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PEEFACE. 



The Vabiations proposed to be made in using the 
Services, are from page 6 to page 34: then follow 
Eemarks on the same: and then Suggestions on va- 
rious cognate subjects. 

" What ! twenty-eight pages of Yariations ! Why, 
man, your oglio is tougher than the oldjp/^, of which 
our venerable Compilers complain so much in their 
Preface!" 

19'ay, candid Eeader, orljjmt read over those pages, 
and you will be satisfied that the Yariations, though 
numerous, are easy both to Minister and People : just 
the thing that was wanted : many of them have occurred 
to you, and some of them you have doubtless actually 
yourself made. 



The following should have been inserted after page 33 : — 

Lessors pbopes fob Holy Days : Apocalyptic Second 
Lessons, and Canonical Eibst Lessons. 

The Dean of Westminster, in the Preface to his valu- 
able Commentary on Bev. ii. iii., after speaking of the 
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importance of these Epistles to the Seven Churches, and 
the exclusion of the Revelation from the Calendar, ob- 
serves, "Any one who knows, or at all guesses, how 
small the amount of the private reading of the Scrip- 
tures among our people, and the extent, therefore, to 
which the stated public reading in the congregation is 
the source of whatever knowledge of it the great mass 
of our people possess, the means by which they are at 
all leavened by it, must deeply regret that chapters so 
rich in doctrine, in exhortation, in reproofs, in pro- 
mises, should thus be withheld from them. Certainly 
if at any time a reconsideration of the portions of Scrip- 
ture appointed to be read in Church should find place, 
the sHght cast on these chapters, and in them on the 
Apocalypse itself, with the injury inflicted on the 
people by their total omission, ought nbt to be allowed 
to continue." 

We are verily guilty of shunning to declare unto our 
people all the counsel of God — ^while we all but totally 
exclude this wonderful Book, of which the Spirit saith 
unto the Churches, " Blessed is he that readeth, and 
they that hear the words of this Prophecy, and keef 
those things that are written therein." (Eev. i. 3.) 
" And if any man shall take away from the words of 
the Book of this Prophecy" [we almost take away the 
Book itself] " Gk)d shall take away His part out of the 
Book of Life," etc. Let aU its chapters then be read—, 
as three already are — ^for proper Second Lessons on 
Holy Days; on which days let us also adopt the Ca- 
nonical Pirst Lessons proposed by the 1689 Commis- 
sion, thus: — 
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The 106 Apocryphal Lessons appointed in the Calen- 
dar from Sept. 27 to Nov. 23, might well be replaced 
by the following Scriptural Lessons : 1 Chronicles, 
chaps. X., xi. to verse 26; xiii., xvi., xvii., xix., xx., xxi., 
xxii., xxviii., xxix. 2 Chronicles, all the 36 chapters. 
Job, Ecclesiastes, and Lamentations. Surely the 
"Chronicles" ought not to be ignored: as Scott ob- 
serves, " The repetitions are not superfluous, for most 
of them in some degree, and some of them exceedingly, 
elucidate the preceding history : and all are a part of 
' The Oracles of God.' " When 1 Chronicles x. is the 
Lesson, why not read before it that beautiful little 
account of Jabez, iv. 9, 10, lost to the general reader 
in the endless genealogies ? Of every part of Lamenta- 
tions, Ecclesiastes, and Job may well be affirmed, 
"haec decies repetita placebit." 



Thx Psalteb — ^When ready this beautiful part of the 
Service is almost always marred. It is a very Babel ; 
one striving to outstrip the other in the wordy race. 

^^Festina Lenta" should here be the rule; and all . 
ought to endeavour to keep time with the Clerk, who 
should be instructed to begin immediately the Ministen 
leaves off, and to " lead on softly, according as the 
children be able to endure." Take heed that ye de-,-; 
spise not the little ones, and the unlearned; they,^ 
cannot follow very swiftly. Neither is it desirable that 
the Psalms should be read so fast : half their beauty is 
thus lost. 

Shepherd (on the Common Prayer) laments that 
"many pious persons, in reading the Psalms, often ta 
tiie manifest injury, and sometimes to the entire sub- 
version of the sense, make a sudden considerable pause 
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at every nmsical point : and wishes congregations to be 
informed that these points denote a rest in the music 
only, and are to be totally disregarded in the reading." 
— Ne quid minis ; " a sudden considerable pause " is of 
ootirse to be avoided ; but these points, though not in 
accordance with ordinary punctuation, mark a rest in 
the seme also , and an inflection of the voice, and a 
slight pause should always then be made; (which is 
useful also as a kind of half-way house, whence Clerk 
and People may start a&esh together, if perchance the 
one have somewhat outstripped the other ;) for each 
verse virtually consists of two hemistichs, according to 
the peculiar Parallelism of the Psalms shewn by Bishop 
Lowth in his " PrsBlections on Hebrew Poetry," and 
afterwards set forth more plainly by Bishop Jebb : and 
again recently by Dr. De Burgh, in his valuable edition 
of the Psalms, (Bible Yersion,) printed as blank verse : 
who observes, " It is of great importance to present the 
Psalms in their poetical form — ^for Parallelism is the pe- 
culiar feature, and great characteristic of Hebrew Poetry, 
1. e.y a correspondence of one verse or line with another, in 
similar and related sentiments : a rhyme of sense, not 
of sounds^ — ^providentially adapted for translation into 
aH tongues. Though this ^ thought metre ' is dis* 
cemible even when the Psalms are printed as prose, yet 
it is very desirable it should be correctly exhibited, and 

^ The want of this relation Bometimes disoovers a fanlty 
translation, e,g., in Psalm zcv. 4, what affinity or antithesis 
have "comers" and "hills?" None: bnt look to the Bible 
Version — ^nsnaUj most onrythmical, bnt affording an ooca- 
Bio&al better rendering — ^and for "comers" we find "deep 
places !" — ^Mines, Coal Pits, Railway Tunnels, etc. ! all in His 
Almighty Hand ! Comforting thonght. 
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that the lines should be placed, as best to admit of com- 
parison." 

The Parallelisni certainly appears to require sonie 
Triplets, and some Quatrains, as Dr. De Burgh has ex- 
hibited them ; but almost all these admit of reduction 
to Couplets; though in some instances a double 
Couplet would be better, which would form of course 
another verse. But as they are at present divided, if 
they were printed as blank verse, (each of our present 
verses occupying two lines, the second commencing 
after the poiat — which could rarely be shifted to advan- 
tage,) the true poetry of the Psalms would be far better 
seen and felt. Till this can be ordered, it would be 
weH to commence with a capital letter the word after 
the point,* and let it also begin the line, whenever the 
space would permit. The Clerk and People, thus re- 
minded, should consider each verse as really consisting 
of two blank Verses, and sat/ them accordingly, with a 
short pause at the poiat, and a slight modulation tp 
assist the rythm: and not read it all off as a plain 
piece of prose. 

Further, it would be an improvement if the evm 
verses only of the Psalms were numbered. Each Psalm 
being begun by the Minister, in case of the place being 
lost, it would more easily be recovered by recollectiag 
that the imnumbered verses are the Minister's, the 
numbered the People's. To distinguish between odd 
and even is a second effort, and really an effort under 
such circumstances. 

Again — ^the word "Day" at the top of the page 
should be replaced by " Morning," or " Evening;" and 
at the beginning of each Psalm "Prayer" should be 
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i^laced by the Cardinal Arabic number.^ Also, "of 
the month '* should be exploded. How much simpler, 
thus, ^.^., <'The 25th Evening; the 119th Psalm; 
verse 73 :"^the numbering of the 119th Psalm should 
of course be continuous. 

Notation and Numeration might well have been 
added by the Poet to the arts in which the Eomans 
were to be surpassed: 

"Excudent alii spirantia mollius sera," etc. 

Their Calendar, their Money, how awkward; as if 
intended to puzzle the future sons of the Britanni 
harhari. How bungling their ^mile-stone arrangement ; 
the pillar firom which they measured being numbered I, 
when 0, Orhia terrarum, Infinity, etc., was so obvious. 
Fancy the mile-stone marked LX XX VIII ; having by 
seven additions found the value of these eight figures, 
flien to have to subtract I, to make out the real dis- 
tance, which we express by 87 ! Let us eschew this 
absurd Eoman Notation. Leaving DCLXYI to the 
Latin Church, let us invariably use the plain Arabic 
notation. These figures, however, might be made more 
(fmamental and archaic, — ^the 0, instead of being round, 
might be hexagonal, etc. 

And here let us raise our voice also against the 
libsurd plan of printing the Offices, etc., in a smaller 
%3^e than the rest of the Prayer Book ; the parts least 
known are scarcely legible. 

Again, in large books, it should never be required to 
turn over a leaf in a Collect — ^this is a very great in- 
convenience. Why not leave a blank space? The 



^ There is difficulty at present, even in new books, in 
assuring oneself of the right place. 
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Advent and Ash-Wednesday Collects should be prii^jbed 
wherever they axe to be used ; also the Prayer fca: all 
Conditions, and General Thanksgiving, as in the Ame- 
rican Book, without the Minister's having to turn to 
them. In the Collect Book of the Society for Pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge the poor little child has to 
turn over the cynotid leaf continually in learning the 
Collect ! This might easily be altered. 

The punctuation is faulty in many books, in the 
Creeds. They should be so pointed that the parts im- 
mediately connected in sense shoiild be read together — 
as in the "Broken Catechism." The Second Com- 
mandment, as now pointed, and usually read, forbids 
photographs, etc. ! The only fall stop should be after 
"worship them:" and, as Archbishop "Whately ob- 
serves, in the Notes on his Ehetoric, the words ("unto 
the third and fourth generation") are parenthetical. 
In the Pifth Commandment also, he says, the stop 
should be after long, not after land; and in none should 
the stress be laid on not : in " rose again," it should be 
on' rose. In the Litany a comma is required after 
Nativity, Death, Eesurrection. A break should be 
made by the printer, and a pause by the Minister be- 
fore "We sinners," etc. 

Lastly. — Orthography, as well as orthoepy, should 
be authoritatively settled and observed. The present 
variety is anything but charming. "We greatly need a 
" University Dictionary," like that of the French Aca- 
demy, and the Italian della Crusca, Johnson and 
Walker, in fact, emended, and very greatly enlarged ; 
without Americanisms. Why not have a commission 
for this purpose? It should be composed of Oxford, 
Cambridge, Dublin, and Scotch University men; but no 
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one bom and bred more than fifty miles from the me- 
tropolis should have a hand in the pronouncing part ; or 
we might have Francis's Horace quoted for the proper 
pronunciation of stream; and these strames actually 
made the shibboleth of an orthoepist ! 



New words, and lately made, shall credit claim, 
If from a Grecian source they gently stream." 



The received pronunciation of Scripture names should 
be given : the Hebrew is not much guide, as so many 
of the names are Anglicised ; and we would not e,g. 
call Moses, Moshay ! It is desirable, as far as possible, 
in every part of Divine Service, to have uniformity. 



PERMISSIVE VARIATIONS 



IK THE 



USE OF THE CHURCH SERVICES. 



A Eevisiok of the Liturgy! The Prayer Book 
Eemodelled ! To be, or not to be? 

KOLTTlfCTS miTABI. 

This now appears to be the Sentence^ in regard of our 
xTi)/Aa IK 4f<> of aknost all ''sober, peaceable, and truly 
conscientious sons of the Church of England." 

There are blots, we are aware of it, on our dear Old 
Book ; but we fear, lest in attempting to remove them^ 
the precious substance be injured. Such woody hay, 
stubble, have, at various times been proposed to replace 
its ^oldf aiheTf preetous stones, that we cannot but de- 
precate a revision, and agree with the 10,000, *' that 
any attempt at the present time to alter the Book of 
Common Prayer would be attended with great danger 
to the peace and unity of the Church/' 

Whilst, however, we keep our precious Book intact, 
and cherished copies, attrite by hands of dear departed 
ones, are retained in use, is it not possible (uniformity 
still being preserved) by certain alterations in the use 
of the Services, to give them greater elasticity and 

B 
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yariety, to ''abridge the longBomeness of Service/'^ to 
remove offences, to relieve tender consciences, and thus 
opening the parts of the Daughter of Sion, to induce 
many excellent young churchmen — ^now kept out by 
certain scruples — ^to enter into her ministry, and to 
allure some of the more moderate among our I^oncon- 
formist brethren to join us ? 

We already make certidn variations: e. g, all but 
ultra men omit the Offertory, the Prayer for the Church 
Militant, etc., after the Sermon, when there is no Com- 
munion, although directly contrary to the Eubric. Are 
there fifty clergymen out of the 20,000 who (having 
given notice of the Communion, after the 19'icene Creed) 
'' after the Sermon or Homily ended, read the Exhorta- 
tion'' ? Again, from the Primate to the youngest Deacon, 
no one probably ever uses the Marriage Service exactly as 
ordered. A Bishop has, most judiciously, '' winked at" 
the use of the Morning Psalms and Lessons in the after- 
noon, where there was no Morning Service, and Even- 
ing Prayer was used in the afternoon, and again in the 
evening; telling the minister that, although he could 
not ex cathedra sanction the practice, he would not in- 
terfere to prevent so desirable a change, unless called 
upon so to do. 

This kind of tacit permission is precisely what is 
desired for the use of the common-sense variations 
now proposed. They would probably be pretty gene- 
rally adopted; and {the nine doAji wonder over) would, 
doubtless, prove very acceptable; tending, as they so 
evidently do, to edification, obviating the immediate 



^ Paritan Millenary Petition to James I., setting forth their 
grievances, with 1000 signatures. 



necessity for Littu^eal Bevision, and preparing the way 
for its better performance, if ever it actually takes place. 
Only let ns try them; try them for a time : time and 
nse may discover, perchance, one or two more points for 
improvement ; then let them be submitted to Convoca- 
tion, and being modified and approved, let them there- 
upon be sanctioned by a short Act of Parliament to the 
following effect: — 

Whereas it is expedient that certain alterations be 
permitted in the use of the Services and Offices of the 
Church of England, for the sake of variety, for the 
avoidi&g of repetitions, and for causes arising from 
change of time and circumstances; and whereas it is 
also expedient that a fiew variations be made in reading 
the Lessons in Church, such as using nouns for pro- 
nouns, adding the meaning of proper names where allu- 
sion 18 made to their signification, adopting the marginal 
reading or other rendering in a few passages, and alter- 
ing certain offensive expressions ; also that a few long 
lessons be divided ; and, in some iostances, other chap- 
ters be substituted for those now appointed; and Ca- 
nonical Lessons for Apocryphal; and whereas a revision 
of the Book of Common Prayer, and of the authorised 
version of the Holy Bible cannot conveniently be made 
at the present time : 

Be it provided, etc., that any Bishop, Priest, or 
Deacon, using any of the variations hereinafber set 
forth ; [if approved by Convocation, the fact to be here 
stated ;] (and using no other variations whatever ; *) 

^ We all do, and must make a few variations : let sncli as 
are desirable be allowed, and aU others be strictly forbidden. 
Nothing should be left to the conceit of any officiating in the 
chnrch, from the Primate to the villagfe clerk. We have heard 



shall not, on account thereof, be liable to any monition, 
censure, or penalty whateoeyer. Provided always that 
no such Yoriation shall be made in any cathedral, 
church, or chapel, against the wishes of the Dean, 
Incumbent, or Head. 

Be it farther provided that henceforth in lieu of all 
oaths, declarations, and subscriptions respecting the 
Liturgy, the Articles, the Book of. Common Prayer, 
etc. ; the following declaration only shall be made and 
subscribed by each person before he be ordained, or be 
admitted to any cure, or preferment : and ftirther shall 
be read out publicly in Church, by Bishop, Priest, and 
Deacon, on the first Sunday of every year * — or, in case 
of illness the first Sunday he attends church^ To be 
certified by the chmx^hwardens in their presentment, 
etc. 

1. ''I do hereby solemnly declare that I truly be- 
lieve the Book of Common Prayer, (including the thirty- 
nine Articles of religion,) with the permissiv§ variations, 
to be agreeable to the Word of GK)d. And that I will 
not wittingly teach or maintain anything contrary to 
the same." 

2. '^ And that I will use the form in the said boc^ 
prescribed, and none other, in public prayer and ad- 
ministration of the sacraments and other rites ; withpnat 
making any variations therein, other than those now 
allowed^ or that hereafter may be allowed^' 

of one of the highest dignitaries commendDg a solemn office 
in the spirit of the village clerk's response at the ohnrching of 
the squire's titled wife — " who pntteth her Zodys/i/ip's trust in 
Thee!" 

^ A minister who is orthodox this year, may be a heretic the 
next. " They made me the keeper of the vineyards ; but mine 
own vineyard have I not kept."— ^^on^ Sol, i. 6. 



8. "Furtiiermore, I truly belieye in the historical 
authenticity, and the inspiration of all the canonical 
books of the Old and !N'ew Testament, which I take 
in the plain grammatical sense, and imderstand literally ; 
except where the language is confessedly figurative. 
And I receive the authorized version of the Bible, or 
the marginal readings thereof, as a true and correct 
translation of the Word of God, notwithstanding some 
passages that might possibly have been better rendered."^ 

In like manner every layman also, before entering 
upon any office, etc., tenable only by a churchman, 
shall then, and annually make the above declaration ; 
omitting clause 2, and in clause 1, inserting between 
<* declare" and "that," these words^"That I am 
conscientiously a member of the Church of England as 
by law established, and." 

The words, *'with the permissive variations,'' are 
inserted to allow any person to make this declaration 
with a safe conscience, who though objecting to certain 
expressions in the Prayer Book, is satisfied with the 
words allowed to replace them. 

The note on the certainty of the salvation of bap- 
tised infants, etc., shall not be considered as part of the 
Ptayer Book, coming within the meaning of this 
declaration. [See page 73, bottom.] 

1 The declaration now required by the act of uniformity of 
w^eigned assent amd consent to aU a/nd every thmg contained 
cmd prescribed vn, <md by the Booh of Gonunon Prayer, is too 
mnch to require any man to make, even of the authorised 
version of the Bible. With respect to the Bible, and our 
translation of it, some declaration is now undoubtedly re- 
quired, like that above proposed; to whioh surely no English 
orthodox Christian can object. Alas! how various are the 
phases of heterodoxy ! 

" Quo teneam vultos mntantem Frotea node P " 
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PERMISSIVE VARIATIONS. 

I. MoBjfiNG Peateb, Litany, and Communion.^ 

When both Litany and Commnnion are used with 
Morning Prayer, then may the niiniBter, for more ex- 
pedition, 

1. Shorten the JExhortatianf thns : — " Dearly beloved 
brethren, the Scriptnre moveth ns in snndry places, not 
to dissemble nor cloke our manifold sins and wickedness 
before the face," etc., and omit "hmnble," before 
" lowly," etc. ; also, " And although — as the soul,** 
and "pray and," and, "as many — present." 

2. Instead of "The Absolution," use that in the 
Communion, unless it is to follow in Communion. 

8. After the Lord's Prayer, say the third CoUect, 
" for grace," as " the Morning Collect." 

4. Omit the Yenite. 

5. After Benedictus, or Jubilate ; or Anthem, or Me- 
trical Psalm or Hymn, or Voluntary, that may be used 
instead thereof — or (if there be a Communion and Ser- 
mon) then, with the Bishop's sanction, after TeDeum — 
go straight to the Litany ; saying, " The Lord be with 
you " — Answer, " And with thy spirit." 

Minuter. " Let us pray earnestly, and offer up our 
solemn Litany." 

6. In the Ember Weeks, before the Suffrage for 
Bishops, etc., say " That it may please Thee, at this 
time, so to guide — ^Ministry of Thy Church." 

1 See Remarks, p. 44. 



7. During the Session of Parliament, after Suffrage 
for Bishops, etc., say "That it may please Thee to 
direct and prosper the High Court of Parliament in all 
their consultations — dominions." 

8. Omit the Lord's Prayer or not. 

9. Say, " Lord, deal not with us according to our 
sins," (also fear for "dread,") and after answer, 
"neitiier reward us after," etc., if need be, use the 
Prayer for any particular occasion, saying, "Let us 
pray for [preservation, (or deliverance) from,] etc.,^ in 
this case omitting " Let us pray," before the following 
Prayer; in which also may be said, as occasion shall 
serve, after, "whensoever they oppress us," " especially 
in this our necessity." 

10. Say General Thanksgiving, etc., after Gloria 
Patri, omitting the ten versicles [" From our enemies," 
etc.,] and the following Prayer, [We humbly beseech 
Thee, etc.] » 

11. After the last Eesponse to Ten Commandments, 
omit the Prayer for the Queen, and say, (except 
on eighteenth Sunday after Trinity, when it is read in 
the Gbspel) "Hear also what our Lord Jesus Christ 
saith." ** Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with aU 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind. This is the first and great commandment. And 
the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour 



^ Note that sacli invitation to pray may ahocuys be used 
before amy (except the three last) of the occasional prayers, as 
"Let ns pray for those that are to be admitted into holy 
orders." 

^ Note, that instead of the above variations (6 — 10,) minister 
may omit Lord's IVayer and all that follows, to ''from ov 
enemies," etc. 
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as thyself. On these two Commandments hang all the 
Law and the Prophets." (Matt. xxii. .37, etc.) Then 
" Let ns pray." Second Post Communion Collect ; [for 
direction '' in the works of the Commandments."] 

12. When notice is given of the Commnnion, (there 
being no Commnnion,) immediately after I^'icene Creed 
read the first, or second Exhortation ; omitting in Hie 
first "lest after — soul;" and "discreet and learned;'* 
for "damnation" using "condemnation/' for "absolu- 
tion, together with ghostly," saying, " spiritual." Or, 
read a part only of the Exhortation. 

13. When there is a Conmiunion, (and notice of 
another Communion is not given); immediately after 
Nieene Creed read the third Exhortation^ [Dearly 
beloved in the Lord, etc.] in which omit both or the 
latter only, of the two dauses, beginning — "for then 
we," and ending respectively, " Christ with us," and, 
" Sundry kinds of death ;" or for " damnation," say, 
" condemnation," or occasionally omit the Exhortation 
altogether. 

14. When, (there bein^ a Communion) notice is 
also given of a Communion ; use this third Exhortation 
as above (13,) inserting, between "beloved in the 
Lord," and, "ye that mind," "on — ^next, as well as 
on the present occasion, I (or we) purpose (or, it is 
intended) by God's grace to celebrate the Lord's Supper*'^ 
Or, give notice as in 12, and omit the third Exhorta- 
tion. 

15. Dismiss noncommunicants (with a Post Cosir 
munio^ Collect and the Grace, or " The Lord bless us," 
etc.) after Sermon, or after the Prayer Church Mili- 
tant. 

16. The Minister by his discretion may on all occa- 
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sioiiSy say the Offertory, Prayer Church Militant, etc., 
before leaTing the Lord's Table for the Sermon. 

17. Begin the Celebration with the "Invitation;" 
thns, " Dearly beloved in the Lord," " ye that do truly" 
etc., and say afber, "take this Holy Sacrament to your 
oomfart," " and Hear what comfortable words," etc. ; 
omitting the Confession and Absolution. 

18. When there are many Communicants, the Priest 
may say once to each row, "The Bodyof our Lord Jesus 
Christ which was given for thee, preserve thy body and 
Bonl unto everlasting life. Take :" — ^then, with assis- 
tant Ministers, give the bread to each Communicant, to 
be holden by him till the whole row is supplied : the 
Priest may then oontinne, [" and] eat this, in remem- 
.farance that Christ died for thee :" then, (afber a slight 
pause,) whilst the Communicants are eating, add, "And 
feed on Him in thy heart," etc. Likewise with the 
Wine, may the Priest say once to each row, "The 
Blood-— that Christ's Blood was shed for thee :" then 
let each Minister, as he gives the cnp or cups, add, (as 
tihe Communicant drinks,) " [and] be thankful." 

19. 8ay, " Let us pray," before Lord's Prayer. 

20. Act as if the following addition were made to 
the final protestation. " But to take off aU pretence of 
■cmple, if any, not being satisfied herewith, shall, 
some day in the week before they intend to receive 
jttie Holy Communion, come to the Minister of their 
Parish, and [solemnly] declare that they are verily 
persuaded in conscience that they cannot receive it 
kneeUng without sin ; then the Minister shall endeavour 
to give them satisfaction in this matter ; after which, if 
they still press it» then the Minister shall give them 
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the Sacramental Bread and Wine in some convenient 
place or pew, without obliging them to kneel." 

21. Understand the first Bnbric, requiring notice 
from intending Communicants, to refer to Parishioners 
only abont to partake for the first time ; not to strangers 
or regular Commtmicants. 

22. Understand the first Fbst Communion Bubric, 
requiring the Prayer for Church Militant, etc., to be 
said, if there be no Communion, as applying only, 
when there is likewise no Sermon. 



n. MoBNore Pbaybb aitd LrcAinr* (Page 54.) 

Say both as in "No, 1, but let the Collect for the day 
follow the Morning Collect, after the first Lord's Prayer, 
and begin Litany with the Salutation, etc., after the 
Creed. 



in. MoBirrN'o Peatee and CoMMUin:oN. (Page 55.) 

1. Say both as in I^o. 1, (beginning Communion 
before tiie Creed, or, if there be a Communion, and 
Sermon, after Te JDettm, with the sanction of the Bis- 
hop ;) provided the Prayer for the Church Militant, and 
the General Thanksgiving immediately after it, be sai4 
before all the Congregation. 

2. Otherwise, say Morning Prayer, omitting the 
Creed, the following Lord's Prayer, and the Collect for 
the day; in Communion omit the Prayer for the 
Queen. 
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lY. MoBmKG Featbb. (Page 56.) 

1. Say as nsTial; or, 

2. With variations, I. 1, 2, 3, 4 ; and, 

3^ If it is said early, and another distinct Service is 
to follow as the principal Service in the forenoon, then 
the Eirst Lesson and the Te J)eum may be omitted in 
the earHer Service. 

4. If Prayer Chnrch Militant is not to be said other- 
wise on that day, it may be said, at this early Morning 
Prayer instead of Prayer for the Queen, etc., and be 
followed by General Thanksgiving, etc. 

5. Let the Bubrio, directing Minister to say the Yer- 
sides before the Three Collects at Morning Prayer and 
Evening Prayer ^^ standtng-up,^' be understood as im- 
perative only when they are chanted or intoned. 



Y. LiTAinr. (Page 66.) 

1. Say as in I., not omitting Lord's Prayer, and nse 
Morning Collect, if early, and Collect for the day, after 
" Ifeither reward us," etc. 

2. Before Gloria Patri, pronounce the Communion 
Absolution, then Gloria Patri ; and, 

3. '< Praise ye the Lord," and Answer; then the 
Psalms for Morning, or Evening, or if these have been, 
or are to be said at another Service that day, then say 
any Psabn, or consecutive Psalms. 

4. Then a Lesson for the day, or these being else- 
where read, any other Lesson, the Minister first saying, 
or not, " Hear ye the Word of the Lord." 

6, After ^* Here endeth the Lesson," may follow the 
Te Deum, or not. 
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6. '' Let us pray, and offer Thanksgiving." Gene- 
ral Thanksgiving. Evening Collect if late. Prayer 
St. Chrysostom, and Grace. 



VI. LiTAinr AND CoMMXJinoir. (Page 58.) 

1. Say Litany as in Ifo. Y., omitting the Collect for 
the day, and the Absolnlion, if it is to follow in Com- 
munion. Commnnio)! in Ko. I. 11, etc. 

2. Or, cut off Litany after Te Beum, or Metrical 
Psalm, etc., that may be used instead thereof; and say 
General Thanksgiving, and Evening Collect, if late, after 
Prayer Church Militant. 



YII. CoMMTTKioN (with or without actual Communion.) 

1. Say Morning Collect, if early, after the Collect. 
[Almighty Gk)d, unto whom, etc.] 

2. After last Besponse, and ** Hear also what — 
Prophets." Say, ''Brethren, draw near with faith, 
and make your humble confession — ^knees." Confession 
and Absolution. 

3. Gloria Patri — "Praise ye the Lord," and answer. 
Then the Psalms for Morning or Evening, or other Psalm 
or consecutive Psalms. 

4. "Let us pray," Collect for day [naming it]; Epis- 
tle and Gospel; Nicene Creed or Te Bmm instead 
thereof; Offertory; Prayer Church Militant; General 
Thanksgiving; Evening Collect, if late; Post Commu- 
nion, Collect, etc. 

5. If there be .a communion, dismiss non-communi- 
cants here, with "The Grace," etc., or with "Q^eLord 
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bless us/' etc., and proceed with Communion as in 
No. I. 13, etc. 

YIII. ETEimiro Fbatee afb Litany. (Page 58.) 

1. Begin Litany with Salutation, etc. after Creed; 
and say it, as in No. I. 5, etc. 

2. Say Collect for day, and Evening Collect, if late, 
after ** Neither reward us," etc. 



IX. ETEinzro Fbay^ aitd CoionTiaoK. 

1. Say Communion, as in No. I., beginning before the 
Creed; provided the Frayer for Church Militant, and 
immediately after it the General Thanksgiving, and 
Evening Collect, if late, be said before all the congre- 
gation. 

2. Otherwise, say Evening Prayer as usual, omitting 
only the Creed, the following Lord's Prayer, and the 
Collect for the day; and, in Communion, omit the 
Prayer for the Queen. 



^ X, EvEmoro Pbayeb. (Page 68.) 

1. Say as usual; but omit Creed, and following Lord's 
frayer, when they have been repeated just before, at a 
JBaptism. 

2. If Evening Prayer be said twice; i,e, in the after- 
noon, and again in the evening — ^In the afternoon, in- 
stead of all the prayers following the third Collect, say, 
"Let us pray for the whole State," etc. Prayer for 
Church Militant; General Thanksgiving; Post-Com- 
munion Collect ; and Blessing; or, if a Sermon is to 
£t»llow, the Grace. 
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3. The Sermon may follow, after the third Collect or 
Anthem, before Prayer Church Militaiit, etc. In this 
case, the Sermon should not be preceded, or followed, by 
any other prayer. On all occasions this omission may 
be made, or the Lord's Prayer only may be omitted. 

4. The Psalms and Lessons shall be those appointed 
for the morning, if not before nsed, otherwise they may 
be selected by the Minister. The Psalms, if more than 
one, being consecntiye. 

5. The Erening Collect may on aU occasions be 
omitted when the afternoon is not far advanced, espe- 
cially in summer. 

NoUy 1. "Where there is but one Service on the Sun- 
day, if it begiQ before noon, it shall always consist oi 
Morning Prayer, Litany, and Communion, besides a 
short Sermon; if it begin after twelve, Communion 
shall always be said after Evening Prayer, or Litany, 
besides a Sermon. 

2. "Wliere there are two or more Services on the 
Sunday, there shall always be said during the day. 
Litany, and Communion, and either Morning or Even- 
ing Prayer. 

3. The Bishop, at the desire of the Pwrishj may order 
that the principal Eorenoon Sendee, on Sundays, con* 
sist always of the Morning Prayer, Litany, and Com- 
munion [the variations in I. being left to the discretion 
of the Minister] together with a Sermon, not to exceed 
half-an-hour, when there is not a Communion, nor a 
quarter-of-an-hour, when there is: also, that Evening 
Prayer be said as usual. And if there be more than 
one Service after the principal Porenoon Service, the 
Bishop, consulting the wishes of the people, shall order 
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at which of the latter Services Evening Prayer ahcJl be 
said as usual (followed by a Sermon) the GaatLcles only, 
with the Doxologies, being chanted. 



XI. MoBimro Prjlyeb ajscd EvBmnra Fbayeb, 
(shortened on week days). (Page 63.) 

On any day other than Snnday, Christmas Day, 
and Good Friday, Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer 
may be fdrther cnrtailed, in all or any of the following 
ways: thus — 

1. The Minister may commence the Service with any 
\/ssi of Holy Scripture. 

2. Instead of the Exhortation, say, '^ Dearly beloved 
brethren (I pray you to) accompany me," etc.; or, 
''Let us humbly confess our sins unto GKkL;" and say 
the General Confession. 

3. Omit the Absolution, or say instead, '' Lord, 
mercifully hear the prayers of Thy people, and spare all 
those," etc. [as in Commination.] 

4. Omit Yenite and Pirst Lesson; saying at end of 
the Second, '' Here endeth the Lesson," and using any 
one of the four Canticles at Morning Prayer, or at 
Evening Prayer respectively. 

5. Omit the Creed, the next Lord's Prayer, and the 
Prayer for the Queen, provided he insert in the fol- 
lowing Prayer, after, '* to bless," " our Sovereign Lady 
Queen Victoria," "Albert Edward," etc. 

6. Instead of the Prayer for all conditions of men, 
may be said the second Gbod Friday Collect. 

7. Occasionally also, after third Collect,^ instead of 

^ Or at Morning Fnipyer, after the second Collect, when the 
third has been said after the first Lord's Prayer. 
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the usual Prayers, may be said, " Let us pray for the 
whole State/' etc. Prayer Church Militauty General 
Thanksgiving, Post-Gonmiunion Collects, and Blessing. 



Xn. Saints' Days' Sebtices vsed on oihsb Days. 

(Page 64.) 

1. Where there is not daily Prayer, but Service re- 
gularly on some particular week day, the Pirst Lesson 
may be selected by the Minister, and the Service for 
any Holy Day (otiier than Christmas Day and Good 
Friday) that may fall during the week, between Sun- 
day and Sunday, may be used at such week day Service. 

2. When the Collect for the Purification is thus used 
on any day other than February 2nd, the words, ''this 
day," must be omitted, and they may always be omitted. 



Xni. Commutation. (Page 66.) 

1. On Ash "Wednesday, if Morning Prayer be not 
said early, and as a separate Service,^ let it be alto- 
gether omitted; and 

2. Let Minister begin Divine Service with Litany, 
as in I. 5, 6, 7 ;- cut it off before Lord's Ptoyer, saying 
the Morning Collect instead thereof, if early ; and then 
go straight to the Commination, beginning (all stand- 
ing) " Brethren, seeing that all they," etc., for ** our 
heads," and, "us," say, "the heads of the wicked," 
and, "them;" for "penance," "repentance;" for, "is 
come," " cometh ;" and omit, " ye house of Israel."' 

* For Proper Lessons, see XXVI. 14. Page 83. 

' A few more verbal alterations are desirable to make the 
texts agree with our Authorised Version. The Cambridge 
Pica 8vo. edition, 1860, of Common Prayer has marginal refer- 
annaa irk fliese tezts — a g^Toat improvement. 
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3. Omit "burnt," and for '* young btillockB,'' say 
'* pure offerings,*' in the last verse of Psalm U. 

4. Say Pi»yer for Absolution, thus: " Lord, mer- 
cifully hear the prayers of Thy people, and spare all 
those," etc., and use it after "Turn Thou us," etc., 
then General Thanksgiving before " The Lord bless us," 
etc., unless the Prayer for Church Militant is to be used, 
in which case let the General Thanksgiving be said 
after it. 

5. On Quinquagesima Sunday, the Nicene Creed 
ended, the Minister, before or after giving notice of the 
Services to be held on Ash- Wednesday and during Lent, 
may say thus: "Brethren, in the Primitive Church, 
the season of Lent (upon which we are about to 
Qnter), was observed very religiously, being appointed 
in remembrance of our blessed Lord's forty days' fast- 
ing and temptation in the wilderness for our sake ; and 
of His sufferings and precious death for the salvation of 
men, that all Christians might prepare themselves wor- 
thily to commemorate the same in the Holy Commu- 
nion, on the Feast of our Saviour's Eesurrection at 
Easter. 

" It is therefore earnestly recommended to all who pro- 
fess and call themselves Christians, to observe that time 
religiously, especially the first day, and the last Holy 
Week; not placing fasting or devotion in any distinc- 
tion of meats, but in true abstinence, forbearing feasting 
and entertainments ; spending larger portions of time in 
prayer, and meditation, and communion with God; and 
abounding in works of charity. Such is the Fast that 
the Lord hath chosen." 
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. XrV. AccEssioif. (Page 67.) 

1. If this day shall happen to be Sunday, let the fol- 
lowing parts only be used ; and if it be not Sunday, 
let these parts be used on the Sunday after ; whether 
the Service has been said on the proper day or not. 
1. The Sentences. 2. The Second Lesson, except when 
a proper Second Lesson is appointed. 3. The first Col- 
lect [Almighty God who rulest," etc.] which should be 
said at every Service, before General Thanksgiving, the 
words, '^as at this time," being used for ''as on this 
day," when not on the day. 4. The Collect [" Blessed 
Lord, who hast called," etc.]; also the Epistle and 
Gospel, except it be Advent Sunday, Christmas Day, 
Epiphany, first or last Sunday in Lent, Easter Day, 
"Whit Sunday, or Trinity Sunday, when this CoUeet 
only may be said before the Collect for the day. 5. The 
words " most gracious," may be omitted ; and, " upon 
the throne of her ancestors," may be said before " over 
this Church and Nation," "owr," for " ^Aw;" when in 
fore^ parts, and " the" for " this." The clause 
"that our posterity— Israel," may be omitted, when 
the Sovereign has no child. 6. The ** Prayer for 
Unity" may be said at every Service, and may always 
be used, like the Post-Communion Collects, at the dis- 
cretion of the Minister. 



XV. Pkayeb fob Queen and Pabliament. (Page 67.) 

1. Omit " most gracious," in Morning Prayer, Even- 
ing Prayer, and Litany. 

2. In Prayer for Parliament, say " under Thy servant 
our Queen." 

3. Omit, " at this time," whenever the fact is doubt- 
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ful: and in foreign parts say, '^otir kingdom;'' and let 
the Ruler of the country and his family, be prayed for, 
at the discretion of the Minister, and according to the 
law or custom of the place. 

4. Omit also, " That Thou wouldst be pleased — ^Do- 
minions," and say, '^ That through Thee all things may 
be," Ac. 

5, In the Prayer for the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, 
for *' her sacred Majesty," say, " the Queen." ' 



XYI. C iLUJiCHin o. (Page 68.) 

When during Divine Service, let the woman remain in 
her usual place ; and let the Minister say before General 
Thanksgiving, ^^ A Woman desires to return thanks to 
Almighty Gbd for late special mercies ;" and use the 
clause, '' particularly to her " etc., instead of the usual 
office. 



XYn. Habvest Pbayeb and Thj^nksgiving. (Page 69.) 

1. Before and during harvest, and seedtime, and 
haytime also, the Minister, at his discretion, may say, 
as a General Prayer for suitable weather, the first of 
the Occasional Prayers ; i.e. that ** Eor Bain," omitting 
*' in this our necessity ;" and for '^ such moderate rain 
and showers," saying, "Such weather, as." "^^" 
before '* them^^^ were better omitted, as superfluous, and 
recurring so soon before '' things.** 

2. After harvest. Minister may say, before General 

' The Kirk of Scotland: ought, at onoe, to be relieved of the 
necessity of using flattering titles, and only be compelled, like 
Protestant Dissenters, to pray for the Queen "by nama" 
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Thanksgiving; "Let ns [also] give [hearty] thanks 
unto Almighty God for the blessing of [the late abun- 
dant] harvest ;" and say after, "blessings of this life ;" 
" especially at this time we yield Thee unfeigned thanks 
and praise, for blessing the labours of the husbandman ; 
and for crowning the year with Thy goodness, in the 
increase of the ground, and the gathering in the £mits 
thereof [in the late abundant harvest.] But above all, 
ioe bless Thee for Thine inestimable love," etc. 



XVIII. Beoin with SiNGDre. (Page 69.) 

Divine Service may always commence with or with- 
out Singing or Music, at the discretion of the Minister. 



XIX. BAPnsM. (Page 69.) 

1. Parents may be sponsors for their children. 

2. A child may he baptized in Church with one 
sponsor only, if more cannot be had j or 

3. "Without a sponsor, if the parents or Mends require 
it. But no child shaU be baptized during Divine 8er^ 
vice, without three sponsors; unless there be also a 
child with three sponsors to be then baptized or re- 
ceived. The demands must be omitted, when a child 
has no sponsor, and the friends must name the child. The 
final Exhortation may be, 

4. '' Forasmuch as ye have caused this child to be 
baptized, [or received into the congregation of Christ's 
Flock,] ye must remember— learn, what a Holy Cove- 
nant he Jms been brought into. And that he may know," 
etc., or, 

5. If there b|d a child with a sponsor, and another 
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child without, Minister may say, "Forasmuch as this 
child — and to serve Him. Te, beloved; and ye, 
Brethren, who have caused this child to be baptized, 
[or, received, etc.] must remember — made by you; 
or which herein have been implied. And that they may 
know," etc. 

6. The signing with the cross shall in all cases be 
omitted, if objected to; and Minister may say after 
'* Christ's flock ;" trusting that hereafter, etc. 

7. If any person of ftdl age, having been baptized in 
infancy, shall doubt the validity of such Infant Baptism; 
and shall heartily desire to be baptized again; the 
Curate, if unable to satisfy him thereupon, shaU not 
rei^ise to baptize him again, according to the form of 
Adult Baptism ; and saying, "If thou art not already 
baptized," etc. 

8. In the first address, Minister may omit, on^u?, and 
thing: and for "Holy Ghost," the first time, say 
" Spirit." 

9. In Second Prayer for "his Sins," say " Sin." 

10. Omit either of the two first prayers. 

11. In Exhortation on Gospel, omit, "Doubt ye not 
— ^kingdom," and say, ""Wherefore, being persuaded, 
etc. ;" and for, "towards this Infent," say, "towards 
young children," etc. 

12. Omit (as in receiving after " Private Baptism,") 
" Speaking to Godfathers," etc. ; and the words " I de- 
mand therefore ;" but 

13. If there be more than one child to be baptized, 
and different sponsors, say, "I demand of you severally, 
with regard to the child for which ye respectively 
answer. Dost thou in the name," etc. 

14. The second demand may be thus : " Dost thov 
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believe all the Articles of the Christian Faith, as con- 
tained in the Apostles' Creed?*' Answer. ''All this 
V etc. 

15. Last demand, '' Wilt thou then mdeavour obedi- 
ently to keep," etc. 

16. Omit the Prayer before "Name this Child," or 
the danse, '' Sanctify this water — sin," and ''therein." 

17. Say "Seeing now, dearly beloved brethren, that 
this child is baptized, and grafted,'' etc. 

18. Say, "We yield thee hearty thanks, most mer- 
ciful Father, that it hath pleased thee to receive this 
chUd by Baptism, and to incorporate," etc. 

19. If not during Divine Service, oondude with the 
" Grace:' 

20. The same variations may be made in Private 
Baptism, and in that of riper years ; in the latter, in 
" We yield thee," etc., omit, " being now bom again — 
Jesus Christ." 

21. In Eeceiving after Private Baptism; in "I cer- 
tify you — child," say, "Whom we now purpose to 
receive into the congregation of Christ's flock, for our 
Lord," etc. ; but if there is a child also to be baptized, 
say, after " flock," together with thie child about to be 
baptized ; and " forasmuch as," etc. 

22. In Prayer after Lord's Prayer, omit, "being bom 
again — Jesus Christ," also **the eame^' before "our 
Lord." 



XX. CoNFiBMATioN. (Page 74.) 

1. In Preface, add, after "promised for them in 
Baptism," or what woe therein implied. 

2. To the Preface may be added; after "assented 
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unto;" **that thereupon they may he received into the 
full Communion of the ChwrchP 

3. In, '<Do ye here," etc.; add, after, "that was 
made in your name," or implied in, etc. 

4. Omit, "which your Godfathers," etc. 

5. In first Prayer, say, " Almighty ^and everlasting 
God, who hast vouchsafed to receive these Thy servants, 
and to incorporate them into Thy Holy Church: Defend, 
and strengthen them," etc. 

6. Let the Bishop, having laid his hands upon a 
whole row, say, {heo "Defend") " Confirm, Lord, 
these Thy servant^" etc. 

7. Add Doxology to Lord's Trnjer, and the usual 
beginning to the final Blessing, and omit the preceding 
Post Communion Collect, if before used. 

8. In Collect after Lord's Pi»yer, say " children," 
loco " servants," and " Thy Servant hath now laid his 
hands," heo "We," etc. 

9. Pinal Eubric, thus : "iif m convenient that none 
be admitted to the Holy Communion— confirmed, unless 
{a) he were Baptized when of riper years ; or (h) he past 
the usual aye for Confirmation : or {c) hath already com* 
munieated.^^ 



XXI. Matbimont. (Page 78.) 

1. Let the persons to be married, with their Mends, 
at once go up to the Communion rail, and there kneeling, 
secretly in their prayers make their humble supplica- 
tions to God for Sis blessing : then there standing 
together, the man on the right hand, and the woman on 
the lefti and the Mends standing a little back, let 
Minister say, "Dearly beloved," etc., omitting, 
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2. "to satisfy— underetanding," and, "advisedly, 
and " duly considering — adversity." 

3. Omit, " as ye will answer — disclosed." 

4. Omit, " with my body — endow." 

5. In the Prayer, "0 merfciftil Lord," etc.: say, 
"We beseech thee to bless these Thy servants with 
children, if Thou, in thy wisdom, seest it to be conve- 
nient for them ; and grant them to Hve together," etc. 

6. The Prayer, " God, who by Thy," etc., tnay be 
omitted. 

7. After, " amazement," if iiiere be no Communion, 
say, "Let us pray, and offer thanksgiving," General 
Thanksgiving, aad Grace. 

8. The Minister (unless previously requested not to 
do so), may shorten the service, thus — after, "with this 
ring," etc., join their hands, saying, "those whom 
God," etc. "Let us pray." "0 Eternal," etc- 
" Lord, have mercy," etc., to end of Prayer for Children 
(as in 5.) Then, (the parties still kneeling) speak unto 
the people, "Forasmuch," etc., and conclude with the 
Blessing ; " God the Pather," etc. 



XXn. YisiTATioN OP THB SiCK. (Page 80.) 

The Minister mof/ — 

1. Ask the Creed, as in Morning Prayer. 

2. Pronounce the Absolution from Communion instead 
of the present one. 

3. Say all Psalm 71) as in Psalter, omitting 9th and 
11th verses; and "man," in verse 3. In 6th for 
"monster," say wonder. In 18th for "didst," say 
fffiltf and for "broughtest," bring. In 19th for "hast 
brought," say wilt bring \ and tox " comfortedst," c<m- 
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fori. Ll 20th omit, 'Splaying upon an instrument of 
music/' and, '' upon the harp." In 22nd omit the last 
words ; and after " day long :" say, Praise ye the Lord, 
Amen, 

In Prayer for a Sick Child ; — 

4, For " now lying upon the bed of sickness ;" if not 
so, say <^ sore afflicted under Thy hand." 

5, Say, <^ Oh ! that it may be Thy pleasure, etc., thai 
he may live to Thee," etc. ; and for, " or else," say 
^' but if it otherwise seemeth good unto Thee," etc. 

6, If the Minister go up, with tho deceased's Mends, 
into the chamber where the corpse is lying, lei^ him use 
the Commendatory Prayer^ as altered for the Burial 
Service, XXTTT. 4 -^ the Lord's Prayer, and the Grace — 
first saying, or not, at his discretion, ''I heard a voice," 
etc. ; and 1 Thess. iv« 13, to end. 



XXTTT. BiTBiAL OF THE Dbad. (Page 80.) 
The Minister may— - 

1. In the first Eubric, consider as expunged the 
words, " unbaptized, or," 

2. Say — ^'Forasmuch as it hath pleased Almighty 
God to take out of this world the soul of our brother 
here departed, we therefore commit hie body to the 
ground, earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust : in 
fdU assurance of the General Eesuiiection in the Last 
Day, (at the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
His glorious Majesty, to judge the world) ; when the 
earth and the sea shall give up their dead, and they 
that sleep in Jesus shall rise again to eternal life, 
through Him, who shall change our vile body, that it 
may be flEuahioned like unto His glorious body, ac- 

1 Page 26. 
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ooiding to the workmg, whereby He is able ev^i to 
subdue all things unto Himself." (Fhilipp. iii. 21.) 

8. In Prayer after Lord's Prayer, say, '' We give Thee 
hearty thanksy for all Thy Servants departed this life in 
Thy faith and fear : beseeching Thee to gwe U9 grace to 
follow their good examples: end that it may please 
Thee," etc. 

4. Instead of the Collect and preceding Prayer, nse 
the following, ^ taken from the Visitation of the Sick ; 

'<0 God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, imto Thee 
shall all flesh oome* Thou, who hast been pleased to 
bring to an end the days of our departed brother ; teach 
us who survire, in this and other like daily spectacles 
of mortality, to see how frail and tmcertain our own 
condition is : and so to number our days, that we may 
seriously apply our hearts to that holy and heavenly 
wisdom, while we live here, which may in the end 
bring us to everlasting life, through the merits of Jesus 
Christ Thine only Son, our Lord. Amen." 

Ifote. — ^If Minister go straight to the grave, he may 
omit the Psalms and Lesson ; but if requested by the 
fri^ds of the deceased to go into the Church after, the 
interment^ and there to read the Psalms and Lesson, he 
shall not refase to do so. In such cases Minister may 
leave the grave after, '< I heard," etc., and say the re- 
maining prayers in Church after Psalms and Lesson. 

If Minister go straight into the Church; the Psalms and 

1 If this be thought too great an innovation, let the office be 
altered by anthoritj, in our books, thns — insert 2 and 3 
instead of the present words — expunge in the Bnbrio *' unbap- 
tized, or," — and in the Collect; "as our hope/' etc.; but 
provide that no Minister shall be liable to censure, etc. ; for 
inserting the old clause ; as we still say, " Glory," etc., before 
the GoiE^L 
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Lesson ended, he may say, (especially if the weather be 
inclement.) '^Let ns pray," "Lord have mercy upon 
us," etc., to end; using only, instead of the Grace, 
** The Lord bless us," etc. ; and then, after the interment, 
conclude with "I heard," etc., and the Grace. 



XXIV. OBDHTATioir, etc. (Page 87.) 

1 • Let the Thirty-first Canon be strictly enforced ; and 
Ordinations be held only at the Four Solemn Times, 
and [in the Diocese ; and whenever a Bishop does not 
hold an Ordination, at the proper times, let him when 
desired, be compelled to gplve Letters Dimissory. And 
let any English Bishop, Home, or Colonial, actual, or 
retired, be allowed to confirm, ordain, and consecrate, 
etc., for any actual Bishop at his request. 

2* Let the Examination never immediately precede 
the Ordination. 

3. Let the Consecration of Bishops always take place 
in some Cathedral, or Abbey Church. 

4. Let all Oaths be taken, and the Mandate be read, 
before going to Church, and form no part of the 
Service. 

5. Let Morning Prayer, if not said early, as a dis- 
tinct Service, be omitted altogether. 

6. Let the presentation by the Archdeacon, the 
Bishop's reply, and the rejoinder be omitted: and let 
the Service begin with; " Gk>od people, these are they," 
etc., "Deacons;" "and these — ^Priesthood," etc., etc. 

7. After last prayer of Litany [We humbly beseech, 
etc.] say Morning CoUect, if early. 

8. After Ten Commandments say, "Hear also," etc.. 
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then "Brethren draw near with feith," etc., Confession 
and Absolution, then Ordination Collect — If there be 
both Deacons and Priests, omit Collect for Deacons; 
and in Collect for Priests say, "these Thy Servants 
called to be Deacons and Priests;" and for, '^in this 
office," say " in their several offices." 

9. Let the First Question to Deacons [Do you trust, 
etc.,] be always omitted. 

10. Let the Imposition of hands on Priests begin 
thus, " God he gracious unto thee, and grant thee to 
Beceive the Holy Ghost," etc., omit, "whose sins — ^re- 
tained." Begin in the same way for Bishops, and end 
with the Amen. 

11. In delivering the Bible to Priests, omit, " where 
thou shalt be," etc. 

. 12. Instead of Nieene Creed may be said the Te 
JDeum. 

13. The Third Exhortation may be omitted alto- 
gether. 

14. After Offertory and Prayer Church Militant, say 
General Thanksgiving, Prayer St. Chrysostom, and 
Grace. I^on-conmiunicants then having left, begin 
Communion as in I. 17, etc. 

Ordination of NonconformiBt Ministers. 

15. If any Dissenting Minister, having received Or- 
dination (so called) from, other Dissenting Ministers, 
and having had the pastoral charge of a congregation, 
and given full proof of his Ministry — ^being withal a 
man of good education, shall desire to become a 

. Minister of the Church of England, but shall feel con- 
scientious scruples about Ordination, lest he should 
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thereby nullify his previous Ministry and Ordination, 
which he still holds valid — ^let it be competent to the 
Bishop— being well assured of his soundness in the 
faith — ^to admit him — as though he were already a 
Deacon — ^to Priesfs Orders in the Church of England, 
omitting, if the said Minister desire it, the words " of 
God," after, ''the Church," in the imposition of hands. 

16. Such Minister should not be required to abstain 
from Preaching for more than six weeks previous to his 
Ordination-— as a probation. 

17. He should not be allowed to hold any preferment 
till the expiration of eighteen months from his Epis- 
copal Ordination. 



XXV. Peatees at Sea. (Page 105.) 

1. The first Prayer may be used in any Ship, with 
these Variations : for " Fleet," say, " Ship," or, 
"Vessel;" for "Serve," say, "are," or, "Sail." 
Omit, " that we may b^— Serve thee our God; and," — 
"When said, (in Ships of War,) for " Island," say, 
" country." 

2. In Psalm Ixvi. 12, for "burnt," say, "pure." 
Verse 13 thus, I will offer unto Thee the sacrifice of 
righteousness, with the incense of praise : I will offer 
praise and thanksgiving, 

3. Burial of Dead at Sea, say as XXIII. 5, only " to 
the deep,^^ for, "ground;" and, "to be turned into 
coimption," for, " earth to earth — dust." 

l^ote, that whenever Morning Prayer or Evening 
Prefer is said at sea, or on land, h^f a Zagman, (no 
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Mmister being present) let him, instead of the JEschor- 
tation, saji ''Let tib humbly confess our sins unto 
Gk>d " — and let the Ahsokitian be omitted. 



XXVI. Lessohs. (Page 106.) 

1. Let the Apocrypha in fatnre not be bound up 
with the Church Bible, but in a separate Yolume. 

2. Whenever a Lesson from the Apocrypha is 
appointed, let it be omitted altogether, (with the Can- 
ticle following,) or let a Lesson from Old Testament be 
read instead thereof. 

3. Whenever the !First Lesson from the Calendar for 
any week-day is not suitable to be read before the con- 
gregation (as that for Morning, January 20, and for 
Morning, February 12,) let it be omitted, (with the 
Canticle following,) or another Lesson from Old Testa- 
ment be read instead thereof. 

4. Whenever a verse or more in a week-day Lesson 
is objectionable, let it be omitted, or slightly altered ; 
as the last verb in 1 Samuel xzy. 22 ; for which (when- 
ever it occurs) may be read, " w." 2 Kings xviii. 27, 
and Isaiah zzxvi. 12, end with ''walL" In Isaiah 
XXX. 22, omit the similitude between ''away," and 
'' thou shalt say," etc. ; also in Ezekiel xviii., end 6tb 
verse with ** wife ;" likewise in Lamentations i., end 
verse 17 with ''about him." In Eabakkuk ii. 16, omit 
" drink — ^uncovered," and end with, " unto thee." 

5. Besides changes as above for the sake of propriety, 
let the following also be made, as being nearer the ori- 
ginal, and as making the meaning plainer — ^but let no 
other alterations whatever be made without authority. 
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2 Kings X. 7, "And slew them; seventy persons,'*^ etc.;* 
Isaiah ix. 3, for "not," read, as in margin, to km. 
Matthew xxvii. 9, omit "Jeremy." Acts Vii. 16, for 
"Abraham," read "he." 1 Timothy vi. 5, read "Sup- 
posing that Godliness is gain." 

6. Let the meaning of Proper names be added, when- 
ever allusion is made to their signification, etc., as in 
Gtenisis iii. 20, "Adam caJled his wife's name Eve 
(* living,*) because," etc. 2 Kings xviii. 4, "Ne- 
hushtan " — " a piece of brass;" Dorcas (" a Eoe,") etc. 

7. Let Old Testament names be read in New Testa- 
ment, as in Old Testament, e,g,, call I^oe, "Koah," 
the termination as, "ah;" as Jonas, "Jonah;" OseSr 
"Hosea;" Core, "Korah;" "Chairan," "Haran," etc. 
Let TimdthHs be "Timothy;" Zucas, "Luke;" 
Urbane, "Urban;" Marcus, "Mark." 

8. In the beginning of a chapter, or on the first 
allusion, and at other times, when desirable, a pronoun 
may be changed into the noun ; and proper names may 
be supplied ; but only, when from the context there is 
no doubt whatever of the reference* — as Genesis xviii. 1, 
"And the Lord appeared unto Aw»;" for "him" say 
"Abraham." I.Samuel ii. 11, read, "The child^ 
(Samuel,) did minister," etc. 1 Kings xxii.2, "Came 
down to {Ahab) the King of Israel." 2 Kings xxiii. 1, 
"And the king sent," etc., after king, supply 

^ K«» ifffa^at AVTov;, i^^ofA-nKovTcc «»^pa$. LXX. or, 
"the seyenty perBonB." Ov/r reading would lead people to 
suppose that the king^s eons were removed, and seventy* per- 
sons slain in their stead. 

* Such a passage as 2 Kings iii. 27, shoold be left as it is, 
doubtfoL The Heading shonld be altered thus— "26. The 
king of Hoab, not hemg cible to break through to the king of 
Edom, by sacrificing his son, raiseth the siege." 
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"[Josiah]." Also verse 29, read, "And he slew 
Jostah" etc. Acts xiv. 1, " And it came to pass," etc., 
"they went," etc., for "they," read "Paul and Bar- 
nabas." Acts zxii. 1, begin, " Then Paul said," Men, 
etc., etc. 

9. In Acts yii. 45, and Hebrews iy. 8, and Colossians 
iv. 11, instead of "Jesus," read " Joshua." 

10. In Matthew i., after first verse may be read the 
seventeenth (omitting " m.") The second chapter may 
also be read with it. Luke iii. may end with 
" Joseph," in verse 23. 

11. When Colossians iii. is read, the two first verses 
of chapter iv. may be read with it. When Acts vi. is 
appointed, the Lesson may go on to vu., verse 23 ; and 
when Acts vii. is read it may begm at verse 22. The 
Minister, having named the book, chapter, and verse, 
may say, ("Part of Stephen's Apology.") 

12. The following sixteen long chapters of New 
Testament may be divided at the verse affixed to each ; 
and the former part of each of such chapters may be read 
as the Lesson, at the first and the third annual Beading 
of the Kew Testament; and the latter part, at the 
middle Beading, in May, June, July : on the days for 
which they are appointed in the Calendar : — 

Matthew xiii. 31. Luke xi. 29. 

Matthew xxvi. 31. Luke xii. 35. 

Matthew xxvii. 33. Luke xxii. 31. 

Mark vi. 30. Luke xxiii. 27. 

Mark xiv. 26. John vi. 22. 

Luke i. 39. John viii. 20. 

Luke viii. 26. 1 Corinthians xv. 20. 
Luke ix. 37. 
Example, Matthew xiii. appointed as the Lesson, 
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Jannary 15, May 15, and September 12, will be read 
to Terse 31 only on January 15, and September 12 ; 
and will be read from verse 31 to end on May 15. 
Lnke i. 39 to end will be the Lesson on June 17, as 
well as on Eebruary 18, and October 15. 

13. First Lessons Proper for Sundays : — 

(a.) First Sunday after Christmas, Isaiah xzxy., 
loeo zxxvii. Morning. 

(5.) Second Sunday after Epiphany, Isaiah lii., hco 
liii. Evening. 

(c) First Sunday in Lent, Genesis zzi., hco xxii. 
Evening. 

(^.) Second Sunday in Lent, Genesis xzxvii., loco 
xxxiv. Evening. 

{$,) Easter-Day, Exodus zii. may end at verse 15 
Morning. 

(/.) Second Sunday after Easter, Numbers zziii. 
Morning ; and xziv., heo zxv. Evening. 

(^,) Whit-Sunday, Ezekiel xxxvi., verse 25, to 
chapter zxxvii., verse 15, loco Deuteronomy xvi. 
Morning. 

14. Proper Lessons for Holy Days in Lent :* — 

Morning. Evening, 

Ash Wedneadflv ( ^ ^^^^ ^- '^^^^ '^' 

Asn Wednesday . | ^ Luke vi. 20. 2 Peter iii. 

Morning, Hvming, 

Easter Monday . . ( i ?f * ^- Hoseaxi. 

-^ (2 John XIV. Mark xiv. 26. 

rr. J (1 Dan. X. Hosea xii. 

„ mesday . . W j^i^ ^v, Luke xv. 22. 

WfiiiTifiRilav \ ^ ^^- ^- ^ ^^- ^^^®* ™^- 

„ Wednesday . [2 John xi. 45. Luke xxii. 31. 

^ See Preface for other Proper LesBons. 
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Easter Thnrsday . . \\ ?«^-^:.?0-H<fa ^T:. 
, ^ (2 Johnxm. Luke xxiu. 

27—60. 

Tji^^^ Tj,^^ ( 1 Ban. xii. Zech. ix. 8. 

^^'^^^^ ' • (2Luke«iii.50.Heb.iv. 



15. The latter part of the Gk)6pel, for Monday, Tues- 
day, Wednesday, Thursday, in Passion Week, being 
selected as above as proper second lessons for Eyening^ 
the Gospel, and that for the Sunday before, may end at 
the following verses* 

Sunday— 27— " Crucified." 
Monday— 27— " OHves." 
Tuesday- 22— " Cross." 
Wednesday— 31— " Israel." 
Thursday— 27— " Jesus." 

16. Whenever a Special Service^ not of public 
appointment, is held on any day other than Sunday, 
the Lessons and the Psalms may be selected by Min- 
ister. See also before, Y. 4 ; X. 4 ; XII. 



In the foregoing Proposed Permissive Variations, the 
Athanasian Creed and the Catechism are left un- 
touched. It is evident that variations in these could 
not be introduced without confdsion. We must be 
content to use them as they are, or to omit them alto^ 
gether, till they can be altered by authority ; perhaps 
in the foUowing manner. 
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Catechism : — ^It is mneli to be regretted that this ele- 
mentary infitruction of the National Church — so truly 
excellent on the whole, as it confessedly is^-Hshould 
contain expressions that prevent its general and cordial 
adoption, and this too, while it touches not on Aposto- 
lical Succession^ 'etc., etc. 

The insuperable difficulty to the late good Eishop 
Wilson of Calcutta, was so to alter it as to satisfy his 
** Catholic compeer," on the one hand, and his "poor little 
baptist," on the other. It cannot be accommodated to 
these two sects ; but if it were made satisfactory to all 
parties in the Church of England, moderate orthodox 
nonconformists would probably no longer object to 
their children's learning it. The foUdwing alterations 
would perhaps prove satisfactory. Let all the ques- 
tions have "you," etc., heo "thou," etc. Say, "which 
are they»" and in Greedy " on the right hand " — " dan- 
gers of soul and body^' — '^Bpiritual enemy," loco 
« ghostly." 

2nd Q, Thus, ^^ When was this, yom Christian name, 
given you f " 

A, " In my Baptism, wherein I was made a member 
of Chrisfs Chttreh, and became as I hope the child of 
God," etc. 

3rd Q. ** WTiat was then promised for you, or im- 
plied ? " , 

A. "Three things, first," etc. 

4th Q. "jDo you not think that you a/re bound to 
believe and to do Hkese things ? " 

7th Q. " You said iihat you a/re hound to keep God's 
holy will and commandments. Tell me, Where a/re 
these to be found ? '^ 
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A. *^In the Bible which is the Word of God; and 
they a/re briefly vwmmed tij^ in the Ten Commandments.^^ 

After the Tenth ComTnandment, 

Q. ''What did our blessed Sayiour say about the 
Commandmeiits ? " 

A. " Jesus said ; Thou shalt love," etc. 

Q, '* What then do you chiefly leam," etc. 

In answer on duty towards God, put : — 

A. ''To lore Him with all my heart, and with aU my 
sofd, and with aU my mind " [as in Matt. xxii. 37, just 
quoted by the child.] Let "My good child, etc., be 
altered thus : — 

Q, " Are you able to do these things of yourself ? " 

A, "I cannot walk in the Commandments of God, and 
serve Him, without His special grace." 

Q. " How are you to obtain that grace ? " 

A. "By diligent prayer ; for God will give His Holy 
Spirit to tiiem that ask Him." 

Q, Let me then hear you say the Lord's Prayer." 

A, — With Doxology. 

Q. " What do you mean by this word Sacrament ? " 

A* "^ Sacrament is a Holy Ordinance, having an 
outward and visible sign," etc. 

Omit (as deducible from Question three,) the two 
questions — "What is required — ^Baptized?" and the 
next, "Why Lifant|, Baptized?" and immediately 
after answer to question on the inward grace of Bap- 
tism put the two questions on the outward aud inward 
parts of the Lord's Supper. In answer to this, far 
" verily and indeed," say " spiritually." Then ques- 
tion, "Why ordained?" Then question, "Whact 
benefits," etc., and final question. 

But if it be thought best to retain the two questions 
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" What— requiied— Baptized ? " And " Why Infants," 
etc., the answer to the latter should be, " Eecanse they 
promise them both by their sureties, or this promise is 
implied; which, when they come to age," etc. 



Athanasian Gbeed. 

By the proposed variations we "cut the gordian 
knot," for this Creed would never be used in the usual 
chief forenoon Service. Its occasional use however, 
omitting as Waterland suggests, the damnatory clauses, 
is very desirable.^ But for this purpose there must be 
an order to alter it in aU future editions of the Prayer 
Book, and to correct Church Books with the pen till 
such new copies may be had. Once a Quarter is surely 
often enough to use it. Thus, Eubric; "Upon these 
Feasts ; Christmas Day ; Easter Day ; Trinity Sunday ; 



* Professor Harold Browne, (Expos. 39 Articles — ^Art. 8 — ) 
observes, " The particular value of this Greed consists in this, 
that it guards the doctrine of the Trinity and of the Incarna- 
tion against the various heretical subtilties by which it has 
been explained away" — some of which "have been more or 
less approved in onr days — and the loose way in which many 
modem writers on theology often express themselves, requires 
to be restrained by something likd the Creed in question, 
which by its accurate language is calculated to produce ac- 
onracy of thought." On twenty-third verse he well says, " It 
may be asked here, Of what use is this clause? Did any 
heretics ever teach that there were three Fathers, or thi*ee 
Sons, or three Holy Ghosts? The answer is. Those who 
asserted that there were three unoriginated principles (tpik 
«yapvoO) were considered to teach virtually, that there were 
three Fathers, or three Sons, or three Holy Ghosts, or a 
Trinity of Trinities." A heresy condemned by several councils , 
referred to by the Professor. 
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and St. Michael and All-Angels, being Sunday, other- 
irise on the Sunday next before, shall be snng," etc. 

Dele the second verse [which faith, etc.] and twenty- 
eighth [He therefore, etc.] And in twenty-ninth dele 
**to everlasting salvation," and for "he," put "we.** 
Dele the two last verses, aod instead thereof put these 
following; "And the unbelieving, and they that have 
done evil : shall ga away into everlasting punishment." 

"But the faithfiil, and they that have done good: 
shall enter into Hfe eternal." ^ 

Minuter. " Lord, I believe : help Thou mine unbe- 
lief." 

People. " Lord, increase our Eaith : and make ub 
shew it by our works, that Thou mayest be glorified." 

" Glory be ta the Father," etc. 

"Kote, that whenever this Creed, or that of the 
Apostles' is said, if the Communion foUow at the same 
Service, the I^icene Creed ahill be omitted; or the Te 
Beumy if not before used, may be sung or said instead 
thereof." 



Whilst we "earnestly contend for the faith whicli 
was once for all delivered unto the Saiuts," whilst we 
are " fully persuaded in our own mind " that " this is 
the true Faith;" and that "the three Creeds ought 
thoroughly to be received and believed, for they may 
be proved by most certain warrants of Holy Scrip- 
ture ;" whilst we earnestly pray that we may be "kept 
stedfast in this Faith ;" let us abstain £rom denouncing 
him who thinks otherwise. This grand confession of 

1 Bee Matthew xrv. 4i6. 
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ftith is marred by the damnatory clauses ; so alien from 
the spirit of Him who said, *' Judge not, and ye shall 
not be judged." Then blot them out, and instead of 
z^robating another's want of fEdth, pray (as proposed) 
that our own may be increased. 

'' I confess that I cannot apprehend how the Public 
Service would suffer, were there no such damnatory sen- 
tence ever read in it. Kay, I am of opinion that the 
doctrine of the Trinity would be bettor wcmed, and 
•thii Toy iMMiMiut ef it better Teceired, without such 
sentences than with them." — (Bishop Hoadly, Reason- 
obUneM of Conformity^ p. 74.) 



BEinsniciTs. 

In order to leave the Te Beum for occasional use in- 
stead of the Kicene Creed, and for the sake of variety, 
it is desirable to use Benediciie on some occasions; 
especially on Septuagesima Sunday, and on the nine- 
teenth Sunday of Trinity. But to render it appropriate, 
it needs very considerable alterations, which can only 
of course be made by authority, as in the case of the 
Catechism, and Athanaaian Creed : thus ; confining our- 
selves to the Psahns in invoking the inanimate creation 
to praise the Lord : — 

JBenedmte. 
all ye creatures of the Lord, bless ye the Lord : 
Praise Him, and magnify Him for ever. 
2. ye Angels of the Lord, bless ye, etc. 

ye Cherubim and Seraphim, etc. 
4. all ye Powers of the Lord, etc. 

ye Glorious Company of the Apostles, etc. 
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6. ye Gk)odly Fellowship of the Prophets, etc. 

ye Noble Army of Martyrs, etc. 
8. ye Spirits and Souls of the EighteouSy etc. 

ye Holy and Humble men of heart, etc. 
10. ye Sinners, called to be Saints, etc 

ye Priests of the Lord, etc. 
12. all ye Servants of the Lord, etc. 

ye Hoary men, and fiill of years, etc. 
14. ye Aged women likewise, etc. 

ye Fathers upon eadih, etc. 
16. ye Mothers in Israel, etc. 

ye Young Men, and maidens, etc. 
18. ye Children, Eabes, and Sucklings, etc. 

ye Wise and Learned, etc. 
20. ye Simple and Wayfaring men, etc. 

ye High and Low, Eich and Poor, Bond and 
Free, etc. 
22. all ye Works of the Lord, etc. 

Glory be to the Father, etc. 
As it was in the beginning, etc* 



Te Deum. 

This sublime Canticle is impaired in our Book, by 
having the two first verses of the original thrown into 
one, thus making an odd number — 29 instead of the 
triad of decades ; 4,e, Ten of Praise ; Ten of Confession 
of Faith ; and Ten of Prayer. 

It begins with the praise of HIM whom '* all the 
earth doth worship — ^though many ^'ignorantly worship" 
— "the Father everlasting." 
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" Father of all, in every age, 
In every clime adored, 
By Saint, by Savage, and by Sage, 
Jehovah, Jove, or Lord.** 

Htm declare we unto ihem, and with Angels, and all 
the company of Heayen, laud and magnify ; and '^wor- 
ship — one Gfod in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity." 

TMs occupies the first half of the Canticle : as nearly 
at least as 30 verses can be evenh/ divided. In the 
second half, the Worshippers merge into a song of praise 
to ''the King of glory; the everlasting Son;" "car- 
menque CHEISTO, quasi DEO, dicere secum invicem^"* 
Emmanuel, " God with us." The Head of the Church, 
— ^He, who of the Three Divine Persons, was the grand 
Agent in carrying into execution the Divine Counsels 
for us men and for our Salvation — ^He is presented 
most prominently to our attention; and with good 
reason do we ^^ worship that «<w»^" "which is above 
every name :" assured that he that believeth in Tfim 
Bhall never he eonfoundedy 

It is obvious then that the first verse should be 
divided as originally, into two : each pointed at Thee : 

Next, that in the first half of the Canticle — addrest 
to the Blessed Trinity — " Thine honourable," etc., is 
not admissible. The epithet is moreover too conmion, 
and does not properly express the original " veneran- 
dum" — ^well rendered in the American Book, Adorable, 
Let us read then : " The Adorable," etc. 

Here, fet passimj, should be read " CherubtVw, and 
Seraphtm" — and after "confounded," should be added, 
"Amen." 

Lastly — ^the end of the verse " When Thou tookest," 

1 Plin: Epist: Trajano.Lib. x. 
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etc., is objectionable. The American improvement is 
not entirely satisfiactory — " Thou didst humble thyself 
to be bom of a Virgin " — " The blessed Virgin," would 
be better — ^but " of woman," would perhaps be best." 

"For Thou wert bom of woman," etc. (Dean Mil- 
man.) 

" God sent forth His Son made of a woman." (Gal. 
iv. 4.) 

Jf thb changB were adopted — ^in order to prevent the 
apparent antitheds, and partial Aymfl, be^Beai '^man" 
and "woman," at the end of each penthememer, the 
whole verse might be, " When Thou tookest upon Thee 
to refleem mankind : Thou didst humble Thyself to he lorn 
of woman,^* 

The Canticle should be divided into three parts, by a 
line, or blank space, after, " Martyrs praise Thee," and 
again after "Judge." It might also be divided into 
two parts by a smaller blank space, after " Comforter." 
For one change, or for two, in the Chant. 

"When read, the tersanetm verse would fall to the 
congregation, which is more suitable. 

At present, when a double chant is used, " Thou art 
the King," etc., and the next verse should go together. 

The writer confesses that he is Ifee studio oithara, 
nee musa deditus ulli: he ventures however to submit 
that the first verses might conveniently be chanted, 
with the following appropriate triple repetition : " Wq 
praise Thee, we praise Thee : We praise Thee, God." 

"We acknowledge Thee, Thee, Thee: to be the 
Lord." 



43 



EEMAEES. 

Such then are the Proposed FermiBsive Yariations in 
the fMe of the Church Services. It will he evident that 
they tend to general edification, they are for the henefit 
of aU Churchmen, Lay, as well as Clerical, and not to 
gratify this or that party. The solitary exception is in 
Baptism : in which office, whilst the High Churchman 
continues as heretofore to declare the child haptized, to 
be regenerate, in and by Baptism, more moderate men 
are allowed, not indeed to oppose this view, but simply 
to state the fact that the child baptized is incorporated 
into the Church ; without declaring what they do not 
believe, and what the Law has decided they are not 
bound as Churchmen to believe. Surely, my Eeverend 
High Church Brethren, you will not object to remove 
this stumbling stone out of the path of the weaker 
Brethren — ^if such you deem them. You will not surely 
continue to make your Brother to offend. You will no 
longer keep out of the Church, and swell the ranks of 
Dissent with, the great body of the Evangelicals. With 
* that question too of St. Peter staring you in the fsice, 
(Acts X. 47)9 ^' Can any man forbid water, that these 
should not be baptized, which have received the Holy 
Ghost as weU as we ?" they then were baptized with 
water after i^ey had hem baptized (regenerate) with the 
Holy Ghost ! " Baptismal Eegeneration,'' (the lamented 
Bishop Shirley observed, in 1844,) is a subject of great 
difficulty, which has been continually rising up in the 
Church, like that of Predestination," etc. ; and I believe 
the less that is said or vmtten about them, the better, 
because they turn upon the movements of God's Spirit, 
which 'bloweth where it Usteth,' and on the existencf 
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of Mth oad repentance^ of which we can only judge by 
the fruits." 

" There are many questions in Divinity " — ^this may 
be considered one of them — ^* in the inyestigating of 
which, the mind fluctuates with an irksome uncertainty ; 
unable to perceiye such a preponderance of argument as 
will warrant it in embracing as true, either the one 
side, or the other. This hesitation arises, in many cases, 
firom our not understanding the fiilL meaning of the 
language, be it common, or figoratiye, in which a doc- 
trine is revealed. In some it proceeds from our attempt- 
ing to apprehend definitely, what is expressed indeter- 
minately, or clearly what God hath not thought proper 
dearly to reveal ; in others it is to be attributed to an 
indecision of temper, to which some men are pecuHady 
subject : but let it originate from what cause it may, it 
is far more tolerable than an arrogant temerity of judg- 
ment. — (Bishop Watson's Prefeu^e to Theological Tracts.) 

"Let us therefore follow after the things which make 
for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another." 

Such is the tendency of the Proposed Variations, on 
which we now proceed to make remarks. 



I. The Tbiplb Moening Sebvice.^ (Page 6.) 
When this produces weariness, it is not so much by 

1 VaH(xtion8 are so proposed in the ten Services, that there 
may be used each time of Divine Bervice, 

1. A Lesson, or an Epistle and Gospel, or both. 

2. A portion of the Psahns, or the Te Dev/m, or both. 

S. The General Thanksgiving — [to follow the Prayer for the 
Church Militant : — ^when not before said.] 

4. The Collect for the Day — once only. 

5. The Morning or the Evening Collect — ^if early or late— 
».A the third Collects at Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer. 

6. An Absolntion. 
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its length, as by its repetitions, ocoaaioned by the use of 
three Services, without the omission of what is thus in- 
troduced several times over. The Proposed Yaiiationsy 
by the slight and easy transposition of the morning Col- 
lect, and by a few simple omissions, and an easier transi- 
tion to the Second part of the Service, obviate this 
inconvenience. 

1 . The Exhortation tells us that the Scripture moveth 
us to confess our sins, and not to cloke them, but to 
confess them; surely we need only to be told, first 
negatively, and then positively : we can moreover, 
occasionaUy at least, dispense with the prolix account 
wh^efore we are come together. It has been contended 
that aa some persons are sure to come in afker the com- 
mencement of the Service, it is better to have the dis- 
turbance before the more solemn part — ^the Oonfession ; 
therefore the longer the exhortation the better ! Surely 
the Minister's breath might be spared by that of the 
organ, or of the congregation, by commencing with a 
long Yoluntary, or with Singing. The objection to thus 
commencing, because '' ours is a penitential Service," 
is weak. It appears to have been the custom in the 
primitive Church to begin with singing, especially 
Psalm xcv; '4t being always sung with a strong and 
loud voice, to hasten those people into Church who 
were in the cemetery or Churchyard, or other adjacent 
parts^ waiting for the beginning of prayers."^ .... 
(Wheatley— from Durand.) 

^ Snrelj, where the people are not strong antiperipatetios, 
a Snrplice procession from the Yeetry to the seats — a little 
cirefumfimAjmgaMon to give more time, might be allowed — chan- 
ting the 96th Fsahn, would be an unobjectionable and beautiful 
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2. The occasioaal nse of the ahorter Absolution from 
the Commnmon is allowed in the American Chnrch, 
and would proye an agreeable chaqge. It is not neces- 
sary that the people should follow it in their books; 
although, if the use became general, it might beprinted^ 
in this place [within brackets]. As might also, 

8. The morning Collect, after the Lord's Prayer. 
The venerable compilers of our Liturgy, most judici- 
ously, placed the eyening Collect [Lighten our dark- 
ness, etc.] at the close of eyening Prayer; but they 
cannot be said to haye been equally happy ia makiag 
MomiDg Prayer end, as they did, with the morning 
Collect. Whilst we would commend ourselyes to the 
Lord's protection at night, the last thing; ia the morn- 
ing, the first thing should be to thank Him for His pro. 
tection during the night, which is implied in the words,. 

beginnizig of the Servioe. Stations, croBsmgs, bowings, genu- 
flexions, etc., to be strictly forbidden. If the Yestry be near 
the Lord's Table, the minister, etc., might at once kneel down 
at the raUfl for private prayer, before proceeding to their seats. 

Where there ore not choristers, the organ might strike np as 
the minister sets ont for the Desk; the words not to commence tin 
he is setiMU The Minister ought not to be moving about firom 
place to place, during any part of the svnging ; distnrbing the 
congregation in their worship. Let the Minister after giving out 
the number of the Psalm or Hymn, twice — ordinal, and cardinal 
— immediately read out the first Ime—^ assure the people of 
the right place — and then at once, if need be, proceed to the 
Pulpit, ete. ; whilst the twne is being played. Eschew going 
into the Yestry during 6«rvice ; also the Popish and stage* 
player^s custom of appearing in a different dress at the same 
Service. 

" Servetur ad imum 
QuaJis ab initio prooesserit." 

If he is to take a part in the Prayers, of course he will ap- 
pear in his Surplice ; let him not change it — ^but preach in it, 
if he preach, etc. The Minister, who is to preach only, should 
at once appear in his gown. Surely, surely, this is common 
sense. 
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'^who hast safely brought us to the beginning of this 
day/' though it would be a great improyement to add 
("for which, and all Thy mercies, we give Thee hearty 
thanks.'') Then we would desire Sis protection during 
the day; that we may not fSsdl into the sin and danger, 
amongst other things, of praying to TTinn with our lips 
only, in the solemn service just commenced. If this 
Collect had been placed where it is now proposed to use 
it, Eitualists would not haye MLed to point out the 
singular propriety of its position. Although our more 
indolent habits allow not its use at " the beginning of 
the doAf^"* let us at all events use it, as nearly as we 
can, at the beginning of the Service. If thus used, it 
would be said (even where Morning Prayer commences 
as late as a quarter to twelve), before the clock " toUs 
the departure of the noontide hour." As it is now 
placed, it is often not said till afternoon. Another im- 
portant reason for thus transposiiig this ancient and 
beautiful Collect (without which no Morning Service 
should be said), is, that it is the only part of the 
Service that cannot be conveniently omitted between 
the Canticle following the Lesson, and the Litany, as 
proposed in 5. 

4. Especially where the Canticles are not chanted. 
Where these are chanted, and the Psalms in the ordi- 
nary course are read — as they ought always to be in 
Parish Churches — this 95th Psalm may be chanted on 
the 19th day also, and the ordinary Psalms begin with 
the 96th. The Eubric only directs that it is not then 
to be read here, etc. 

5. This is obvious, and is one of the most important 
variations proposed; thus we cut off the great prolixity 
of the triple Service. The Apostles' Creed to be fol- 
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lowed by the Nicene ; another repetition of the Lord's 
Prayer; suffirages all virtaally repeated in the Litany ; 
the Collect for the day repeated in the Conmnmion, 
and the Becond Collect included in the Litany. The 
formal and beautiful salutation — "The Lord be with 
you," etc., followed by the old UrttS^ ^fiiSfny,^ "Let 
us pray eamestiy" — " and offer up our solemn Litany," 
is surely most appropriate at the commencement of this 
impressive and comprehensiye Service. Moreover the 
transition to the Litany afber the Canticle, or Hymn, or 
Voluntary,* succeeding the Lesson, is easy. As it is 
now ordered, it is felt to be inconvenient that so impor- 
tant and distinct a Service should abruptiy follow the 
third Collect ; and if there be singing before it, that 
also is felt to follow too near upon the Canticle. 

The Second Lesson and its succeeding Psalm may 

^ As the invitatiou " Let ns pray/' twice occnrring in the 
Litany, when we ofre pitying, hiis been fonnd fanlt with, we 
may observe that in the Ancient Chnrch it was often uttered 
by a Deacon in the middle of the service, to increase the devo- 
tion of the worshippers : q.d. " Let ns really pray." It was 
also said by the IViest — " Oremns" — ^when they proceeded to 
longer prayers — oraUonea — ^from short alternate "preces." And 
at &e beginning of Prayers. It might well be nsed with us 
before the Prayer for the Queen, when Morning Prayer or 
Evening Prayer has been interrupted by the Anthem. Also 
before the Lord's Prayer in the Po^-Communion. Pratt, when 
seventeen years of age, was first stirred up to serious reflection 
by this short invitation used by Bobinson, of Leicester, before 
sermon. 

^ The use of what is called a Vohmtwry, afber the Second 
Lesson was common at the tune of theBeformation, as appears 
from the following account of it given by Lord Bacon. — (Pacific* 
of CTmrch.) — " After reading of the Word, it was thought fit 
that there should be some pause for holy meditation, b'efove 
they proceeded to the rest of the Service; which pause was 
thought fit to be filled rather with some grave sound, than with 
a still silence; which was the reason of playing upon the 
organs after the Lessons were read." — Rev, W, 0. Hwnvphry on 
the Commwn PrcvyeTf p. 114. 



49 

be omitted whenever there is to be a Communion ; the 
Epistle and Gospel, and "comfortable words" supplying 
its place. When there is a Sermon and no Communion, 
it may be left to the Ordinary to determine upon the 
omission. 

6, 7. These suffrages ought clearly to be inserted as 
proposed, instead of using the long prayers at the close, 
after all special prayers have been concluded by the. 
general request for deliverance ^^m all our troubles," 
etc., for which reason also as in, 

9. We would use any other special prayer that may 
be required, before the general one, "0 God, mercifiil 
Father," etc. 

10. One of the two beautifnl, but almost identical 
prayers (" God, merciful," etc., and, " We humbly," 
etc.,) should be dispensed with, as well as the ten Yer« 
fiicles,^ (" From our enemies," etc.,) all of which have 
been virtually anticipated. But at the next revision, 
these Yersicles might, with singular propriety, be in- 
serted between the double, " Christ, hear us," and 
the following, " Lord, have mercy upon us ;" where the 
service changes, from supplicating the Second Person 
only, to addressing all the Three Blessed Persons — ^then 
the Father — and then rises to praise and thanksgiving. 
How much better is it to use the General Thanksgiving 
immediately after Gloria Patrij than, having therein 
ascended to praise, again to descend ad miserw preces. 
The American Eubric allows the omission, at dis- 
cretion, of all, after the Eesponse to the second ''0 
Lamb," etc., to " We humbly beseech Thee," etc. The 

^ These Yersioles, with the exception of the last two, intro- 
dnoed from the Te Dev/m, were to be used in the LitiEUiy of 
Saram, in the time ojwatr, — Hvmphry, 
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end of this prayer too nearly resembles that of the 
General Thanksgiving to be nieehf used immediately 
before it, whilst the former Prayer, " God, merciful," 
etc., in which we desire ^'that we may evermore ffwe 
thanks" forms a most appropriate introduction, together 
with the *^ Lord, arise," etc., and the Gloria Patri, 
to the beautiful General Thanksgiving. But neither 
these variations, nor the omissions allowed in the I^ote, 
nor indeed anything herein suggested, would cause any 
diMculty, or inconvenience to the Congregation. 

One more variation in the Litany would be a great 
improvement. Instead of praying for deliverance 
j&om one specific act of sin, and appearing to make the 
Eomish distinction between venial and " deadly sin " — 
which expression has always offended our Presbyterian 
Brethren — ^instead of naming what it is a shame to speak 
of — and what almost excludes the suffrage from Family 
Prayer — ^let us go to the root of the matter, and pray 
(as in American Prayer Book), ^'Erom all inordinate 
and sinful affections; and from all the deceits of the 
world, the flesh, and the devil." 

11. If we are to have any Permissive YariationSy 
who will object .to this singularly appropriate use of 
the ^'ipsissima Verba" of our blessed Lord, inserted 
in the American Book ? Who again, from Her Majesty, 
to Her Majesty's meanest subject, will object to the next 
substitution? (also American). Most earnest, and, we 
doubt not, heartfelt prayers for the Queen, will already 
have been offered in the Litany, and will again be 
offered, when the Prayer for the Church Militant is 
used; therefore to insist upon prayer again here for the 
Sovereign, '* quia custos utriusque TaMa" ifl tiifiing : 
" vain repetition." 
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13, The use of the third Exhortation immediately 
after the Greedy it will be remembered, is the judicious 
recommendatiou of Convocation. By all means let it 
be read here, (when read at all,) to the mixed mul- 
titude, and not to the Communicants only, who may 
charitably and reasonably be supposed to have weighed 
the matter well previously. Ifumbers probably who 
would have been "worthy Communicants" have been 
kept away by the strong expressions, particularly by 
the word damnation. Both the clauses are omitted in 
the American Book. 

16. It has been said that non-communicants should 
be allowed to depart " Graceless," since they turn their 
backs upon the Lord*s Table. Surely we may reply to 
such objector, "Now walkest thou not charitably." 
The children^ at all events, are not blameable ! 

16. "When there is not a " Charity Sermon," but the 
Alms, if any, are to be disposed of as usual, this varia- 
tion will be found convenient. When there is a Com- 
munion, it is very desirable that the Offertory should be 
used before non-communicants leave; they generally, 
{children especially) esteem it a privilege to be allowed 
thus to contribute ; why should they not do so ? Thus 
also, 

17. The money-bags being laid aside, the Actual 
Celebration commences most appropriately with the 
"Invitation," (prefeced with " Dearly Beloved," etc.) 
And Confession, and Absolution having akeady taken 
place, it is superfluous and wearisome to repeat them, 
particularly as the lowly confession of unworthiness 
followB so closely. Any Minister however, finding the 
omission displeasing to his people, would of course not 
make it. 
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18. In the Long Primer 12mo. Prayer Book of the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, the wot6b 
repeated to each Communicant in delivering the Bread 
and the Wine, which, be it remembered, combine the 
two forms, nsed respectively in the First and the Second 
Book of Edward YI., occupy fifteen lines. In the same 
Book, and corresponding Bible, the whole ^'Evening 
Prayer," including the Psalms and Lessons, of average 
length, take seven hundred and fifty lines ; so that to 
give the Elements separately to fifty Communicants is 
equal to performing Evening Service ! and that imme- 
diately after the triple Morning Service ! — equal in 
point of length, but infinitely more fatiguing. 

The Writer sometimes performs four Services, and 
occasionally five, on the Sunday, wil^out fatigue. Bnt 
the repetition in a low voice of the words used in 
giving the Elements to his fifty Communicants he finds 
exhausting. What must it be to the weaker Brethren ! 
Where there are many Communicants how wearisome 
to the Laity, who have not the excitement to sustain 
them! ''The time will be longer than the age of 
some, and infirmities of other some, can ordinarily well 
bear."^ Truly it seems to be a turning of the Feast 
into a penance ! 

The irreverent comparison to ''feeding chickens/' 
when the consecrated bread is given to a whole rail-Ml, 
is disgusting ; yet it must be confessed, that the method 
in some large Churches of repeating the whole of the 
words, with you and your, and then supplying tiie 
whole rail, is not to be compared, in regard to solemnity, 
with the plan now proposed ; which appears to unite 

1 T. 0. in "Hooker," V. 32. 
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the advantages of general, and partkulat distribation, 
agreeably to Canon 21. The "tarrying one for another," 
and then all eating together, after solemn meditation, 
while the bread was held in the hand, would be yery 
impressive. 

And how much more solemn for the whole row to 
leave the Table together, than for one to slink away 
after another; necessarily causing a commotion and 
distraction. 

20. This provision is not perhaps so much called for 
now, as when it was proposed by the Commissioners of 
1689. If, however, it should prove a comfort to a 
scrupulous brother now and then, why not allow it ? 
It shows our goodwill to please all, as far as we possi- 
bly can.^ 

Let the Low Churchman no longer offend his High 
Church Brethren, Lay and Clerical, by allowing the 
bread and wine to be placed upon the table before the 
oommenoement of the Service, and to be then insi^nifi- 
eanUy covered with a cloth, in direct violation of the 
BuMc. 

How many Communions sbould there be in the year? 
for villages, the writer considers his own plan the best. 

At the beginning of every year, a very legible notice 
is bung up inside the Church, at each door; "The 
Holy Communion will be administered, God willing,, 
twice a quarter; on the following days. The eight 
times are thus fixed: Quinquagesima Sunday; or, if that 
be ten or more weeks from Christmas, then a Communion 



^ The Curate ehonld remind the sorapnlonB, that reoeiving 
thifl Sacrament Httvng, Bavonrs of Socinianism and Popery. 
The Ariana began the custom ; and the Pope always thns 
commimioateB. 
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is appointed half- way between the two. Then on Eas- 
ter-day, and "Whit Sunday ; then between this last and 
Christmas-Day, the weeks are equally divided for three 
or for four Communions, according as one was or was 
not had before Quinquagesima. Thus, there are always 
about six or seven weeks between each. "When the 
number of weeks permits, the Sunday nearest Michael- 
mas is selected. Quinquagesima Sunday (the Sunday 
immediately before Lent), seems a most appropriate day 
for the " Feast of Charity," often about seven weeks 
from the last Communion at Christmas, and seven before 
Easter, and this, seven before "Whitsuntide. 

This arrangement is preferable to the old scanty three 
or four Communions, (approximating to the solitary 
Scotch yearly celebration), and to a monthly Communion. 
These eight, with four Charity Sermons, make a dozen 
Collections in the year. Surely as many as there ought 
usually to be now ; as we have also Poor-rates and 
Church-rates. 

During the Offertory, when there are no alms, and 
therefore a few sentences only are read, the People 
should stand; but when a collection is made>, let them 
sit In the latter case, a short Voluntary between 
each sentence, affords opportunity for meditating there- 
on, and is very solemn and impressive. 

Communicants should be instructed to kneel before 
the Table as close together as conveniently may be ; and 
to receive the Bread and the Cup in the right hand, 
without a glove. 



II. MoBiTLNG Peatek akd LiTAiTr. (Page 10.) 

The CoUect for the Day shomld be used once, and 
once only, each time of Divine Service; and should 
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always be announced; except when the Sunday Collect 
is used during the week after. The word ^^ BoAf^^ 
should be added, after the possessive case, ApostM ; 
referring to, Thomas, Barnabas, James, Bartholomew, 
Matthew, Luke, Simon and Jude; and after, Saint 
Michael and All Angels ; and to all the immovable 
Feasts should be prej&xed by the Printers the day of the 
month on which they fall ; before each Collect. Thus, 
on October the 18th, the Minister (knowing the date of 
course,) wants to find Saint Luke's Collect, say the 
book opens at Saint James ; now if "July the 25th," is 
printed there, he knows at once, he must ixmiforwm'd, 
etc 



III. MoBiHNG Pbatbe ajstd CoMMUiirioN. (Page 10.) 

1, Divine Service should never be performed without 
the beautiful General Thanksgiving, added in 1662, at 
the suggestion of the Puritans. It is obvious how 
well, when not elsewhere said, it foUows the Prayer 
for Church Militant, at the commencement of which we 
acknowledge our duty to gi/oe thanks for all men, and at 
the end of which we hless Ood^s holy name for all, etc. 
Let us hope it will ere long become usual for congre- 
gations to join aloud in the General Thanksgiving. 

Archbishop Whately, (^Parish Pastor, 118.) finding 
fault with people for not joining in th^ Eesponses, and 
for joining aloud in wrong places, observes, " So great 
is the misapprehension prevailing among some as to 
this point, that it is even the ordinary practice of some 
congregations to repeat aloud the whole of the General 
Thanksgiving.'' We rejoice to hear it. " A layman," 
recommending the practice in the Times, justly observe ~ 
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that as all join audibly in the dm/esnon, at the begin- 
ning of the Service, so is it appropriate to do the same 
at the close, in the General Thanksgiving. 

Polehampton, in his interesting diary at Lncknow, 
says of the soldiers, ^* They took me by surprise in the- 
(General Thanksgiving, by all jqping aloud. It had a 
very beautiful effect, and it seemed as if they were all 
truly grateful to God for his mercies to them in this 
strange country." 

The people should also join aloud with Minister in 
the Lord's Prayer, (except before the Sermon, and in 
Ante-Communion,) the Confessions, Apostles' and 
l^icene Creeds, the first four Invocations in Litany, 
and the three before the Lord's Prayer in Litany ; and 
in the Ter Sanctus at the words, " Holy, holy, boly/' 
etc., and again (all standing) in the Gloria in excMs. 
Let the first a in Amen inyariably be sounded as in 
faiher. 



lY. MoBini7G PsAYEs. (Page 11.) 

3. Thirty years ago this omission was made, with 
good effect, at the early week-day Service in St. Paul's 
Cathedral; where about a score of persons used to 
attend in the North West Chapel. 



V. LiTANT. (Page 11.) 

1. There seems to be a break after "neither reward 
us," etc., before the following general prayer, in which 
place the Collects would come in well. 

2. Absolution, declaratory, as in Morning Prayer and 
Evening Prayer, or precatory, as in Communion, should 
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be pronounced every time Divine Service is performed ; 
at least on Sunday. It follows well here after the 
penitential supplications, and the entreating of the 
Lord " to arise and help us/' etc. The remainder of 
the proposed additions can cause no perplexity. The 
Gloria Patri following, the Absolution is very appro- 
priate ; and followed by " Praise ye," etc., leads to the 
introduction of the Psalms, as in Evening Prayer ; and 
the Psalms to the Lesson ; and that to the Te Bewm; or 
the Thanksgiving is pointed out by the Minister's invi- 
tation — " Let us pray," etc. Thus the Litany is made 
a complete^ as well as most beautiful Service.^ 

The addition of a Creed may occur perhaps to some ; 
but the Litany so embraces in itself all the Articles of 
the Faith, that a distinct Creed would be superfluous. 

Query. — ^As the Litany with these variations, would 
be a most appropriate Service at Assizes, would it not 
be advisable on such occasions to insert, "The Judges," 
after, "the Lords of the Council," notwithstanding 
that they are generally included under the term magu- 
tratea? 



1 "With us there is never any time bestowed in Divine Ser- 
vice, without the reading of a great part of the Holy Scripture, 
which we acconnt a thiig most necessary." [Hooker V. 20.] 
Nor are the Psahns, or Te Dev/m, any more than the General 
Thanksgiving, " ont of place at the close of an office of hmni- 
liation like the Litany. For after such an office we need 
Bomething to raise ns, as it were, and refresh ns ; and nothing 
is more snitable for this pmpose, nothing is more apt to give ns 
confidence for the fhtnre, than the recollection of God's mercies 
vouchsafed to us in past times. This transition is also in 
accordance with the example of David, who sometimes ends a 
Psalm of sorrow and supplication with a burst of praise and 
thanksgiving. See Psalms vi., xxii., hod.," etc. — Hv/nyphry on 
the Commum Frayer, page 160. 
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VI. LiTAKT AND CoMMTJiTroir. (Page 12.) 
In villages where there are two regular Services 
every Sunday, would not this do admirably for the 
first? A Second Zesam, with or without a Canticle, 
might follow Te Beum. The two Services would thus 
be entirely diflferent, instead of the latter being, as at 
present, in a great measure a mere repetition of the 
former. 

YII. CoMMTTNioN. (Page 12.) 
What a concise and beautiful little Service ! How 
suitable for solemn Christmas Eve, and New Year's 
Eve midnight Services ! And for early Communions ! 



VIII. Evening Peatek akd Litant. (Page 13.) 
In some villages where it is impossible to persuade 
many to attend Church in the morning, it may be advi- 
sable to alternate the Services, thus: One Sunday morn- 
ing; Morning Prayer and Communion: — ^Evening; 
Evening Prayer and Litany. Next Sunday morning ; 
Morning Prayer and Litany: — Evening; Evening 
Prayer and Communion. 



X. Evening Peatee. (Page 13.) 

2. This would be an agreeable change, and unat- 
tended with difficulty to the people. 

3. So would this also be: the practice in many Cathe- 
drals.^ 



^ It is strange that a " Master of Israel" having laid aside 
the use of the Lord's Prayer before Sermon on acoount of its 
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5. Dictum Sat, "Evening Prayer" often com- 
mences at 2, and at 1 ; and occasionally even at 12, at 
Visitations, and that at Midsummer ! 

NbteSy on X. These appear sufficiently to provide 
for uniformity, and to guard against offending the 
inclinations or prejudices of the people.^ 

As to the length of the Sermon; it is too long if at 
the triple Morning Service it exceed twenty minutes. 
"When there is a Communion, it would be wise to omit 
the Sermon altogether. Half an hour at Evening 
Prayer is ample. " The necessity of shortness causeth 
men to cut off impertinent discourses, and to comprise 
much matter in few words."* Paul indeed might 
preach until midnight with but one of his congregation 



fi:^nent repetition ; should have resmned it heoanse, " People 
thonght or said that he objected to the Lord's Prayer." 

If omitted as proposed in several parts of the Service ; its 
use before Sermon would not be so objectionable. Its omission 
is of conrse of very reverence, in order not to make it too conu- 
mon. It should snrely never be used more than thrice at the 
same Service. We have the blessed Saviour's own example in 
praying the third time in the same words. 

^ The Commnnion should always be said in every Church, 
once at least every Sunday. As the Dean of Ely observes, 
*' The Communion Office is the great distinguishing feature o 
the Sunday worship of the English Church. — By far the greatest 
portion of this Volume is devoted to the office for the adminis- 
tration of the Holy Communion; shewing the importance 
assigned to that Sacrament in the Services." (Guide to Parish 
Church.) 

If the elasticity and variety herein suggested were allowed, 
there would be no inducement to Clergymen to have an irre- 
gular Service, as a third Service, either in the Church or 
School-room, as some good men now do : thus encouraging a 
taste for nonconformist Services. The people too, hence con- 
clude that the Minister himself prefers, and would always 
have the free Service if he might. 

» Hooker, V. 82. 
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" fallen into a deep sleep ;" " Let us have another 
glass *' — ^when the sand and the Sermon had run on for 
an hour — ^might do in Burnet's time ; ^ and even in 
these impatient days, an " occasional Sermon " by the 
Bishop of Oxford, and such like Boanerges, when for 
the best part of an hour civo yXua-aifii fAtTuroq yTivxiuf ptit 
kv^i, may produce a feeling of regret at its termination ; 
but such cases are rare indeed. 

Let us beware of having to make the old excujse — " I 
had not time to shorten it." We may be well content 
to have it said of our sermon — " It had but one fault; 
it was too short.'' The hearers will pardon us that 
wrong. One sermon for one day is ample for any one 
to hear; and if all our people could attend in the after- 
noon, it would be desirable always to omit the Morning 
Sermon. It would be far better omitted where there 
are three Services.' <<My house shall be called the 
hou8e of prat/er" The Church of England, with its 
venerable andbeautiM Liturgy, is xar «|o;^ii', a, pray- 
ing Chwrch, Following, however, the example of our 
Presbyterian brethren — "!No Sermon, no Service" — 



^ What would th&n have been thonght of the king of Pmssia's 
order that Divine Service exceed not an hour ! " An hour and 
a half in reformed Churches is ordinarily thought reasonable 
for their whole Service." (T. C. in Hooker, V. 22.) Hecvrvng 
is vastly more fatiguing than preobchi/ng. How tedious must 
be a Sermon "That like a wounded snake drags its slow 
length along/' to poor rustics, especially after the stroke of 
twelve has intimated "Dinner's ready," with many the only 
hot dinner in the week eaten with their families ! 

' " The Apostles preached, as well when they wrote, as when 
they spake the Grospel of Christ; and our usual public reading 
of the Word of God for the people's instruction, is preaching. 
Moses had them that preached him, in that he was read every 
Sabbath day."— Acta xv. 21. Hooker, V. 21. 
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whence Eomanists termed it, "a mere preach^ — ^we 
have surfeited our people with sermons, and they now 
loudly complain. 

In a clever and interesting article, headed '^ Ser- 
mons," in '^ Blackwood's Magazine" for August, 1862, 
the writer observes : 

" If you will not consent to be preached to, then you 
must not worship. This dilemma is forced upon ub 
every Sunday. We have no mind to ' forsake the as- 
sembling of ourselves together.' To lose the public 
worship of our Maker and our Saviour, the thankful 
commemoration of the Holy Besurrection, would be to 
take away much of the comfort, and a great portion of 
the beauty of life. But sermon hearing is the dark 
duty which hovers by the side of the celestial right. 
"We must pay this toll to the Church for the privilege of 
worship. Our hearts have swelled while we have ad- 
dressed our Lord in the sublime adjurations of the 
Litany; but they must not be permitted to return into 
the sunshine with that thrill of devotion still expanding 
their depths. After we have enjoyed the privilege, 
which is our Christian birthright, of worshipping our 
God; here comes the duty which counterbalances that 
right, lest it should carry us too near Him. There is, 
perhaps, scarcely a Church-goer of any class in the 
kingdom, who could not give instances of this hard 
grievance. * If only he would not preach,' cries many 
a weary, aggravated so^." 

" The public lifts up a heavy outcry — a simultaneous 
yawn and lamentation, here more drowsy, there more 
violent, against the inhuman infliction which, Sunday 
after Sunday, tries all its powers." 

^ Hooker, Y. 28. — ^Their praying is preaching. 
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*' The Churcli is Gilbert Scott's, which is next best 
to being an old Church, venerable with the moss of 
centuries, l^ever worship rose to heaven in more noble 
harmony of words than this English Service, which 
chants the hymn of Ambrose, and says the prayers of 
the Old Saints. Moses and David, with hearts and lips 
inspired, come in to take their part, and then the Evan- 
gelist and the Apostle — ^perhaps John, whom the Lord 
loved most, and Paul, the prince of preachers. Is it 
not enough? — ^Alas, no! Something else has to follow 
'before we can be permitted to depart, to think over all 
that so grand an array of teachers has brought before us. 
Is there no possible remedy for this wonderful national 
infliction ? — *Our birthright,' as Christians and Members 
of the Church, is not the privilege of hearing Sermons, 
but of worshipping God." 

We must take aU this, cum grcmo saUs : still we may 
rest assured that it is not a mere conceit of the writer's. 
Hear a very gr&,ve and sober Divine on this subject. 
Yinet, a Swiss Minister, in his valuable Treatise on 
"Pastoral Theology," page 167, says "Preaching is an 
addition to worship, and is not itself worship. Harms is 
not wrong in proposing hours of worship in which preach- 
ing shall not be introduced. This would not tend to dispa- 
rage preaching, but to set a higher estimate on worship." 
Binging a bell between Prayers and Sermon, to allow 
worshippers to go out, and hearers to come in, has been 
adopted here and there; but it does not appear desir- 
able. Besides the unseemly confusion, it must occasion 
much division, and discussion that is not convenient, 
about the different preachers, etc. 

After all, if we would but preach short Sermons, and 
(taking a leaf out of Mr. Spurgeon's book) "use great 
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plaiimess of speech," and make ovx Sermons interesting, 
avoiding common-place and Tolgaiity, our people gene- 
rally would " hear us gladly," and with profit.* "We 
shoot above their heads. Let argumentative, recondite 
Sermons, with tropes, and '' Sesquipedalia verba," be 
confined to the Universities, the Inns of Court, and aris- 
tocratic Chapels. Such discourses, by ordinary congre- 
gations, will be deemed Metapht/sics ; according to the 
canny Scot's definition thereof — " When he that listens 
dinna ken what he that speaks means, and he that 
speaks dinna ken what he means binigfllf — that is Me- 
taphysics!" 

The ordinary hearer will not enter into the spirit of 
the following direction : '' Until you understand a 
writer's ignorance, presume yourself ignorant of his 
understanding. Utterly baffled in all my attempts to 
understand the ignorance of Plato" — speaking of the 
Timoeus — " I conclude myself ignorant of his under- 
standing." — 8. T. Coleridge, Biographia Literaria^ XII. 



XI. MonmnNTG Peaiek akd Eveniko Psateb, 
(shortened on week days.) (Page 15.) 

If any should feel inclined to object that the pruning- 
knife has here, or elsewhere, been used too freely ; let 
him remember the varied circumstances under which 
''Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer daily, through- 
out the year," may be said. In Cathedrals and large 
town Churches, as well as in small village congrega- 
tions, in College and private Chapels, in ships and 
houses, at open air Services, at home and abroad, in the 
temperate, torrid, and frigid zones — "where prayer 
was wont to be made," and where its blessed accents 

^ FMyided we really preach unto them Jesus. 
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were never before heard ; and that what might be very 
appropriate under some of these circumstances, under 
others would be extremely inconyenient. Further, 
they are permissive only, and under the control of 
Buling Elders. After all, too, how seldom is daily 
Common Prayer regularly said ! And wherefore ? Be- 
cause it is so long. Allow it to be shortened as here 
proposed— observe the mwrrow is left — and then in pri- 
vate Chapels, now disused, or in which short private 
forms of prayer are read, the Book of Common Prayer 
will again be used; as well as in many a village Church, 
now open only on the Sunday. The laudable custom, 
too, may become common in our large towns, of having 
a short Service, in which men in the midst of business 
may, for a few happy minutes, lay aside carking cares, 
and obtain Spiritual refreshment. — Sursum Corda* 



XII. Saints' Days. (Page 16.) 

As a general custom, the observance of Saints' Days 
is at an end — "So much the better" — cries the low 
Churchman. Nay, brother, speak not unadvisedly with 
thy Hps. The departed Saints ! whose faith follow — 
we have them for ensamples — that we may be followers 
of them, as they also were of Christ. The inspired 
Apostle " wiUs that men pray everjrwhere ;" " praying 
always." Surely it cannot then be amiss, surely we do 
well when we meet together, in the Lord's House, for 
Prayer and praise, on those days on which, for so many 
generations, has been commemorated by the Church, 
that which is " right dear in the sight of the Lord — ^the 
death of His Saints." " Ye blessed Saints above" — 
good Bishop Hall, heinff dead^ yet speaketh — " Ye blessed 
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Saints above, we honour your memories as far as we 
ought; we do with praise recount your virtues; we 
magnify your victories ; we bless God for your happy 
exemption from the misery of this world, and for your 
estate in that blessed immortality. "We imitate your holy 
examples; we long and pray for a happy consociation 
with you. "We dare not raise temples, dedicate altars, di- 
rect prayers unto you; we dare not, finally, offer you any- 
thing which ye are unable to receive, nor put anything 
upon you which ye would disclaim as prejudicial to 
your Creator and Eedeemer. It is abundant comfort 
to us that some part of us is in the fruition of that glory 
whereto we (the other poor labouring part) desire and 
strive to aspire; that our heads and shoulders are above 
water, whilst the other limbs are yet wading through 
the stream." 

In many a Parish Church (may the number be in- 
creased) there is a Service midway between the Sun- 
days, on Wednesday evening, wisely intended, to keep 
up the spirit of devotion from Sabbath to Sabbath. 
On such occasions let us caU to mind the example of 
that Saint, whom the Church would on any day during 
that week bring before us. Stt^h a fixed Service is far 
more convenient, and therefore likely to be better 
attended than a fortuitous Saint's-Day Service. It is 
observing the spirit, though not the letter, of the 
Church's Injunction. Convocation might order that 
Notice be given of the observance of such. Teasts, 
though not on the very day. Suppose, e.g,^ St. Peter's 
Day falls on Friday ; on the Sunday before give notice, 
"The Feast of St. Peter the Apostle is to be observed 
on "Wednesday next." Excepting the Accession Service, 
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the only reference in the Prayer Book to " this day " is 
in the Collect for the Purification; and the words 
(objected to by the Presbyterians) are wisely cut out by 
the Commissioners in 1689. 



XTTI. CoMONATioir. (Page 16 ) 

''The objection ofben made to the solemnity pre* 
scfibed by the Church of England on Ash-Wednesdayi 
that people go to Chwrch to curse their neiffhbourSj is 
Tcry Mvolous; for the Amen, now spoken by Chris- 
tians, means neither more nor less than that which Gk)d 
commanded the Israelites to annex to the same curses ; 
and under every dispensation, they who Hve in the 
practice of gross wickedness are accursed, and should be 
reminded of it/' ^Notwithstanding this judicious ob- 
servation of the Commentator, Scott, (in heo.) many 
continue to object. Let us not offend them. The 
Service is at all events too long — ^the chief faidt of all 
our occasional Services. Let it then be abbreviated as 
proposed, by the discretion of the Minister. 

S. As. the last verse of Psalm li. is read by the 
Minister, its adaptation to Christian worship, as pro- 
posed, could cause no inconvenience to the people. 

4. The prayer thus modified is made a precatory Ab- 
solution, suitable to be said by the Minister for the 
People ; and in which they may also continue mentally 
to unite. 

5. Surely none will consider it approximating to 
hrawUng, if the Minister say what is suggested on 
Quinquagesima Sunday : taken, cum variatione fix)m the 
Revision of 1689. 
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XIY. AccBssioir^ (Page 18.) 

The observance of Church Holydays having generally 
ceased, the Accession is commemorated by the bulk of 
Churchmen, only when the day happens to be Sunday. 
Surely there ought to be an annual Giving of thanks 
for the truly great blessings we enjoy, under our well- 
nigh perfect form of Government. The parts proposed 
to be omitted in the Service are in some respects de- 
cidedly objectionable, or inappropriate. In the Hymn, 
expressions relating to the Blessed Saviour are referred 
to the Sovereign, with singularly bad taste. The 
Psalms are not so appropriate as to make it desirable to 
alter the ordinary course; neither the Pirst Lesson, 
which however serves well enough when there is no 
Proper Lesson. In the Suffrages there is nothing so 
appropriate as to compensate for the trouble and great 
confusion in turning to them. The Second and Third 
Collects are superfluous ; moreover the " hlaating" etc., 
in the Third is not pretty language. 

4. It certainly would not be convenient to use the 
Accession Epistle and Gospel, to the exclusion of those 
appointed, on any of the days here named. 

6. Is there not a cause ? 



XY. P&^TEBs pos THB QxTESK, STO. (Page 18.) 

These adulatory expressions, though found in the 
Ancient Greek liturgies, were first used in our Book 
with reference to Charles 11. 1 They are highly ob- 
jectionable, and could never be removed at a more con- 
venient time than now, ^* The character of our graciour 
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Queen is too well known and appreciated, to allow the 
supposition to be entertained for a moment, that any 
personal disrespect to herself was intended by such 
omission; and we are quite sure that Her Majesty's 
own good sense and piety would approve of it."* For, 
be it remembered that the Queen herseU^ in making the 
necessary alterations in the Prayers for the Eoyal 
Family, has thrice ordered changes, with the omission 
of the complimentary epithets before used in the Prayet 
Book. 

4. Surely this clause is superfluous, and may well be 
reserved for the Litctny. 



XVI. CHirBCHnre. (Page 19.) 

The objections to the use of the Churching Office during 
Divine Service are obvious and weighty. Not only is it an 
inconvenient interruption and tedious lengthening of the 
Service, as well as offensive to our modem refined notions 
of propriety ; but the solemn mention of the great pain 
and peril might have a very serious effect on the timid, 
about to be in the same condition. 

Impertinent questions also might thereby be occasioned 
among the young. If the Office »« to be used, let it 
be before, or after Divine Service, when a sufficient 
number woiQd be present to prevent its being a private 
Churching, The American Book allows the option of 
using the final Prayer only {cum variatiane) after the 
General Thanksgiving. The weightiest objections still 
remain ; but it is preferable to using the whole Office 
during Divine Service. 

* Prayer Book Bemodelled. 
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XVII. Habvest. (Page 19.) 

1. ** Who knoweth wliat is good for man in this 
life ?" The Prayer for EaiiL has be^n offered at the 
suggestion of the Churchwarden, whose growing crops 
needed moisture : whilst at the very same time, in 
the adjoining parish, where haymaking was going on, 
the congregation have been praying for fair weather ! 
How much better the proposed variations. 

2. This would not supersede the setting apart of a 
particular day for celebrating Hanrest Home, with the 
solemn and appropriate Service set forth by Convocation. 



XVIII. BsGiN WITH Singing. (Page 20.) 
8e4 Bemarks, I, 1, page 45. 



XIX. Baptism. (Page 20.) 

Variations 1 — 7, are for the benefit of the People 
especially; the remainder chiefly for the relief of the 
(Jlergy, 

1. Already sanctioned by Convocation, and not un- 
usual in the Ancient Church.^ 

2. ''Half a loaf is better than nor bread." 

3. The use of Sponsors is not found in Holy Scrip- 
iure^ nor may he proved thereby. It ought not therefore 
to be required, as a Sine qud nan for public Baptism 
by a Nationd Church, which refers all '' to the Law 
and to the Testimony.'' The custom is certainly not 

^ SponBon were also called "GosBips," i.d. "relations in 
God." Sib meaning kindared. — {Kwmphry 236.) 
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<5ontrary to Holy Writ ; it is a very ancient, higbly 
useful, and laudable practice ; and the Church which 
hath power to decree Rites and Ceremonies^ hath well 
done in retaining it. Let her not, however, forbid her 
Ministers to baptize in Church, the children of those, 
who conscientiously object to vicarious stipulations. 
Such persons are now induced to do that, which they 
often greatly dislike ; namely, to have their children 
irregularly baptized by Dissenting teachers; or to mag- 
nify any little ailment the child may have, that so he 
may be baptized at home ; thus avoiding the necessity 
for sponsors.* If the child so baptized without sure- 
ties, is sufficiently haptized, and ought not to he baptized 
again : in public Baptism also, sponsors would surely 
more charitably be dispensed with, than required, when- 
ever the parents desired it. 

In the same spirit of charity also, are the two fol- 
lowing concessions : — 

6. The omission of the Cross when desired, was 
suggested by Commissioners, 1689, and is allowed by the 
American Eubric. Consignation with the Cross was one 
of the gravamina of the Puritans, at the Hamptoa 
Court Conference, in 1603. Those who now object to it 
should be informed, that " on that occasion it was- de- 
fended in an able argument, which was published aff 
the 30th Canon in the following year ; and which was 
so satisfactory to the leader of the Puritans, Ih, Bai- 
nolds, that he ingenuously protested he never would 
gainsay that ceremony any more !" — {JSumphry.) 

7. Such scruples are not unfrequent. Shall we, if 
unable to remove them, charitably act as now proposed ^ 

1 Oooasionally, children are now prwaiely baptized in the 
Vestry t without sponsors I 
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or shall we drive away from our fold, the scrupidous 
person, and compel him to become a schismatic ? 

Uirum horum mavis, acdpe ! 

8, and 9. Small but obvious emendations ; instead of 
pleonasm, quoting lotli our Saviour's expressions : John 
iii. ver. 3, " except a man be bom again,'' i,e, regene- 
rate : ver. 5, " bom of water and of the Spirit." 

10. American. 

11. Whoever can see sanctification and everlasting 
life, assured in this gospel to each child that is baptized ; 
let him continue to use the brief exhortation, and 
<< speak (also) unto the Godfathers, etc. on this wise:" 
but let him that cannot see so far, and thinks it a nan- 
uquitur, be allowed to make the Exhortation briefer, as 
proposed; and to omit the speaking altogether.^ 

14. American — decided improvement. If the Creed 
he repeated (interrogatively), it should be said as in 
Morning Prayer. '' The resurrection of the flesh " has 
been strongly objected to. 

15. The endeavour ought certainly to be expressed, as 
in the answer to the corresponding question, in " Eiper 
Years." By thus inserting it in the question, the 
answer for the sponsors continues unaltered — ^but at the 
next Beview, the Demands should be three only, and 
worded as in the Catechism. 

1. ''Dost thou in the name, etc., renounce the devil 
— einfid lusts of the flesh," [Omitting, ** so that thou 



^ Half a dozen addressee, besides nearly as many Prayers, 
repeafcing almost the same petitions — ^in the middle of Evening 
Prayer, or of the triple Morning Service — ^is too great a 
demand on the patience of the present generation, so impatient 
of prolixity. 
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wilt not follow," etc. The camaly i.e, " fleshly," desipes 
of the '* flesh " is tautology.] Ans. " I do.'' 

2. (as in 14.) Ans. '* I do." 

3. " Wilt thou keep," etc. Ans. " By God's help I 
wiU. 

The Answers should be coneise. The Question "Wilt 
thou be Baptized in this faith?" is superfluous ; can 
have nothing to correspond with it in the Gatechifim ; 
and is much in the way when a child is ReeeweA at the 
time another is Baptized. 

A few slight alterations in "Public Baptism," with 
a marginal note or two, would adapt it to both purposes 
and supersede the SOTvice for receiving after " Private 
Baptism." The two Services in the Book create con- 
fasion. 

16, etc. Let us remember, that by compelling oui^ 
Evangelical Brethren to use these High Church terms, 
and to assert what they do not believe, neither are boimd 
to believe, we do not convert them to "Gk)od Church- 
men ;" we only oflend them, and make them to offend. 
— ^Let all then, however firmly they may believe the 
doctrine of Baptismal Eegeneration, strive together to 
secure permission for the brethren that are otherwise 
minded, to use the variations proposed. 



In Adult Baptism, (besides the variations already 
proposed,) in the three Ruhrice in which " Godfathers 
and Godmothers " occur, read instead, " Witnesses and 
Friends." Ko allusion is made in the Service to spon- 
sors, but to ** witnesses." Surely there ought not to 
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be any Godfathers and Oodmothers for those '' of riper 
years and able to answer for themselves." 

Confirmation also is superfluous. Disregard therefore 
the penultimate Eubric. And in speaking to the new 
baptized, add, after, " godliness of living " — ** I exhort 
you forther, as you love your own salvation, to be a 
frequent partaker of the Holy Communion of the body 
and blood of our Saviour Christ ; as He Himself hath 
commanded, in remembrance of His meritorious cross 
and passion, whereby alone — ^Heaven." 



Further abbreviation in Public Baptism of Infants, 
suggested — 

Besides the variations proposed, the following more 
concise commencement would be found convenient. 
But in this case, the office should be printed in large 
type, on a card, and put into the hands of all present at 
tie Font. 

"Dearly beloved, forasmuch — a lively member of the 
same ;" " and for your encouragement in this charitable 
work. Hear the Gospel," etc. — Gospel — ^Then " Let us 
pray;" then first or second and third Prayer. Then 
the Demands, etc. 



At the nert Bevision, the penultimate note will of 
course be expunged. We are aU disgusted with the well 
known assertion about " children a span long." But the 
declaration that that is certain by God's word, " which 
at best can only be proved as a probable deduction from 
ity" should be cut out. It was so offensive to the dissen- 
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ters, that Baxter declared, "that of the 40 BinM terms 
for a communion with the Church party ; if 39 were 
taken away, and only that Kubric, concerning the sal- 
vation of infants dying shortly after their Baptism, 
were continued, yet they could not conform." (See 
ProcteTy -p, 142,) How much better would the following 
be: — 

" Of the Benefits of Baptism." 

" It is not necessary that we should determine what 
may be the effects of Baptism on the inner man, whether 
in the case of infants or adults ; this being one of ' the 
secret things that belong unto the Lord our God :' it 
is our duty rather, and our wisdom, to do the things 
which Christ hath commanded, (without attempting to 
limit the Most High) in the sure confidence that what* 
ever we do in obedience to his will, will have a 
blessing." 

Article XVI. in " The Prayer Book Remodelled," 
" and adapted to the men and circumstances of the jpresen^ 
times .'" 



XX. ComriBicATioN. (Page 22.) 

No part of our Prayer Book is so meagre as thia 
Preface; originally a Eubric only, and turned into a 
Preface at the last Review. 

At the next Revision, a Preface, appropriate for thsr 
occasion, and profitable for re-reading in after life, mi^^ 
be compiled from 1689 Com. and firom the Archbisbc^ 
of Dublin's Hints.— Pm«A Pastor, 202. ^ 

1, 3, 4: these alterations are clearly needed. Great 
though the omission of Sponsors in Public Baptism be 
not allowed. How many are Confirmed, who never 
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bad SponiE(6r8? Baptized, privately (and not afterwards 
Meemed) or amongst dissenters; why compel such to 
" speak feignedly ?" (to use the mildest term.) 

At the last Confirmation the writer attended, was a 
young Scotchwoman who had been baptized in the Kirk ; 
of course without Sponsors. 

She scrupled to declare that she felt herself boimd to 
do what they had promised for her ! To relieve her 
difficulty, the kind Bishop previously put the Baptismal 
Demands to her, as she knelt at the Communion rails 
with the rest to receive the laying on of hands. She 
had probably omitted the answer " I do." Thus the 
difEiculty was got over for the occasion. It necessarily 
caused a degree of confusion andiaterruption, and could 
not of course be generally done. 

A declaration of Eepentance and Paith would be le* 
quired of every cduU^ before any Christian Minister 
would baptize him : and a promise of the same, with 
respect to each infant^ if not actually made, is surely 
implied; as the Jewish infant by circumcision was 
brought into covenant with God, and became a debtor 
to the Law to do it. The addition then of , the words, 
"or implied," will render the Confirmation Service 
i^plicable to all. 
• 6. Quanto rectius hoc ! 

6. Strength, and '' the time would fail" the Bishop 
td comply literally with the Eubric. The repetition 
over a whole row, is less fatiguing, and more orderly^ 
^um over two, four, or six. Surely the term " Con- 
firm " ought to be used instead of '^ Defend,^^ which is 
well inserted (as proposed) in the preceding prayer. 
. 7. Obvious improvements. 
. 8* "We," for "I," was first used by King John, 
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and was considered impious, as an imitation of the 
Sacrosanct Trinity. At all events, in a prayer it is not 
seemly. Here too it wonld appear to imply that all 
who use it had laid on hands. Neither wonld the nn- 
litorgical expression ''I have laid my hands," allow 
others to join in the prayer. But in the proposed vari* 
ation^ the Bishop offering the prayer, may, as David 
(passim J well speak of himself in the third pexson ; 
and all can properly unite. 

9. Surely in these three cases Confirmation were bet- 
ter dispensed with, than observed, faj It is intended 
to be a taking upon oneself of the promises made for 
One (or implied) by another. fh.J Many, whose 
Mends neglected to bring them for Gonfbmation, are 
ashamed to go, when older, and are thus kept away from 
the Lord's Table. And if they are confirmed, how 
much out of place do they appear ! At the Confirma- 
tion just referred to, a zealous young Curate of a village 
of six hundred souls, found out and presented more than 
seventy candidates ! some of them went up '' leaning on a 
staff," coeval with the venerable Bishop himself ! It was 
not a pleasijig sight. Surely, surely, the Church in these 
days should not thus put the old and grey headed to 
open penance. Let the Curate declare to such that if 
they truly acknowledge themselves bound to believe and 
to do what was promised for them in their Baptism, or 
was therein implied — without which they have neither 
part nor lot in this matter — the solemn '< profession be- 
fore many witnesses," may in their case be dispensed 
with. -^ 

fc.) Fieri non dehuit,faotum valet. 

Candidates are frequently too young : sixteen ^ould 
be the very earliest age at which they should be admitted. 
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And if they are fit for Confirmation, they are surely fit 
to become Gonmiimicants. 

It were well if the Archbishop of Dublin's plan were 
universal — ^namely, administering the Holy Communion, 
inunediately after Confirmation, to all the Confirmed. 
He observes, '' Some persons entertain a groundless 
notion that a child, who is fit for Confirmation, may yet 
be too young to receive the Commimion : and many, it 
is to be feared, for this, and for other reasons, go on 
from Sunday to Sunday, and from year to year, putting 
off this duty, in expectation of becoming more fit for it, 
when it is likely they are becoming every day less fit, 
and are falling into a careless and irreligious state of 
mind. But any one who will consider the matter care- 
fully, will see that our Church is quite right in deter- 
mining that all, who have been confirmed, should receive 
the Lord's Supper without delay. For all of them, it 
is to be hoped, understand andrightiy reflect on the one 
Sacrament — that of Baptism ; if they do not, the Cere- 
mony of Confirmation is a mere empty mockery : and if 
they do, they are capable of sufficientiy understanding 
and valuing the other Sacrament also : and in that case, 
they ought not to delay receiving it." — {Faruh PastoTj 
202.) 

Divine Service begins with the Conmiunion in Dublin 
Archdiocese. It should be as in YII. The Confirma- 
tion is after Nicene Creed. 

It might easily be so arranged, saving the inconve- 
nience and confusion of going up twice to the Lord's 
Table, that the Confirmed, like Priests, should remain 
in the same place where hands were laid upon them, 

until such time as they have received the Communion." 



u 
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XXI. KATBDcomr. (Page 23.) 

Is it conyenieut that persons should engage in bo 
vexy solemn a service before they have " made supp&- 
cation unto the Lord?" Would not the following at 
the next Eevision be a real improvement? — As thd 
** Parties " reach the Communion rails, let the Minister 
aalute them with, "The Lord be with you, "etc. " Let 
us pray." "Prevent us Lord," etc. Morning 
Collect, (if still early,) — "Assist us mercifiilly," ete. 
Then begin Address. Before the Lord's Table is more 
oofweitieni than the Body of the Church, in every 
respect. 

2. The due consideration of the causes may be sup« 
posed already to have occupied their thoughts: the 
" Thirdly," having doubtless been in the Bride's mind 
the Mrst: as it really is. So good Jeremy Taylor, 
in " The Marriage Eing," shews us : — 

(1.) " It is not good for man to be alone," etc. 

(2.) "Be ye ftuitM, and multiply," etc. 

(3.) " l^evertheless — ^let every man have his own 
wife," etc. 

*<Advisedly " is superfluous, and dashes in sound with 
the previous " unadvisedly." 

3. Surely these awfiil words are as useless as ihey 
are unsuitable on such a joyfdl occasion. 

4. This is enough— even if we say hanovr for " wmt- 
ship," it is objectionable still; and the endowment is 
" not 80.^^ In a Bevised Book the following would be^-d 
great improvement : — " With this ring — ^A token and 
pledge — Of the vow and covenant — ^Betwixt us made-^ 
I thee wed — In the name of ihe Father — ^And of the 
Son — ^And of the Holy Ghost." "And the woman. 
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taught by the Minister, shall answer — Amen; bo he iV* 
Then join their hands, saying — ^What is now redundant, 
as a second Blessing — '' A. God, who at the beginning — 
in marriage, eo sanctify and/oVn you — soul, and that, 
being no hnyer twain hut one fleahf ye may Hve— -end ;" 
— "And those whom God hath," etc. 

" Let US pray " — " eternal," etc. Kyrie Eleison, 
etc., to end of Prayer for Children. Then (the parties 
still kneeling) speak to the people ; and Blessing, " God 
the Father," etc. — ^the Psalm and Address might follow, 
or not. In Psalm cxxviii, 2, should be read : '^ eat of 
the labour," etc., " well is it with thee." 

5. Pudoris gratia. 

6. Prosy, and most of it said elsewhere in the Office. 

7. Appropriate termination: at present there is none. 

8. More concise — quite long enough for general use. 
The Law forbiddiag any Service to be performed in 

Church with the doors locked might surely be relaxed 
in the ease of Marriages celebrated when there is not 
Divine Service. 

On such occasions let it be lawful to keep the doors 
feurtened, and to admit none against the wishes of the 
parties to be married, except the Parish Officers. 

The solemnity of liie Service is generally marred, 
both in Towns and Villages, by an indecorous rabble 
rushing in, and behaving themselves unseemly. It is 
desirable to admit as many as possible, who are likely 
to conduct themselves with propriety; but the law 
ought to sanction the exclusion of women with un- 
corered heads, or vnth infants in their arms ; and of 
xnen without coats ! 
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XXII. VisiTATroir of the Sick. (Page 24.) 

As the use of this Order for the Visitation of the 
Sick is optional to Preachers, little need be said on it. 
The proposed variations will be found generally useful. 

" The Indicative form of Absolution, *I absolve thee/ 
began to be used in the twelfth or thirteenth century, 
not long before the time of Thomas Aquinas, who was 
one of the first who wrote in defence of it. — See Bing- 
ham six. 2, 6." — Surwphry, 



XXin. BuBiiLL OP THE Dead. (Page 25.) 

> 1. By not burying the unbaptized^ we induce. but 
few parents to bring their children to Baptism, whereas 
on the other hand we create much ill-feeling, and incur 
the charge of bigotry and uncharitableness. £xpunge 
then from the Eubric the words, ^'unbaptized, or," and 
let the 68th Canon be enforced, which compels the 
Minister to bury every corpse, "except the party de- 
ceased were denounced, exeom. mafori excom^^^ (now 
virtually no exception). The Coroner's warrant pre- 
vents the felo de se being brought. 

"With these two exceptions only, the Church should 
not allow the body of any fellow-creature to be put 



^ The AmeHcom " Office is not to be used for any nnbaptieed 
ad/ults" etc. Ov/r Law compels us to bniy all who are baptized 
by am/y Jiomd, however irregular. In villages often " the lowest 
of the people become priests:" Travelling tinkers — without 
poor Bunyan's Knowledge of Divine truth — et hoc gewus onm9, 
not only preach, but baptize ; and we are bound to set our Jm- 
primatur to their work. We avoid this by not TnaTring Baptism 
a requisite for Burial. 
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into the earth without religious rites, and without 
making the occasion profitable to the living. Why 
leave it to others to improve^ when she can do it so 
much more effectually herself? Thus also we get rid 
of the ''l^onconformists' Burial Bill:" for if we bury 
all, there can be no occasion for the provision. But if 
the Service is thus to be used indiscriminately, the 
variations here proposed, or alterations to the same 
effect, must be allowed. It was framed for use over 
the faithfcd only: the dead in Christ, E/cason as we 
may, every person of common sense perceives that this 
Office insinuates that the dead over whom it is said, '4s 
gone to a better place;" though all who hear it, or 
hear of it, may know well that he died an infidel and 
blaspheming ! What an awftil mockery ! What an 
encouragement to the wicked to continue in sin ! What 
sane person will presume to say this requires not imme- 
diate alteration ? When Bishops and Archbishops de- 
clare they would not use the present words, under 
certain circumstances, but would rather break the Law, 
and advise their Clergy to do the same, reminding 
them that the penalty, if enforced, is only three months 
Bospension ! ! ! — verhum non amplim addam! 

If the "Godly discipline," desired by some, could be 
restored again, (/x^ yeyotro*) even then cases would often 
occur of persons dying in open sin before they could be 
exeom, mafori exeom,, over whom of course the Service 
must be used. 

2. The adoption of the words used at sea has been 
suggested ; but the objectionable commencement is the 
same, and the ending is not better. Clearly with re- 
ference to the person then buried, we say, " Looking 
for the resurrection of the dead,'* and with this we 

o 
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immediately connect salvation. As we must alter, we 
may as well do it, not only for the hettery but for the 
best. 

" Why not use 1689 Commission: or the American ?*' 
Either would be a decided improvement ; but neither 
so good as the one proposed, which is taken partly from 
both. 

This is 1689: ''Porasmuch as, etc., of His great 
mercy to take out of this world the soul of our brother 
here departed, [omitting dear"] we — dust: in a firm 
belief of the resurrection of the dead at the last day^ in 
which they who die in the Lord shall rise again to eternal 
life J through our Lord Jesus Christ, who shaU change," 
etc. 

This is the American : *^ Porasmuch as, etc., in Hia 
wise providence to take out of this world the soul of our 
deceased brother, etc., — dust — looking for the General 
Resurrection in the last day^ and the Ufe of the world to 
come, through our Lord Jesus Christ, at whose second 
coming in glorious majesty to judge the world, the earth 
and the sea shall give tcp their dead, and the corruptible 
bodies of those who sleep in Him shall be changed, and 
made like," etc. 

3. The proposed variation is necessary to render this 
prayer suitable for using even over the righteous, of 
whom there is hope in their death. It is too much to 
expect the broken-hearted mourners to give hearty 
thanks for the loss of their beloved departed one * — ^it 

^ Azaerioan has " thanks for the good example of all those 
Thy servants, who, having finished their course in faith, do 
now rest from their labours. And we beseech Thee that we, 
with aU those who are departed," etc. : omitting the beantifal 
petitions for "accomplishing tiiie nmnber of the elect, and 
hastening Thy kingdom." 
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virtually amounts to that — but in the proposed familiar 
variations all may unite, and the mourners feel comfort 
too in so doing. The indiscriminate use of this most 
solemn and beautiful prayer is intolerable, either as it 
stands, or with the proposed variations ; we decidedly 
intimate by it our belief that the departed one is in joy 
and felicity. So do wo also in the Collect.* This 
necessitates the next variation, 

4. The Bubstitutioa of one prayer for another is far 
less objectionable than the omission of a pointed clause. 

This most beautiM Prayer from Visitation of the 
Sick, is nerer beard in public. It is singularly appro- 
priate here. No objection probably will be made to its 
necessarily fresh but solemn and Scriptural exordium. 

" Note " — Surely if they go into Church, it is desir- 
able to use as much of the Service as maybe, there, espe- 
cially if cold or wet. The Presbyterians were certainly 
right, at the Savoy Conference, when remarking that ** in 
burying the dead we kill the living," ' they "desired 
that most of the Service, at the discretion of the Min- 
ister, should be said within the Church." The Episco- 
palian reply was more witty than wise. They "judged 
it not fit to allow so much to the discretion of the 
Minister ; and as it was not for the sake of tender con- 
sciences, but of tender heads, it might be helped by a 
night-cap better than a Eubric ! " The Presbyterian 



^ In American, ''the MiniBter shall say one or both:" i.e. 
Collect and preceding Prajer. In Collect, " as our hope is " 
etc., is expnnged, as it onght to be with ns, unless the pro- 
posed substitution of the other Prayer be allowed : much as we 
should deplore the omission of the charitable hope, 

* Fox caught a cold in attending Nelson's funeral ; Canning 
the Duke of York's ; and to both it proved fataL 
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rejoinder was sharp enough, but sensible, "You 
intend to have a very indiscreet Ministry indeed, if 
such a thing may not be left to their discretion — ^Do 
you think that no place but which a cap covers is 
capable of letting in the excessive refrigerating air ? " 
" Are not the most studious and laborious Ministers, 
the most invaletudinary and infirm ? " " Much of this 
concemeth the people as well as the Ministers." 
Argued two himdred years ago, '* It is never too late to 
mend." Fas est et ah hoste doceri. 

The propriety of taking a corpse at all into a Church, 
or Chapel is questionable, both on religious, and on 
sanitary grounds. It were far better to carry out fully 
Bishop Compton's saying— on giving directions for his 
interment in Pulham churchyard — "The Church for 
the living ; the churchyard for the dead." 

The writer lately took six funerals at once, for a 
friend, in the cemetery of a large manufacturing town. 
At the hour appointed, the corpses began to be carried 
(in silence) into the Chapel, the last beiag late. "When 
all were in, he commenced the Service with the Sen- 
tences from the desk, and read to the end of the Lesson. 
The weather was sultry ; and the small Chapel — ^filled 
with the six corpses and the followers, some of whom 
had been there full twenty minutes — ^was very offensive, 
and perhaps infectious. He then proceeded to each 
grave, into which, except the first, the body was 
already placed ; and read all the rest of the Service six 
times ! The mourners at the last grave had of course 
to wait a considerable time ; and the frequent repetitioii 
detracted greatly from the solemnity. 

This, he believes is the general custom on sach 
occasions. 
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How very mucli better were it, to meet the corpse, 
or several, if they arrive together — at the gate, reading 
one or more of the Sentences, according to distance, 
etc., and then commit each, in order, to the ground with 
" Forasmuch," etc., only ; each party then retiring to 
the untainted Chapel, after a brief exposure to the 
weather, and to the gaze of the lookers on. The Mi- 
nister would shortly come in, and then read the whole 
most solemn Service, except the Committal-^eaying, in 
the Collect '' as our hope is those our Brethren do, 
whose bodies we have now committed to the ground :^^ 
unless the clause should be expunged by authority. 

Economy of time on such occasions is a sparing of the 
feelings of the mourners. As the whole Service would 
thus be read in the Chapel, the Minister's meeting a 
corpse at the gate, with the usual Sentences should be 
dispensed with, if he be at the time engaged in com- 
mitting another to the ground. Each party should at 
once proceed to the grave, there awaitiag the Minister, 
if he have not already met them by the way. 



The following would be decided improvements in our 
Office.— 

In Psalm xxxix. 5, read, '' Lord, make me to think 
upon mine end, and the measure of my days : that I 
may be certified how frail I am." 

Psalm xc. 3, thus, ''Thou tumest man to dust 
again : Thou sayest, Betum, ye children of men." 

Psalm xc. 11, thus, '^ Tet even thereafter as a man 
feaieth not^ so is Thy displeasure." 

As these three verses fall to Minister to the read, no 
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difficulty could ensue to the congregation. The im- 
provement is very great, and obvious. 

Again the very long Lesson might be well shortened 
by the omission at discretion of verse 24 to end of 32, 
leaving still a Lesson of 30 verses. This is better than 
the permission in the Old Sarum Missal, to end at 
verse 30 ; or to read from verse 50 to end. 

The option of the 1689 Commission: should also be 
allowed; ''or this, in colder or later seasons, taken out of 
1 Thess. iv. 13 to end." This was, in the Old Office, 
the Epistle, when there was a Communion at a Burial.^ 
The Qospd was John vi. 37—40. The ColUet still 
retains its name. 

Also, as they proceed towards the grave, if the way 
be long, would it not be profitable to repeat Psahn 
xxiii. 4, " Yea though I walk," etc., and if there be 
time to spare; Eccles. xii. 5, 7 — "Man goeth to his 
long home, and the mourners go about the streets" — 
" Then shall the dust return to the earth, as it was: 
and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it'*? 
The protracted dead silence is painM and unprofitable. 
We leam from Chrysostom that Psalm xxiii. 4, was so 
used. 

Further, as an " improvement/' instead of Sermon 
or Homily, would it not be wdl o(;^a«ib»a% at Funerals 
to read the solemn Conmunation Exhortation, softened 
with the 1689 Commission prefix ? Thus ; ' ' (Brethren, ) 
Seeing that all they are blessed who truly obey God 



I " This was a yery andant, if not a primitiye custom, whereby 
the friends of the departed testified their belief that the Com- 
munion of the Saints in Christ extended beyond the grave " — 
Chwrickej p. 278. Procter. Surely no Cemetery Chapel belong- 
ing to the Chnroh ahoidd be without a Communion Table. 
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according to His Holy "Word," (believing in His Son 
Jesus Christ,) " let His goodness lead us to repentance, 
and to such a godly, righteous and sober life, that we 
may not fall short of the blessedness which He hath 
promised to all that love Him. And seeing that all they 
are accursed," etc., {with Variations XIII. 2. Page 16). 

At Club Funerals, etc., there is often a concourse of 
"lewd feUows of the baser sort," compelled by their 
Club rules to attend, but who never else shew them- 
selves in Church or Chapel, and even at funerals will 
not enter the Church. To all, and especially to these, 
this solemn scriptural address might be profitable. The 
shorter Lesson (1 Thess. iv. 13,) should be used ; and 
this address should follow it, if the people generally can, 
and do go into the Church : otherwise it should follow, 
" I heard a voice," etc. It would appropriately follow 
either. 

Once more — On the late removal of the body of the 
celebrated surgeon, John Hunter, from the vault at St. 
Martin's to Westminster Abbey, the Dean and other 
Clergy attended; but aU necessarily, as '^dumb dogs." 
Surely some Service ought to be used on such occasions. 
Why lose such an opportunity of profiting the living? 
What objection could there be to the use of the usual 
office? The Committal [Forasmuch as, etc.] might 
begin thus: — ''Again we commit to the ground the 
body of our departed brother : earth to earth," etc. 



XXIV. Okdination. (Page 27.) 

Why should the Candidates and the Church be 
deprived of the benefit of the united prayers of the 
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Church;^ merely for the private convenienoe, or the 
caprice of an indiyidaal Bishop ? Why, farther, should 
a candidate, whose widowed mother, and whose sisters 
may for years have been depriving themselves of almost 
the necessaries of life, that he might ^'get into the 
Chnrch," umiecessarily be put to still further expense 
in travelling a great distance for Ordination. If a 
Bishop will act so inconsiderately, he ought to pay the 
expenses of the candidate's journey. 

2. It is marvellous that it never occurs to any of our 
Bishops, how highly improper it is that the candidate for 
JSTolp Orders, instead of having the few last days occupied 
fffith prayer and meditation, and solemn warning and 
counsel, should thus he distracted hy examinations, and 
hy doubts of his getting through I Most of the Bishops 
now, judiciously require an interview, one or two 
months previous to the Ordination. The examination 
as well as the acceptance, should then take place ; the 
latter, still subject of course to reversal, in case of any 
evil report reaching the Bishop's ears. 

At this interview some of the Bishops considerately 
entertain the candidates at the Palace, when they 
have to remain all night; but it does not tell in 
in favour of other some of the Bishops and Cathedral 
Clergy, on the score of hospitality, that the Bishop, at 
an Ordination, merely asks the candidates to dine with 
him once, and neither he, nor the resident members of 
the Chapter, " withal provide them a lodging." Indeed, 
the Dean and Canons seem to ignore the candidates ; 

1 Ministers should be carefbl not to forget the Ember week 
Collect. Begret at its accidental omission has been expressed 
by those who might have been thought regardless of suoh 
matters. 
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and to forget, in this case at least, that the pious 
founders of their stalls^ endowed them liberally with 
this Tiew, and with the express direction^ in man^ 
instances, that the holders should exercise hospitality. 
This surely, were far better done by entertaining stran- 
gers in their city, but their brethren in the faith, and 
fellow labourers in the Gospel, than by maMng a dinner 
for their rich neighbours, who may also bid them 
again? 

We would not compel the resident dignitaries to 
entertain the Sons of the Prophets, as the Master of 
Trinity is hound to entertain the Judges ; '^ that their 
benefit should not be, as it were, of necessity, but wil- 
lingly. Probably in many cities the candidates are thus 
entertained. Where they are not, peradventure it is 
an oversight, and these hints being given, doubtless in 
l^ture the candidates will not be summoned out of the 
Diocese for Ordination ! nor be subjected to the annoy- 
ance and distraction of an examination immediately 
before the most solemn and important transaction of 
their lives ! ! Nor lastly, be compelled, at such a timoy 
to take up their abode at an Inn ! ! !^ Surely no Digni- 
tary will be placed lower than in the Second Hesiodic 
Aristotelian category, 

But why should the Bishop examine at all a Cam- 
bridge or Dublin Graduate, who has passed the theo- 
logical examinations? Surely these ought to be a 

1 Bemmding them of Shenstone's trite quatrain: — 

"Whoe'er has traveU'd life's dtdl round, 
Where'er his stages may have been ; 
Most sigh to think he still has fonnd, 
The warmest welcome at an Inn." 
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sufficient test as to knowledge ; if not, make them more 
difficulty and let Oxford follow the Cambridge plan. As 
to orthodoxy, subscription to the Prayer Book and Ar- 
ticles may suffice. If not, have some l^irther fixed test, 
but let not a candidate's acceptance or rejection be left 
to the caprice and fancies of an individual high Ghurcb 
or low Church Bishop : — %a\ ^mh U h\ a»^pi xtvivNVKrOai. 

Thus — six weeks before the four seasons, let Theologi- 
cal Examinations, embracing ''Beading," and the 
Composition of Sermons, be held simultaneously, at 
Oxford, Cambridge, Durham, London, Liyerpool and 
Bristol; with the same papers at each place, by 
Examiners appointed by the TJniyersities, and the two 
Archbishops, and approved by the Queen in Council. 
To be open to any person declaring himself a Member 
of the Church of England, on payment of from £1 to 
£3. Then order that no Bishop ordain any person who 
has not passed this examination, nor examine any 
person who ?um passed it; that is in fact, forbid Bishops 
to examine at all, either for orders, or for institutioii, 
etc., with reference to knowledge, or to orthodoxy. 
Fixed, public, general examinations, and tests are best. 
But a Bishop should still be allowed to require further, 
a degree, and a certificate of having also attended, 
in this case, the University Divinity Professor's Lec- 
tures. An l9cipient B. A. degree might suffice.^ 

^ It is much to be lamented that the Bishops feel themselves 
compelled to admit so many literates. These are asstuned to 
be men of an inferior grade in society. This is not invariably 
the case. There appear to be three oanses which prevent 
Literates graduating. 

1. — The length of time required. 

2. — ^The expense. 

8. — The difficulty of passing the examinations. 

Now, obviating these three difficulties, it would sorely be 
better to have men, who had been a part only o^ the usual time 
at the University; than men who had not been there at alL 
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3. Every Bishop should be consecrated, either in his 
own Cathedral, or in Westminster Abbey, or St. Paul's, 
or in York, if of that province. 

With this view, does it not appear desirable, that Cambridge 
Bhonld iatrodnce a second previous Examination, like the Oxford 
Moderations ? [from this, if advisable, the Mathematical Tripos 
men might be excused ; or then get through the first three 
days work of the Final Examination ; this last being reduced 
to five days.] Men, having passed " Moderations,'^ at Oxford 
or Cambridge, might then — if practically up in the Old Bule, 
" Spiritus duo sunt, lenis et asper," and not failing in the 
Shibboleth, Isaiah xliv. 20, " E feedeth on hashes ; a deceived 
art," etc. — ^be admitted (Incipient) B.A. ; and full B.A., at the 
usual time — ^but not be allowed to take MwA.., without passing 
the regular final Examination. Tbe M.A. degree would thus 
be greatly increased in value; and probably not many who now 
graduate, except those who would otherwise be in the lowest 
poll, would avail themselves of the license; whereas, on 
the other hand, very many, who under the present plan, 
go out as Literates, many also, not intending to take orders, 
would thus graduate. After Little-go, let a man be A. A. 

The Oxford and Cambridge non-gremial Examinations are 
working well, and cannot fail to make many desire to be more 
intimately connected with the Universities. We might hope to 
see the sons of our great merchants, very generally graduate 
as suggested ; and those of our principal farmers also ; fining 
up in country life, the gap caused by ike extinction in so many 
places, of the Squire. What a public advantage ! and not least 
to the Bural Clergy ! The good poet's complaint would then 
cease; — 

" Oh ! why were farmers made so coarse, 
Or parsons made so fine ?" 

for undoubtedly the old grammar quotation would be verified, 

" Ingenuas didicisse fideliter artes, 
EmoUit mores, nee sinit esse feros." 

Agriculture — ^that time honoured occupation — should no longer 
be confined to the vulgar. " Yoluptates agricolarum ad sapi* 
enUs vitam proxime videntur aocedere," Cic. de Senectute xv. 
— ^The younger sons of the nobility, and other genUemen 
should be allowed, without losing caste, to rent, and farm land 
in England, instead of being compelled to rough it in the bush 

A University education would not be thrown away upon 
such men, nor upon the nobleman's siewwrdf who might have 
to do with them. 
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Although the Service may have lost its attraction, in 
many respects, for the consecrating Bishops, let them 
remember that hundreds are anzions to be present^ and 
the more public it is the better. 

4. Oaths are at aU times objectionable, especially at 
a solemn Service, and when they contain such ugly ex* 
pressions as that of the Sovereignty. Surely a dedara- 
turn of obedience to the Archbishop would sufQlce— and 
that not during the Service. As to the Mandate, why 
make as it were a public profession of Erastianism ? It 
adds nothing to the solemnity of the Service, and is 
offensive — ^needlessly so. 

5. The Service, even without Morning Prayer, is ^ill 
long. 

6. Objectionable, though ancient ; arguing the Bishop 
remiss, if he have not already assured himself of their 
fitness ; and histrionic if he have. 

7. Yery suitable here, if still before noon. 

8. Confession and Absolution should surely precede 
Ordination. The lowly Confession of unworthiness, 
before communicating, supersedes the necessity of the 
more formal confession then. Both ordination Collects 
are superfluous and tautologous. 

9. '* The interrogatories are peculiar to the English 
Church. — Calvin's Book of Institutes, published about 
ten years before the Ordinal of Edward VI., might pro- 
bably be a guide to our Eeformers in framing this 
Question. — Calvin, Instit. YI. 3, says, '* Arcana yocatio 
—est bonum cordis nostri testimonium, quod neque 
avaritia neque ull^ ali^ cupiditate, sed sincero Dei 
timore, et eedificandsB EcclesisB studio, oblatum munus 
recipiamus." (Humphry, 294.) Surely it were better 
reserved for Priest's orders, when a man has had morq 
experience, but beat omitted altogether, as being likely 
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to deter very timid and conscientious men, and not to 
keep out improper persons, — 

" For fools rush in where angels fear to tread." 

The second Question is enough on this point. 

10. Deprived of presumption, and more solemn — 
"whose sins," etc., is not in the Greek and Eastern 
forms, nor was it used in the Western Church tiU ahout 
1000 years after our Saviour's time! — Popish! But 
for these words, many a useful Minister among the dis- 
senters would have been ours. 

11. In a recent important suit in the Perogative 
Court, Dublin, it was contended and afGbmed by counsel 
for the Bishop, that these words limited the right and 
authority of a Priest to exercise the duties of his office 
to the congregation where he should be appointed. 
** This would be nullifying the high and full commission 
previously given." 

12. A formal rehearsal of the Articles of their Belief 
appears to be hardly called for after the Ordination. 
It is assumed that the candidates were previously proved 
to be sound in the faith; but the Te Deum (which is 
virtually a Creed also) seems most appropriate, and 
hardly to be omitted. 

13. The Communion is confessedly intended for those 
just ordained ; they surely may be supposed to have duly 
considered and weighed the matter. 

14. These, having been cut off from the Litany, 
should not be altogether omitted. How appropriate 
here! 

15. Ordination of Dissenting Ministers. — It is well 
known that this nullifying (as they supposed) their Or- 
dination and Ministry, which they believed had been 
Divinely acknowledged and blest, was the great reason 
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'hat induced many of the eminent Puritan Divines fix}iii 
accepting even hypothetical Episcopal Ordination. The 
present suggestion may, it is hoped, obviate this diffi- 
culty. Such Ministers may consider, if they please, 
such Ordination as conferring only — what they con- 
fessedly do not already possess — authority to minister 
"in the Church "--«.«. of England.' 

The Nonconformists have complained that the most 
promising of their young men leave their Communion 
to join the Church ; and it is manifest that the bulk of 
those called "Dissenting Ministers" throughout the 
country, are "unlearned and ignorant men," whom it 
would be out of the question to receive as Clergymen.' 
Many of these however are good and earnest men, who 
might become useful teachers in the Church of Christ, 
could their services be made ancillary, instead of being 
antagonistic to the Church established. In many parts 
of the country they, and their people, make a point of 

^ The 1689 Commission : in their unpubUshed " Report," pro- 
posed this, or nearly this. See Bev. F. Procter's valuable 
" History of the Book of Common Prayer," p. 158, where 
Archbishop BramhalVs form of Letters of Orders in such cases 
is given. 

' The folly of despising learning in Ministers is confined to 
the illiterate among the Dissenters. Kippis, in his " Life of 
Doddridge," observes, "The longer Dr. Doddridge lived, the 
more he was convinced of the great importance of a learned, 
as well as a pions education for the Christian Ministry." Such 
appears to be still the general feeling among them. Indeed, 
from the subjects professedly studied at dissenting academies — 
I beg pardon — " Independent Colleges" — ^and from their Ex- 
amination Questions, the unitiated would suppose that Osibrd 
and Cambridge were "but ss grasshoppers" compared witfiL 
these AnaJdm. But how are these learned questions anaweredB^ 
That is the Question: — 

"I can call Spirits from the vasty deep. — 
Why, so can I; or so can any man: 
But will they come when you do call for them F" 
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regularly attending Churcliy and only open their meet^ 
ings when the Church is shut. 

Such should not be called Dissenters — barely Non- 
conformists. We heartily **wish them good luck in 
the name of the Lord." The Lord forbid it us that we 
should desire such religious meetings to be discontinued. 
Therein, we believe it, are ofttimes Mfilled those 
words of the Prophet, " Then they that feared the Lord 
spake often, one to another, and the Lord hearkened, 
and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written 
before Him, for them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon His name," etc. (Malachi iii. 16.) 

Such may well call themselves supplementary to the 
Church — gleaners in the Lord's vineyard. 

Vastly different are those Dissenters, who having no 
pastor— not esteeming the parish Priest such— open 
their meetings for ignorant fellows — ^too low even to 
call themselves ministers — ^to hold forth in, in opposi- 
tion to the parish Priest, precisely at the same time as 
the Church Service is being performed; and, in fact, 
make use of the Church bells to call them to their con- 
venticles ! — Such shew plainly what spirit they are of, 
causing divisions, envying and strife. 

We can have nothing to do with these ; we can only 
hope and pray they may be brought to a better mind. 
To talk of "agreeing to differ" with such "busy 
bodies in other men's matters," such "builders upon 
another man's foundation," is an ox3rmoron' — " con- 
cordia discors ! " As for those Nonconformist ministers 
who are not mere political dissenters, but good and 
truly religious men, and withal scholars and gentlemen,^ 

1 Fancy poor Wesley telling his yoong Minister, "Yon have 
no more to do with being a gmtlernan than a oUmovng^master!** 
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if they would consent to join us in the way now pro- 
posed, i.e, by Priests' orders only, let them know that 
we — ^yes, all moderate and earnest men — ^woiild give 
them a hearty welcome. 

At present, the conduct, and, of necessity, the feel- 
ings often, towards each other, of Churchmen and Dis- 
senters, are not such as become servants of one and the 
same Lord and Master, whose name and token is Love. 
It would greatly facilitate Godly union and concord, if 
the Konconformist Ministers just referred to would 
boldly come forward and dare to issue a declaration to 
the effect that whatever might be the sentiments of 
other Dissenters towards the Church of England, t?ietrs, 
at all events, were those of esteem and love ; and that 
although they regretted not to be enabled to unite with 
her, they, nevertheless, so far from wishing her down- 
fall, heartily rejoiced in her success, etc. They might 
add, that although some have thought it hard to be com- 
pelled to pay for the support of her fabrics, as they also 
supported their own meeting houses, yet they would 
gladly consent so to do, rather than that Church-rates 
should continue a breach between them and the Esta- 
blished Church of their country, etc. 

"We would give the right-hand of fellowship to such 
men. How much better for both parties — ^for the Church 
at large, and for the whole community ! * * Ephraim shall 
not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim." 

** The Jews," — as the late Rev. Henry Blunt observes, 
in his beautiful sermon on " Christ's first Sermon at 
Nfiwiareth" — "The Jews had a law that if any man came 
in the spirit of a Prophet, and assumed the office of a 
Teacher, he should always be permitted to preach; but the 
Sanhedrim was constituted the judge of his pretensions, 
" "■ "* ' approved by them, he did so at his peril. 
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This must have been the ground on which our Lord 
presented Himself to their notioe. He was, according 
to the Jewish law, neither Priest nor LoTite, and there- 
fore could not, upon any other plea, have presumed to 
fnlfil the duties of an office of which Bis own Word ex- 
pressly declares, "No man taketh this honour unta 
himself but he that is called of 6K)d.'' (See also Acts 
ziii. 14, etc.) 

Now if this license existed under the rigid discipline 
of the Law, might it not also, to a certain extent at 
least, have place under the liberty of the Gospel ? And 
this without at all violating our scriptural twenty-third 
Article. 

Thus: let it be allowed to the Archbishops (and in 
the Colonies to the Bishops, for their respective Dio- 
ceses,) to grant a revocable license to officiate occa- 
sionally in any Church or Chapel, (with the consent of 
course of the Lioumbent), to any iN'onconformist Mi- 
nister who has received Ordination, so called; and of 
whose soundness in the faith, (except on the point of 
Infant Baptism), and learning, and Godly conversation, 
as well as moderation and charity, the said Arch-* 
bishops, etc., shall have been weU assured. Such 
Minister not to be allowed to perform Marriages, nor 
to pronounce the Absolution or Blessing, nor to ad- 
minister either Sacrament, although he might in the 
Lord's Supper assist in giving the consecrated elements. 
Before he is licensed he must solemnly declare that 
in Church he will strictly conform to our practice, nor 
teach anything contrary thereto, or to our doctrine, etc. 
As to our younger Sister, the Established Church of 
Scotland — of which, as of our own Church, our beloved 
Queen is Head — surely we may well look upon her 
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Ministers as at least in Deacons' Orders, ^ and allow 
them occasionally to officiate as such in our Ghurches^ 
on their preyionsly declaring that they will not wit- 
tingly therein teach anything contrary to our disc^lim; 
for as to doctrine we agree — ^agree at least as much as 
we do among ourselves. They must of course engage 
also not to make any yariatimiB in our Services other 
than those allowed ; and they must use our YestmentB. 
In return for this, the Kirk would doubtless reyert to 
her old plan of allowing our Clergy to officiate in their 
Church — of course under the same conditions as they in 
ours — as Legh Bichmond and others used to do. 

** The Church of Scotland," so observes the writer of 
the article, " Sermons,^* in " Blackwood's Magazine," 
for August, 1862, '4s in remarkable circumstances. 
I^early twenty years ago shd received an extraordinary 
blow, under which many anxious spectators believed 
her likely to succumb altogether. But she has not 
succumbed. On the contrary, that sacred vessel, used 
to stormy waters, has gradually and slowly righted, 
with a steadiness which has modified many opinions, 
and altered many a rash judgment. — ^In the meantinre, 
with increasing intercourse, increasing kindness, and a 
more entire fusion of races, the Church of England has 
begun, perhaps for the first time, to exert her foil 
natural infiuence upon her poorer sister. There is 

* Dr. Cmnming, in his early work, "An Apology for tHo 
Churcli of Sootlfimd," which, it would seem, is no longer in 
circulation, — ^bnt of which he need not be ashamed, after Bach 
men as Wesley and Dr. Baylee have professed their beli^ 
in Apostolical succession — claimed Presbyterian suocesaioii 
through the Culdees for his Church. We may well grant this, 
and look upon them as Deacons, having received authorify, 
" through the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery." 

The validity of Presbyterian Orders was once allowed b(y:^e 
Episcopalians in Scotland. See Procter, p. 160. 
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scarcely a Scotch family of competent means which 
does not choose to have part of the education of its 
children carried on in England ; and the Scotch popula*- 
tion now pours up to town in spring almost as steadily 
as the English flood returns in August to pay the re- 
turning visit. All these natural influences have had 
their inevitable effects. And scattered abroad over all 
the world, as are our Scottish adventurers, the Service of 
the English Church has grown dear to many u toilwom 
heart, which, deeply and warmly Scotch, and clinging 
even to the prejudices of its upbringing, has yet felt 
unspeakable x^omfort in the broad and pore devotion 
which no officiating Minister can spoil, and which 
refreshes the soul in many a dark hour of life, when 
sermons would be intolerable. At last — ^the need of 
something that is not sermon — that is in fact warship 
and Service, secured end unfluctuating, independent of 
the Minister, and beyond his power to injure and 
destroy has thrust itself upon the vision of the old un- 
liturgical argumentative Kirk." 

And now, having by this quotation been carried to 
Scotland, let us hear the Moderator, the highest ^nc- 
tionary in the Kirk. Se and another gentleman there 
will tell ns things that will make our dear old Prayer 
Book still dearer to us, and render us desirous of re- 
moving (as herein proposed) littile defects in the U9e 
thereof, to make it more generally accepted and be- 
loved. The Moderator observes, as quoted in the same 
article, ("Sermons,") "Many are dissatisfied, not with 
our doctrine, but with our external forms of worship. 
The complaint is, that our Services are bald and 
cold; that they are ilifltted to evoke and sustain the 
fSdelings and emotions which become worshippers ; that 
we come together rather as an audience to hear # 
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lecturer or teacher, than to pour forth our confesdons, 
and desires, and prayers for mercy and forgiveness 
through the hlood of Christ ; that when prayer is made, 
it is rather that of presiding Ministers than of the 
assembled people ; that they are wholly at the dis- 
cretion of . one man, however mediocre may be hi« 
gifts; that this is, in no reasonable sense. Common 
Prayer, for. that they ofben toil after him in vain ; that 
through our present system they are made passive and 
silent, rather than living worshippers, and are not 
called to confess within the sanctuary the Lord Jesus 
with the mouth, though it be written, 'With the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation.' " 

A writer in Macphall's '^ Edinburgh Ecclesiastical 
Journal," May, 1862, asks — "Why should we sever 
ourselves so sadly as we do from the fair humanities of 
the old religion, by our rigid rejection of those ancient 
forms of supplication? The only part of our meagre 
Service round which memory and association can en- 
twine is our rudely-sung Psalms. "No memory, strong 
as death, and tender as the sympathy of angels, can 
cling to our ever- varying prayers. They can form no 
link in the sacred chain of our spiritual history. We 
cannot in our Church, ^ Sunday after Sunday, solaoe 
ourselves with the thought — so dear to English hearta 
— that while we join in the uttered prayer, thousands of 
our feUow- worshippers, far and near, are saying the 
same words, breathing the same aspirations. We ara 
isolated, silent, and unsympathetic in the crudity and 
vagueness of our worship. We listen to the Minister 
praying, but we do not pray with him ; how can we^ 
when we don't know a word he is going to say, unleea 
indeed he usfta a form learnt by hearty as many do, and 
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repeats it regularly ? And then, if a man does this, he 
is blamed for being sluggish and monotonous in prayer, 
and his repetition is regarded as a reproach to him. 
And what repetitions some use ! — ^repeated, mark you, 
as i^gularly as the English Minister repeats his Church's 
Liturgy. I remember hearing one very worthy man 
preach and pray, who used — although bom of worthy 
Scotch parents — to confess day after day, that his father 
was * an apostate Amorite,' and his mother a no less 
* apostate Hittite ;' yet, whose congregation, doubtless, 
would have been vastly scandalized had he taken the 
Plrayer Book into the pulpit, and read out, in place of 
this nonsense, the dear confession, ' We have erred and 
strayed from Thy ways like lost sheep.' " 

Mr. Spurgeon, ia a Sermon at Burnley, August 26th, 
1857, page 6, says — "Our dissenting friends cannot 
bear forms, any of them, but I have heard some of 
them say the same prayer twenty times ; and whenever 
they get up I know what they axe going to say ; and 
yet they hate forms, all the forms except those they 
make themselves. They think it a very dreadful thing 
to read a prayer out of a book, but when they get up 
you know all they are going to say, and you know how 
and where they will end, and feel very glad when they 
get to the close of it. And the stupid things people do 
fsometimes say to God in prayer ! Ever since my boy- 
hood I can remember a respectable old horse that I 
used to see trotted out in most of the prayers that I 
heard at my grandMh^r's Chapel. The prayers used 
to begin, * Lord, we would not rush into Thy presence 
as the unthinking horse into the battle.' Well, when 
I was a child I used to think that was a very singular 
horae, that ' unthinking ' horse, because I thought there 
were no horses that were much given to thinking ; and 
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J. was rather stmck that any of our Mends at prayer- 
meetixig shonld call any particular horse an ' unthink- 
ing * one : and I turned to my Bible, I can remember I 
thought that must be a Bible passage, and I found that 
there was not a word about * unthinking ' horses there. 
I found the jmssage about men rushii^ into sm as & 
horse into a battle, and nothing about ruf^King into 
Grod's presence at all. I have heard that horse a great 
many times galloping since, and I should like to see 
him transferred far, far away. Then in our prayers 
down South — ^I don't know whether you ever get it 
here — I hear my friends say, ^ Lord, go from heart 
to heart, as oil from ressel to vessel.' Of course y<Hi 
don't say that up here, I should hope ; because that is 
just about the most stupid piece of nonsense that any- 
body ever heard. I asked a friend the other night 
what he meant by it, and where he got it from ; because 
oil does not go from vessel to vessel ; that is the first 
thing. If you put oil into vessels, you will find it 
keep there, imless the vessels should be cracked, and 
then it is likely it might run out, but not else. But 
suppose oil does go from vessel to vessel, does grace go 
from heart to heart ? This I am sure of, the Eomanist 
thinks it does ; he thinks it runs out of the Priest ixxto 
the man who supplicates him ; but we Protestants don't 
think so. I am sure if the grace ran out of me isAxy 
you, it would soon be spoiled in going ; it would be of 
very little use to you." 

All this will not fail to convince men more and more 
of the value, nay the necessity of a Liturgy. "Wlulst 
^Nonconformists are begioning to be dissatisfied with the 
meagre, stale, and sometimes nonsensical prayers ''heard 
at conventicle ;" the Kirk allows — ^what we have all 
along maintained — ^that without a form there cannot he 
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tfMjr public worship, afl in the case of that particular 
branch of it, Psalmody. 

Our beautiful and scriptural Prayer Book has been 
highly commended by many of tlie wisest and best of 
those who are not of our Communion. Let us strive to 
make it univerMlly acceptable by allowing the harmless 
variations in its use herein proposed. Who knows but 
that it will soon, generally take its place by the side of 
our authorised Bible ? and thus make straight the path, 
for union and brotherly love to occupy the room of our 
present polemical state, and the internecine wars and 
fightings amongst us? '^I will open rivers in high 
places." Even where it was least expected, our Church 
Prayer Book, not caUed indeed after her name, but con- 
sidered pulliei juris, may be introduced ; and iliat 
soon. 

The kingdom of Italy, having completed its political 
reform, will not be satisi&ed without reformation in 
religion also. Our venerable Prayer Book is becoming 
better known there, and being found to contain so much of 
what is actually used by Borne, it cannot fail to be 
appreciated there by conservative reformers. " Surely 
this is the Book we need : ready to our hands : the old 
liturgies, condensed, emended, and improved ! " 

" Haec dicit Dominus : State super vias, et videte, et 
interrogate de semitis antiquis, qusB sit via bona, et 
ambulate in eS,: et invenietis reMgerium animabus 
vestris." — [Jeremias vi. 16.) 



Ministers, ordained by Colonial or Scotch Bishops, 
etc — 
It is clearly inexpedient that such should be generally 
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admitted to officiate statedly in EngLand : yet the 
elusion is sometimes hard. 

Let it be enacted then that any Graduate of Oxford 
or Cambridge, Dublin or Durham, ordained by a 
Colonial Bishop, be in precisely the same position as if 
he had been ordained by a Home Bishop. With respect 
to all other persons ordained out of England, Wales, or 
Ireland, or in the same for the Colonies or Foreign 
parts — let it be competent to the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, to cause any such person desirous of serving a 
curacy, etc., in England, to be examined, and allowed 
(if found qualified) to hold preferment, or to oficiate 
for a time, at the Primate's discretion. 

The priyilege of officiating in England a few times 
every year, now possessed by those in Scotch orders, 
should be extended to those in Colonial orders, if it ia 
not already granted. Of this the writer is not aware. 
Ministers of Foreign Protestant Established Churches, 
being ^^ Sound in the faith," should be allowed the 
same privilege of occasionally officiating in our Churches. 
It woidd have been very nice if at the late Eoyal Mar- 
riage, the Archbishop could have been asmUd hy the 
Princess's own Danish Minister. Also if at the late 
Eoyal Baptism, the Prussian Minister could have 
administered the Sacrament in ihe Chapel, instead of 
the drawiug-room ; assisted or not by an English 
Minister. 

If a general license to this effect be thought inex-^ 
pedient, surely no inconvenience could ensue, were it 
made competent to the Archbishop of Canterbury to 
grant a dispensation — ^in each case, with the sanction of 
the Queen in Council — as above. Also for an English 
Clergyman to assist in a Foreign Service. 
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This were in accordance with the spirit of modera- 
tion of the Chnrch of England, whose \^ wisdom it hath 
ever heen to keep the mean between the two extremes 
of too mnch sti&ess in refasiu^, and of too mnch easi- 
ness in admitting any variation" — "The liberal 
deviseth liberal things, aad by liberal things shall he 
stand." [Marginal, " he eatdblwhed?^ Isaiah zxxii. 8.~| 



XXY. Peayees At Sea. (Page 29.) 

1. By these small variations this first Prayer is made 
statable for general use at sea, and how very suitable ! 

[The fonrth Prayer, [0 most gracious, etc.] May be 
used in any imminent peril, by omitting — " to rebuke 
—sea."] 

2. It is much to be regretted that the venerable 
Compilers of the Prayer Book, who have in several 
cases altered the exact words of Scripture, neglected 
thus to accommodate this passage. Surely it is absurd 
for Christians, in a Special Service, and selected Psalms 
to promise to "offer rams, bullocks, and goats !" Terse 
13, is cut out in American: but in verse 12, " ImnU 
offerings" is retained. See Note in XTTI. Eemarks 
on the Commination. 

The note conveys a useful hint to all Laymen. 
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XXVL Lessoks.! (Page 30.) 

Surely noliiiiKg Apocryphal ought to be bound up 
wiili the word of God. Moreover, the addition makes 
the Sacred Yolume so much heavier to turn. As to the 
Apocryphal books, let any member of the Church who 
can be edified thereby, continue to read them, '^ for 
example of life, and instruction of manners;" taking 
heed how he read them, (as the same Hierome conn* 
selleth Loeta;) and forbid not any Minister to read them 
also publicly, as appointed ; but no longer oompel any 

^ The LeBBons should not only be read, of course very dis- 
tinctly, and ore rotv/ndo-r-Tnonthmg is better than mumbling — 
BO thiEit persons dnll of hearing, in a remote comer, may 
understand ; they should also be so given, ov;t that he who is 
not "ready in turning of the Book," may best find them in his 
Bible. Let him not, (by a too servile following of the letter, 
instead of the spirit of the Rubric — for in this instance, our 
Venerable Compters have put the cart before the horse,) be 
informed of the chapter , before he has been told the Booki nor 
of the verse, before he knows the cha^piter, which sadly per- 
plexes even the ready. 

Far better thus — ^e people having settled themselves, eay, 
" Here beginneth " — pause — (e.g.) "the Prophet Isaiah " — 
pause — " the seventh chapter," — ^pause — " the tenth verse." 
Or, "Here beginneth the^st Lesson," etc. Or, if a Holy-Day 
Lesson, " Here beginneth the Proper Lesson for," etc. 

Then, should there have been coughing, etc., repeat briefly, 
the Book and Ca/rdmaZ numbers; — "Isaiah — chapter 7 — 
verse 10."— 

Now for a minor subject. — ^Reader, of course you are not 
guilty of that piece of Yandalism, turning down the leaf! 
Mind further, to keep the silk ribbon jlat, when you shut the 
book, otherwise it will soon become creased, and like a string, 
cutting the leaves. In large books, the markers should al'ways 
hang out of the side, never at the bottom, for in this latter po- 
sition, they are of little use in finding the place, and tear the 
leaves in opening. 

Repair torn leaves, with cambric, etc. : a neckerchief, defijvnc- 
twm Idborihus, does well — ^they become like the nursery "indee- 
tructible book." " Neo mens hie sermo." — It is an Arohidiaoonal 
wrinkle. 
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so to read them. Although this is now indeed a matter 
of minor importance, as so very few attend the week- 
day Services, on which occasions only they are read. 

If the Apocryphal Lesson occupied the room of a 
Homily or Sermon only, it would be less objectionable ; 
but like Nahash, it would thrust out our right eye. 
^ Good Master Hoo :" is not judicious here. JSceles. FoL 
V. 20. The American Calendar is a great improve- 
ment upon ours. Unreadable chapters are excluded,, 
and the Apocryphal Lessons are replaxjed by Canonical, 
(though they are retained for Holy Days.) The Calen- 
dar Second Lessons for evening are as ours ; but the 
Gospels and Acts are read fwtee a year only, instead of 
thrice, the longer chapters being divided ; a great im- 
provement, partly superseded by suggestion XXYI. 12, 
Bomish Saints are expunged. 

Proper Second Lessons are appointed for every Sunday: 
which is objectionable.^ The Sunday Proper First 
Lessons are nearly the same as ours ; but the Prophets, 
beginning as with us, on Advent Sunday, go on to 
Trinity Sunday, when Genesis begins, and the Histori- 
cal books and Proverbs go on till Advent. A simpler 
arrangement ; well worth our adoption, with the Ame- 
rican calendar, cum var* at the next Revision. 

Genesis i. and xxii, and Isaiah liii, are read once only, 



I The daily reading of the New Teatament is less likely to 
be neglected, when it fits in, as now, with the Sunday Lessons, 
especially if the portions be not too long. The variety of the 
first Lessons, and the oontinnity of the second, are pecnliarly 
charming. Proper second Lessons however, are necessary for 
«ome Sundays ; and surely " Low Sunday," the Octave of the 
great Paschal Feast, "Dominica in albis" is one. Otherwise the 
Lesson might be inappropriate. American appoints Acts i, and 
1 Cor. XV. Another appropriate chapter would be John xxi. 
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i,e,, on Trinity Sunday and Otood Friday ; this last Les- 
son beginning at Isaiah lii. 13. 

The 1689 Commission: Calendar is as ours, the names 
of the Eomish Saints only being expunged. 

Canonical Proper Lessons are appointed for Holy 
Days : generally, chapters from Proverbs, Ecclesiastee, 
and Job, not read on Sundays ; as our own Book does 
with the first four Holy Days ; and doubtless will do 
with all, at the next revision. The Sunday Lessons 
are nearly as ours. Genesis xxxvii, {d.) is used instead 
of xxxiv, as also in American, in which likewise lum- 
bers xxT, (/.) is expunged. In both these chapters 
((Jenesis xxxiv, and Numbers xxv,) the peculiar cir- 
cumstances prevent their warning being so profitable as 
to coinpensate for their offence against our modem 
refinement.^ -Moreover, what might have been read 
but boldly in the Ancient Jewish Synagogue, where 
the women were apart in a latticed gallery, may not be 
proper in our intermingled congregations. The reasons 
for our other proposed changes are obvious. 

American has Isaiah xxxv, for 1st S. Giristmas Morn- 
ing, loco xxxvii. 37 ; {a,) which is the same as 2 Kings 
xix, read Trinity 13, Morning. This 35th Chapter, is 
moreover a short one ; convenient for 1st Sunday Christ- 
inas Morning, when there is often a Communion. 

For this reason also it is proposed to cut off Exodus 
zii. at verse 15, on Easter-day Morning, («.) 



* We are compelled to stram out a gnat, though oar fore> 
fathers could swaUow a camel ; when the Queen of England 
cxmld exclaim to a courtier kneeling before her with a petition 
she had no mind to grant — " Heavens, man ! How yonr boots 
stink !" — For which evasion she was gently reproved — " Pardon 
me, your Majesty, 'tis my suit that stinketh !" 
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The present Whit-Sunday morning Lesson is chiefly 
about the FassoTer ; actually striking one at first that 
it is the wrong Lesson ; namely the one for Easter. 
But little of it relates to the feast of Weeks, which feast 
after all, has very little to do, except as synchronizing^ 
with the 'effusion of the Holy Spirit, instead of this 
chapter, how appropriate, on the day on which espe- 
cially we " sprinkle with clean water," and pray that 
the breath may come, is the Lesson proposed, {g.) 
Ez. xxxvi at 25, to xxxvii. 15, (28 verses,) which 
striking portion of Holy Writ, is, strange to say, never 
read in Church at all I not even in the ordinary course 
of the week day ! 

Several impressive and beautiful chapters, in Genesis 
and elsewhere, might well replace some of our other 
Proper Lessons, at the next Beview. Meanwhile, such 
chapters may be introduced, though not at our regular 
Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer Sunday Services, 
by the permissive variations, V. 4 ; X. 4 ; XII ; XXYI. 
2, 3 ; carrying out the spirit of the '^ Admonition to all 
Ministers Ecclesiastical," prefixed to second Book of 
Homilies, to change '^ the chapter in order to be read, 
with some other of more edification." 

By our proposed va/riatiom, the book of "Church 
Services," for the Sunday, would require only the 
addition of these five Lessons ; viz : — Genesis xxi and 
xxxvii ; Isaiah xxxv and lii ; and Ezek. xxxvi, verse 
25 to xxxvii. 15. 

If permission to use these were granted, they would 
soon of course be printed separately, so as to be inserted 
easily in present books. As so little of the Old Testa- 
ment is read on Sunday, it is not desirable to use the 
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same parts twice, (i. and c.) ; Genesis i, by this plan, 
would be the only Chapter repeated. 



And now, Eeader, what think you of the ** Pro- 
posed Permissive Yariations in the use of the Church 
Services?" — Many persons of course will consider 
this or that variation uncalled for, which, yet to 
(others may appear most important. Eemember then in 
conclusion, that after all is said and done, they are 
permmwe only. If A. does not wish to avail himseK 
of any of them, why should he prevent B's using them? 
We are bound as a Kational and Established Church to 
open our gates wide, that as many as possible may come 
in ; to make it truly Catholic. 

This would clearly be the effect of the variations pro- 
posed, and would any one of them make our beloved 
Church one jot or one tittle less Scriptural, less Apos- 
tolic, less pure ? — ^Not in the least. 

Are they not on the whole decided improvements ? — 
Just what waa Wanted? — Undoubtedly — How then 
shall we obtain leave to adopt them ? — To use the 
Dean of Ely's words; on account of "the extreme 
jealousy which is felt whenever any change is proposed,'* 
the Higher powers cannot be expected to recommend 
their adoption ; but if memorialized by a large number 
of the Clergy and Laity, they might be induced so far 
to sanction them, as to intimate that no action or pro- 
ceedings should be allowed to take place in any of the& 
Courts, against any Minister for using them, provided 
he ceased to do so, when desired. The same taott 
sanction, perhaps, might further be obtained from the 
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Fountain Head.^ When a prosecution was commenced 
in the Ecclesiastical Courts against Dr. DoddridgCi 
King George II, gave an express order for putting a 
stop to it. 

The writer is not aware that any similar attempt has 
been made ; namely, to obtain permission to use certain 
definite variations, keeping the Prayer Book itself in* 
tact. 

Lord Ebury's BiU proposed this, only to a very 
limited extent. The principal difficulties remained un- 
touched. The use of the wedding ring was left to the 
option of the Officiating Minister ! "Whereupon it was 
observed by a friend of the writer's, that though his 
Lordship should persuade a House of Lorda^ he never 
could induce a House of Ladies to assent to this ! It 
appears it was a mistake.' 

Numerous alterations have been suggested to be made 
in the Prayer-book — and it has been proposed generally 
to allow variations in the use of the Services ; as in that 
excellent atticle in the " Edinburgh Eeview," on Litur- 
gical Eevision; but nothing likely as a whole to 
be accepted, has been proposed, as far as he knows. 



^ " With regard to alterations of arrangement and detail it 
seems probable" says the Bean of Ely — PaHsh Priest — "that a 
few years may witness some attempt made by proper authority 
to adapt the existing Services more completely to onr existing 
wants ; and it appears quite as probable that no attempt will 
be made by such authority to alter the Book of Common 
Prayer in its doctrinal character." So be it ! — But when will 
the attempt be made by those in authority ? — As Queen Eliza- 
beth wrote to Philip — 

"Ad GrsBcas, bone rex, fient mandata Calendaa V* 

' Lord Ebury surely deserves the hearty thanks of all 
phorclmien; whether they approve of his Lordship's particular 
inggostiosB, or not. 
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Beader ! Have you anything better to propose ? If 
BO, let us have it. Take the same pains the Writer has 
taken, and give us a fuU statement of all the alteratioiis 
you desire. We can then memorialize for the adoption 
of your suggestions, instead of these, if they be thought 
better. But let us not work in the dark. Let us not 
be persuaded to pray for " a Commission." "What 
would be the result, we cannot tell ; without our hav- 
ing a voice or choice, we should be compelled to alt^ 
our services ; in many instances, doubtless, much for 
the worte, and sore against our will ; and the feel- 
ing of many would be, ** Our holy and our beantifdl 
Book wherewith our fathers praised Thee, is marred: 
and all our pleasant things are laid waste." 

By obtaining sanction for Permissive Variations in 
the me of the Church Services, we get the advantage 
of a revision, without its attendant evils. 
" Si quid novisti rectius istis, 
Candidus imperti, si non, his utere mecum." 



Memobiax to the Abghbishops and Bishops of the 
Peovinces oe Cantekbubt and Yoek. 

We, the undersigned Clergy and Lay Communicants 
of the Church of England, beg most respectfidly to call 
your attention to the proposed " Permissive Variations 
in the use of the Church Services," a copy of which 
has been transmitted to each of your Lordships. 

We are aware your Lordships cannot authorize their 
adoption, but we would himibly suggest — should they, 
or any of them, be deemed useM, and tending to gene- 
ral edification — ^that intimation be given to the Clergy, 
through the Eural Deans, or other channel, that no 
action or proceedings shall be entertained in any Eccle- 
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siastical Court against a Clergyman for his having used 
any of the said Variations (to which your Lordships 
ahall not have taken exception) until they can be sub- 
mitted to Convocation, and sanctioned by Parliament ; 
unless any of your Lordships should see* fit before 
that time to revoke, in his own Diocese, such intima- 
tion. 

Should this procedure seem inexpedient, we would 
earnestly beg your Lordships to adopt such measures as 
may be thought best to obtain authority for the use of 
the said Variations, or of such of them as you in your 
wisdom may deem desirable. 



Eevisionists should sign this Memorial — ^taking the 
Permissive Variations as an instalment ; although, it is 
to be hoped, they are nearly all they would desire, 
except, perhaps, their compulsory use and insertion in 
the Prayer Book. All, again, who deprecate a Eevi- 
sion, and those also who do not actually desire any 
Pamissive Variations, should sign this Memorial ; for 
let them be assured that if Variations of this kind are 
not allowed, Ministers will make more, perhaps, than 
these of their own conceit — and some very injudicious 
ones too— and Eevisionists will carry the day ; or many 
of them will leave the Church. 

Oh! let us all strive together to prevent any further 
breach. We can ill spare asijfaithfidmeny whether High 
Church or Low Church, or by whatever other name 
they may be called. 

The Eev. Dr. Baylee, Principal of St. Aidan's, Birken- 
head (according to a local paper, in November, 1861) 
" Having dwelt on the want of Unity among the Clergy 

I 
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as the greatest evil the Church had to cantend with, 
and having happily observed that Spirituality vrithout 
Order is a ghost; while Order without Spirituality is a 
carcase ; he expressed his own belief, though a strong 
Evangelical, in Apostolical Succession and Sacramental 
Grace, and urged that while each man held his own 
opinions, he should have no suspicion of his brethren, 
but work heartily for the Church/' Amen, so he it I 

MnmnjM of VAEiATioiirs. 

Many persons, probably, wiU object to the introduc- 
tion of so many Variations. Will they support the fol- 
lowing Decade? 

1. In the triple Morning Service, abbreviate the Ex- 
hortation, as in I. 1 ; say the morning Collect after the 
first Lord's Prayer ; and go straight to Litany (with the 
Salutation, etc.) after Jubilate, or, where there is not 
chanting, after the metrical Fsahn or Voluntary used 
instead thereof; and in Litany, omit Lord's Prayer; 
and in Communion, after Response to the Ten Com- 
mandments, omit Collect for the Queen. 

2. Distribute the elements to the whcde row, as in 
L 18. 

3. Omit flattering titles, etc., as in XV. 1, 2, 5- 

4. Churching and harvest, etc., as in XVI., XVTI. 

5. Curtail week-day Service, as ia XL 

6. Lessons, etc., 8is in XXVI. 

7. Baptism — ^Dispense with Sponsors and Sign of the 
Cross, if desired. In ** seeing now,^* etc., for " regene- 
rate " say " baptized," and in " We yield Thee,^^ etc. 
say " that it hath pleased Thee to receive this child by 
baptism, and to incorporate him," etc., also in private 
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and adult baptism, muttUui mutandis ; in Confirmation 
also, as in XX. 

8. Matrimony, as in XXI. 

9. Burial — In Preface to Bubric, consider as ex- 
punged, ^' unhaptized, or;" in ^^ Forasmuch a»" etc., say 
as in XXTTT. 5. Use the Collect or the preceding 
Prayer, or both, and in the Collect omit " as our hope — 
doth." 

10. Ordination — Omit the first Question to Deacons, 
etc., afl in XXIV. 9, 10, 11. 



It is suggested that ihe names of those persons who 
desire permission for the use of this Minimum only be 
affixed to a note appended to the Memorial, thus : — 

" JSTote, that the following subscribers are desirous that 
permission be granted for the use of those ten Yariations 
only, termed the Decade." 

If this Minimum alone were conceded, it woul4 be a 
aingular benefit to the whole body — Laity as weU as 
Clergy — ^from the way-faring man to the temporal Head 
of the Church — ^from the youngest Deacon to the Pri- 
mate of all England ! the greatest improvement in the 
Services of the Church, **ever since the first compiling 
of her Public Liturgy" — ^the Prayer Book too continu- 
ing intact ! 

The writer can hardly hope for the adoption of all 
his suggestions: quanquam 01 — but should this mini- 
mum be approved and sanctioned, and that at all 
through his instrumentality, he would feel that he had 
not been toiling atiAivt^t^ lirl i^yu' that he '^had 
served his generation," and many a future generation 
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likewise ; that his " labour had not been in vain in the 
Lord.'! 

May this, and every work of his, and of his fellow- 
labourers in the Gospel, all tend to the comfort and 
edification of souls, and 

"Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam!" — ^Amen. 



KoXo^wFa iwiTifiiF** — ^If the reader — "Qnis leget 
hsBc ? — ^Vel duo, vel nemo." — ^Well, if anyone, approv- 
ing of, and desiring leave to use some of the proposed 
Variations, should perchance enquire, "How, where, 
when can the Memorial be signed?" — ^to facilitate this 
matter, the writer, even at the risk of being deemed 
officious, and of being told with respect to this, as weU 
as the rest of his work, Non tali auxilioy etc., ventures 
to state that he will with pleasure receive and affix 
names to the Memorial, or to the Note. 

The names of Laymen, unless the parties — a canonical 
and rubrical term, observe — are well known, must for 
obvious reasons be transmitted through a Clergyman. 

The Address, and Degree, if any, shoidd of course be 
added. And all, as plain as print I"^ 

^ How often is the thing yclep't a signature, a hieroglypihie! 
Just where the context fails to assist! — How few noblemen 
and gentlemen could now claim Benefit cf Clergy, were the 
nechverse required to be legibly written. ** He writes like a 
clerk," were an opprobrimn. 

Some fifty years ago, a lord lieutenant of a midland connfy, 
who was not renowned for caJigraphy, applied in behalf of a 
certain Minister of the Church militant, for leave to raise « 
Rifle corps — as the common people termed it, to raise a corpse I 
Down came the expected parchment, most unmistakably 
granting His Majesty's leave to the Bev. So-and-so, to raise a 
Bihle corps ! 
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APPENDIX. 



A HINT TO IMPEOPRIATORS. 



''EXSENTEIC DICEKE VEEUM, QuiD VETAT?" 



The writer knows a man, who, thirty years ago was 
Curate of a poor Parish, of which the Patronage and 
the Tithes were in the hands of a certain rich College, of 
royal foundation. The Vicarage fell vacant ; the Curate, 
by the recommendation of a neighbouring lord, and by 
the previous kind mention to the Master, Vdtts amtci, 
was presented : and the College assisted him liber£dly 
in building an excellent house. So far, so good. But 
the Vicar, now become an S. T. P., with a large 
fiunily — ^his sons syn-arithmizing with the muses, his 
daughters with the graces and Cinderella — ^finding his 
case to resemble that of the calceolarious old woman, so 
famed in nursery song, ventured to represent to tte 
College, that even though a single man might still be 
'' passing rich with forty pounds a year," yet fifteen 
people could barely subsist, much less become sleek as 
their munificent founder, on what they received from 
the College- as his bequest, viz., £44 per annum! 
[making, with royal bounty, but £130.] 

He pointed out the error into which that faithM 
man had fallen, by assigning for the maintenance of 
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the Vicar — ^not a certain portion, say a qnarter of the 
Great Tithes — ^but the fixed smn of £8, which in those 
days was of about the same amount, f.«., about a 
quarter of the gross value of the benefice, the usual 
portion for the officiating Minister. 

He then reminded them that money bad since tiiat 
time decreased just fifteen times, or — ^what amounts to 
the same thing — ^property had increased fifteen fold; 
and that their Tithes, which originally were doubtless 
about £32, now amounted to fully 32xl5=£480. 
This, divided by 4=£120 : which quarter, being what 
his £8 X 15 (as it ought to be) amoxmted to, and being 
also the legal stipend of a Curate of that sized Parish — 
and they had always considered that Yicarage "a 
stipendiary cure," as they were in possession of the SmaU 
Tithes, as well as the Great — ^he requested them, of 
their singular humanity, to allow him henceforth, 
instead of the £44 ! 

This important letter was despatched : and the S. T. P. 
family, " Spemque, metumque inter dubii," were aU 
agog : and many were the speculations as to the result. 
The pros and com were discussed — "A College has no 
conscience!'^ "What will a parcel of old bachelors 
care for a lot of children !" etc., etc. "But then, it is 
all so plain ; surely they cannot refuse so reasonable a 
i?equest." " Poor fellows ! perhaps they never thought 
of it before. Learned men are often very absent — 
witness. Sir Isaac Newton, ringing the bell, and order- 
ing the servant to remove the fire backwarder ! They 
will be only too happy to be shewn how they may 
carry out their Pounder's intention ! The Benefice, as 
it is, should rather be called a 'Starving!' than a 
' Living!' Besides, if they refused, people would cry, 
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'Shame!' and what is £76 a year to a rich Society 
like theirs!" "Moreover, this £76 will enrich, or 
rather depauperize one of their oum Body in futwre^'* 
etc., etc. 

So the ^0% carried the day. — "It must he so!" 
The S. T. P.s reckoned without their host; they 
counted their chickens hefore they were hatched. 
8. T. P.'s imagination already heholds his helpmeet 
rohed anew in ample folds of rich hlack silk, entertain- 
ing their Mends, 

" While the bnbbfing and loud-hissing nm 
Throws np a steamy column, and the cups 
That cheer bnt not inebriate, wait on each." 

Already, in fancy, lie on his Study Table, ^^Patres Apos- 
Midi a CoUUrio,^^ in the original, well-tooled vellum. 

The poor little S. T. P.s were eagerly anticipating 
an increase of plums in the Sunday pudding — when lo I 
a damper came — Oceidit, occidit Spes omnis. "The 
College," so wrote the Bursar, "cannot entertain 
8. T. P.'s application!" ^iv, . ftv, ejaculated poor 
S. T. P '*FeWi indeed!" interposed Mrs. S. T. P., 
" if you mean our future comforts ! " 

So S. T. P.'s application, and S. T. P.'s .family, were 
" not entertained." The College, so famed for learning, 
found the proposition a poser. They could not solve it. 
With them, plusihetaerology clashed with ptochocede- 
monology.^ Deipnosophists ! 

*' Their table groans with costly piles of food ; 
And all is more than hospitably good !" 

Their Chef is paid as a gentleman, 

" Et Appiam mannis terit :" 

' In usv/m porcorwrn, et dofmnissanmi. Bichfellowshipism, 
and Poorcaratism. 
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M.M, les dicrotteurs; et les vautours, en Gree^ yvwtf, 
overpaid, "always pity those poor gentlemen, the 
Yicars and Curates!" who alone are *^not entertained!" 
And this, in a College presided over by a man, of 
whom, if of any, and more truly than of him on 
whom it was writ, 720 years agone, might be said, 
" Cui soli patuit scibile qnidquid erat !" 

Impropriators! corporate, and sole; noble, and 
gentle ! the Church does not ask yon to give np all the 
property yon now hold, which was hers : but she does 
ask yon to give " that which is jnst and eqnal." Give 
np to the Vicar, or perpetnal Curate,* fifteen times, 
what his Living is valued at in the "King's Books ;" 
or, a quarter of the whole Tithes. " What a sacrifice ! " 
Say you so? then offer it to the Lord: and "the Lord 
accept thee ! " and remember, that " the Lord is able to 
give thee much more than this." Do yon refuse ? then 
you must be plainly told : It is not yours. " Nay, ye 
do wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren." 

Parliament should take up this matter — ^as weU as 
eharittes in the like predicament — and enact that where 
Tithes are in the hands of a CoUege, no Fellowship 
shall be filled up till every Living in their gift shall 
have the aforementioned portion of Tithes appropriated 
to it : that fifteen times as much as was appointed in 
Henry the Eighth's reign shall henceforth be paid. 
Other corporate bodies should be similarly dealt with. 
As to an individual Impropriator, at his death, or on 
his disposing of the Tithes, let an eighth of the value, 
imless more than that be already paid, go to the 
Incimibent, and a furtkir eighth on the next change. 
Let not Impropriators think to get quit of their re- 
1 Every Incumbent, not •*Seetor/* shonld be ** Vicar J* 
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sponsibility by selUng their Tithes and property. K 
they wish to dispose of them, let them do so, but first 
make over the quarter to the Incumbent. The Tithe 
Redemption Trust ought to be far more liberally sup- 
ported than it is. Probably rich Churchmen consider 
the work too gigantic to grapple with. But " every 
little helps." Till the above much to be desired mea- 
sure is carried, would it not be better for the Trust to 
endeavour by "love or money " to secure the Quarter^ 
aa proposed, in mani/ Parishes, rather than the almost 
hopeless whole in eifewf 

The Lobi) Chaiicelloe's Scheme poe Selling his 

Small Livings. 

This surely is' worthy of all praise. On his com- 
fortable woolsack the learned lord has kindly remem- 
bered the poor shepherds and their flocks: and well 
does he deserve his name; for "Bethel" has been 
more substantially benefited by him, than by any 
Lord Chancellor before him, albeit he may have been 
called pillar, or buttress of the Church.^ 

1 ^ to the amonnt to be realized by the sale of each Living, 
in nine cases ont of ten the Chancellor will be disappointed ; 
he has forgotten to allow for the Services. Take, e.g., a 
Living of £170, without a honse. From this, £100 a year 
mnst be deducted for doing the duty. Any Curate can get 
£100 per annum. This leaves the Living worth £70 only; 
but nearly half as much as this may be added, on account of 
its prospective augmentation. CaU it £100 per annum, worth, 
tkt ten years purchase,. £1000. If the principal landowner has 
a «peffe house, it may be assumed to be worth £500. This 
house, and £500 in money paid at once, would generally be as 
much as he would give, and generally also as much as the 
Advowson is worth. This, with the Commissioners' addition, 
would be a great boon to the Parish, and to the Church at 
large. If sold when vacant, as the Chancellor wisely sug- 
gested, it would probably fetch more. 
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Colleges, and others, ex officio Patrons, should be 
allowed, or, if need be, compelled to do the same. 



Next Presentations not to be sold. Advowsons sale- 
able when the Benefices are vacant. 

It is deeply to be regretted that the Bill was lost, 
introduced a few years ago, to render illegal the sale of 
next Presentations. The argument against the measure 
that appeared to have most weight was, that monied 
men, who were not however great landowners, ought to 
have it in their power to purchase livings for their sons! 
As if, forsooth, all the Advowsons were still appendent 
to the manor! whereas the papers are always fvJl of 
advowsons, in gross, for sale; and nothing would be 
easier than for a merchant or banker to purchase one, 
and having presented his son, to sell it again. There 
appears not to be any valid reason against the sale of 
an Advowson when the living is vacant ; though there 
are the strongest reasons against the sale of a next Pre- 
sentation; under such, or any circumstances whatever. 

Patronage is a sacred trust, as well as the possession 
of what is of value as property. A "patron" claims 
honour and respect. Let In'm not then demean himseK 
by taking a bribe — such, in point of fact, is selling a 
next Presentation. It is, and ought to be declared to 
be, simoniaealf in the vendor and purchaser. It is the 
nearest approach to the sin of Magus, after that of 
bribing a Bishop to procure Holy Orders — ^a thing now, 
of course, out of the question. 

If, however, a patron wishes to dispose of his Advow- 
son, let him do so at any time — the mere accident of 
the benefice being void should be no bar. Pseudo-reH- 
gious considerations ought not to hinder a man fix»n 
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honestly making the best of Us propertj. And wliat 
harm to the Church could ensue? l^Ul the nominee 
be a more or less efficient Parish Priest, whether his 
patron became possessed of the Advowson by inheritance 
or by purchase ? and this, either when the last incum- 
bent was healthy and strong, or aged and in£rm, or 4n 
artieulo mortis, or deceased? Neither Laity nor Clergy 
should be lumecessarily interfered with in civil matters. 
Here then is a boon to the Laity — to be allowed to sell 
their property to the best advantage — to dispose of an 
Advowson when vacant — and to purchase, of course, 
the same. In return, let them be willing to give up 
the right of lowering themselves, and jobbing, by selling 
next presentations — a thing scarcely less injurious to 
the Church than general bonds of resignation, which 
were happily abolished some years since. 

How does it diminish Curates' chances of preferment, 
if patrons, instead of giving presentations, are allowed 
to seU them ? 

PLtTKAUnEB. 

The present law, forbidding to hold two livings, if 
one of them exceeds £100, is too stringent and one- 
sided. It looks only to the small benefice—" Poor 
living — it cannot support a Minister, let it be held by a 
neighbouring incumbent!" But now, take another 
view — not a mere fancy-piece — ^the Vicar of A., worth 
about £120 per annum, with a large family, serves as 
Curate for £40, the adjoining parish B., both having a 
small population. The Yicar of B. dies, the patron 
presents the Curate. Alas! B. is worth just above 
£100 ! so it cannot be held with A. The poor Yicar 
loses, moreover, his £40, and the livings cannot be 
united. 
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The Bill was introduced for the benefit, chiefly of 
"the working Clergy." The Act really injures them. 
Surely zfo abuses could ensue from making it competent 
to the Queen in Council to relax this law, under cer- 
tain circumstances. Also, to allow a Dean to hold a 
living beyond three miles firom his deanery. It was 
curious to introduce this limitation in these days of 
easy and rapid locomotion ! 

Livings above £300 to bb Taxed to augment 

SHALL Livings. 

Income, after deducting Curates' stipends, etc., — 
thus : — 

A Living to pay no tax on its first £300, but £5 per 
cent, on the excess of £300 to £500; then £10 per 
cent, to £1000; then £15 per cent, to £1500; then 
£20 per cent, to £2000; then £25 per cent, on all above 
£2000. Thus, a Living of £301 would pay one shil- 
ling; one of £1001 would pay £60 38.; and one of 
between five and six thousand a-year would pay about 
£1000 — and so it ought !* 

No present incumbent would be taxed, except with 
his own consent, and if patrons pleased, they might 

^ How macli fairer is this method of rating than that of the 
income tax, by which a man with £99 193. pays nothing, bnt 
if he has a shilling a-year more, he pays — ^really for that shil- 
ling — £2 53. lOd.! at fivepence in the pound. Far better 
make the income tax a permanent one at sixpence in the ponnd 
on the excess of £100, never to be increased except as a war 
tax. No man, not paying income tax, to have a vote for aa 
M.P. 

Fnrther, payment on the excess of £100 ; on £200, or £400, 
should enable a person to give a single, double, or triple vote, 
respectively, wherever he has a qnalification ; except at the 
Universities. Payment on £1000, £2000, or £3000, to give 
four, five, or six votes — ^the maximum, as at a Church-rate poll. 
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transfer to their other liyings a fair portion of the in- 
come of the large benefice, when that portion wonld 
pay no tax— or a reduced one. 

The present excessive overpayment of some few of 
the Clergy, and the miserable pittance of others ; is a 
scandal that loudly calls for reform. It is one great 
cause of Dissenters not joining the Church. 

The nation, moreover, might be willing to raise all 
" starvings,'* to " livings," by a Parliamentary Grant, 
if these abuses were rectified. The impression on the 
public mind is, that the Church has ample funds, if pro- 
perly apportioned. Beform these abuses; let honest 
John Bull see clearly that more money is needed, and he 
will freely give more. 

Let us not shut our eyes to any of the abuses that 
really exist in our beloved Church; rather let us 
labour to reform them. 

We Ministers too, let us remember, are not aU of us 
exactly such Pastors as the Chief Shepherd would com- 
mend. Some appear to be following Talleyrand's 
direction, "Surtout point de z^le." Others "have a zeal, 
but not according to knowledge." Let us strive to 
amend ourselves; and let us also charitably believe that 
among the Dissenters there are still some likeminded 
with good old Matthew Henry, and Dr. Watts ; a man, 
as the great lexicographer observes, to be imitated in aU 
but his nonconformity. And if the Church's loving 
sons see defects in their dear Mother, let us not marvel, 
that Nonconformists view those defects magnified. K 
the sober minded among them were to see us striving 
to reform whatever is amiss, they might be induced to 
join us ; " Let us build with you ; for we seek your 
God, as ye do." As Cardinal Ostini confessed of the 
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Church of Borne, to poor Dr. WoIfE^ we too may admit: 
"Multse oves foils, multi lupi intus" — "Take ns the 
foxes, the little foxes that spoil the ymes; for our vines 
have tender grapes." — {Son^ Sol. ii. 15.) 

What sound Churchman would not rgoice to ex- 
change those heretical teachers, who are eating the 
bread of the Church, but who would be much more 
honestly engaged as ^^ Dependent Ministers of Indejien- 
dent Congregations ;" men with whom we have scarcely 
anything in common — ^to exchange them for some of 
those Nonconformist Ministers, with whom evidently 
"the Spirit of the Lord is," and from whom we are 
separated only by a point or two, which to the next 
generation possibly may appear as trifling as the disputes 
of the Eussian Church, 150 years ago: "La plus 
grande querelle 6toit si les la'iques devoient faire le 
Signe de la Croix avec deux doigts, ou avec trois !" — 
( Voltaire Hist, Charles XII.) 

" The Bishop's Black Book," it is to be feared, exists 
only in fancy. Surely each Chief Shepherd should be 
bound to keep a book, with the names of black sheep. 

On hearing of any delinquency, the Bishop should 
instruct the Eural Dean to make inquiries, and if the 
thing be certain, the delinquent's name should be en- 
tered in the black book, and all the other Bishops should 
be informed thereof, and enter the same in their book, 
to prevent the offender's getting in to do duty in any 
Church. It should be the common practice for an In- 
cumbent, before he engages a stranger to assist him, to 
enclose a stamped envelope (directed to himself) to his 
Bishop's secretary, requesting to be informed whether 
the said stranger were in the black book. 
A very small book would suffice ! 
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Increase o? the Efisoopaib. 

Our venerable Eeformers, in the reign of Henry VIII., 
desired that twenty more Bishops might be appointed. 
The population then barely exceeded four millions ; it 
now amounts to nearly twenty millions, with a daily 
increase of a thousand souls ! 

The Cathedral Commissioners hare done well in re- 
commending a dozen additional sees ; but that is only 
half the number required. Each county and riding 
ought to have its own Bishop^ : but Lancashire, with its 
enormous population, besides Manchester should have a 
Bishop at Liverpool, the most important town in the 
kingdom, next to the Metropolis — see page 136. 

The Liverpool Gentlemen would, no doubt, soon raise 
a Cathedral. The whole of Stamford might belong to, 
and become the See of Eutland — a miniature diocese ! 
as it now is a miniature county! Many a toil-worn 
Bishop of a large Diocese would fain be translated 
hither in his declining years. In Wales, each See 
might comprise two Counties, thus requiring but two 
additional Bishops; Bangor, however, might perhaps 
include Anglesey, Cflemarvon, and Merion — Glamorgan 
alone belonging to Llandaff. 

The Metropolitan, upon whom " cometh the care of 
all the Churches," and who is usually advanced in 

^ Tke Civil and Beligions Divisions of the country shonld be 
the some : the small Dioceses having one Archdeacon, the 
larger 3, or 4. To each Archdeaconry shordd be annexed a 
Stall, and the Incumbency (made a Rectory) of the principal 
Church of the Chief Town; the Patrons being compelled to 
exchange with the Crown. 
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years, should hare but a small Diocese (near Canterbury), 
the remainder of Kent going to Eochester, as formerly.' 

The Bishop shoidd reside near his Cathedral. In 
many places where there is no palace near, the Deanery 
might serve as such, the best of the houses of the Canons 
being made the Deanery.* 

The " Noblemen's Country Seats" of the Bishops — bo 
inappropriate and offensive — should then be sold ; ex- 
cept those of the two Archbishops, and perhaps London, 
Oxford, and one or two more.' 

The Bishops are working bees still, and should be at 
their post. 

Again, ** Town-houses*' are surely superfluous, and 
give just occasion to the enemy to remark that, if Bi- 
shoprics can support these as well as palaces, they must 
be over-endowed, and that they are an inducement to 
Bishops to neglect their Dioceses, etc. Church matters are 
not so frequently before the House as to require a Bishop 
to reside in town in order to provide, " ne quid detri- 
menti Ecclesia capiat," especially in these days of rapid 
and cheap locomotion, when " many run to and jfro." 
Moreover, as it is proposed that each Bishop shall have 
a seat in Parliament every other year only, a town- 
house would be a useless expense. It will be replied, 
that very few Sees have town-houses. True, but these 

^ What can be conceived more absurd than the present 
Diocese of Rochester. 

* The Bishop onght snrely always to bevirtnallyDeanof his" 
own Cathedral; the nominal Dean acting under him as Sub- 
dean. The Bishop should also, in every case, be the Ordmaiy; 
and all peculiars, donatives, and other anomalies, abonshed. 

3 Might not the Palace near Croydon be appropriated to 
Surrey, the See being Southwark, the Cathedral, St. Saviour's? 
and Famham become the Archiepiscopal Brcsidence, or be ex- 
changed for one in the Archdiocese ? 
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are multiplied by fame — let them be disposed of. . And 
here is something fixr more suitable to supply their 
place: — 

Westmhtstes. — ^Westminster was made a Bishopric 
in 1540, but it had one Bishop only, having been sup- 
pressed and annexed to London, in 1552. The restora- 
tion of the See has often been suggested ; but surely the 
counsel is not good;^ it is too intimately connected 
with London to be a separate Diocese. And in the 
table of precedence where would its Bishop be? It is 
the Church of the Country, and could properly be held 
only by the Primate, with Canterbury. This would, 
however, not be convenient. Li Westminster Abbey 
the Sovereigns are crowned ; and there many of them 
lie interred. In its vicinity are the Eoyal Besidence, 
the Town-houses of the Aristocracy, and the Houses of 
Parliament, the State Ofices, and the Palace of the Pri- 
mate. It would be most appropriate, if the Bishops 
were aU ex officio Canons of this the grand CoUegiate 
Church of England, as the Provincial Chapter of the 
Primate, to advise him on grave matters affecting the 
Church at large, as the Dean and Chapter of his Cathe- 
dral form his Council for the lesser affiairs of his own 
Diocese. 

The Primate might perhaps be "Visitor" of this 
" College of Bishops; " the Archbishop of York, " Arch- 
dean;" and the Bishop of London, "Dean;" the 
Deanery being his Town residence; and the present 
learned Dean and Canons being made Bishops, Deans,, 
etc. elsewhere. 

All the Sees in England and Wales, except Canter- 

^ The Cathedral Coxmnissioners ought snrely to hare v 
oommended the venerable St. Albans instead. 
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bury, York and London, to be paired : «.^., Oxford and 
Windsor; Oxford to sit in Parliament one year, and 
Windsor the next ; and so with the rest. Thus eadi 
Bishop might hold Confirmations and real Yisitatioxis 
thronghout his Diooese one year; and, as a Lord of 
Parliament, represent it in Parliament, the next ; with^ 
put the number of Bishops in Parliament being in- 
creased^^that absurdly dreaded evil/^ A moderate 
sized house within the precincts of Westminster* should 
bet provided for each pair of Bishops to be occupied by 
them alternately, each Bishop however having one or 
two rooms in the joint house, at his disposal, whenever 
he pleased. Such, it is believed is the plan at Exeter ; 
and at York the " Eesidence " is common to all the 
Canons. Surely this were no bad plan! Moreover 
one house might be apx»x)priated for the use of any 
Colonial Bishop who might be in town : and five for 
the Irish representative Archbishop, and Bishops ; who 
by the fourth Article of the Union, rank inmiediately 
after those of England of the same degree ; and have 
a^ the same rights, etc., except a constant seat in 

^ It miglit howeyer be declared oompetent to the Sovereign 
to snmmoii the attendance in Parliament, at any time, of not 
more than half the non-parliamentary Bishops, selected of conrse 
to vote for the pendent ministerial measnre. This wonld be a 
safe increase of the prerogative of the crown. Far better than 
the creation of a nnmber of life Peers to swamp the opposition, 
as was threatened in order to carry the Reform Bill. Leave 
also might be granted to any particular Bishop to sit during 
his non-parliamentary year, to carry forward any Bill of his 
own. ^ ' 

^ There might be a conmion hall, and drawing room ; to be 
nsed by any Bishop " exercising hospitality :" i.e., giving a 
party ; like the City Companies' Halls. 
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Parliameut : no bad precedent this, by the way, for the 
alternate seat proposed for the English Bishops. 

So much for Westminster; leaving its Sophist 
»XAer^iof vi0%o«of ^ still to rejoice in the empty name. 
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Cum Sapiente Pins nostras jnravit in aras ; 
Impins, hen, Sapiens ; insipiensqne Pins ! " 



" Nothing like time present " — " Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy might." 

Let it at once be allowed to any Bishop in England, 
whose Diocese consists of more than one County, to 
give up one or two Counties, with £1000 a year from 
his income for each. Then allow him to hold in com- 
mendam, one Living for each County resigned.' Let 
some holder of a rich Stall and a good Living, be made 
Bishop of the County so given up. Such Dignitaries 
may fairly be presumed to be like the Fabian Army : — 

" E qnis Dnz fieri qnilibet aptns erat." 

Commendams and pluralities are not desirable; but 
here surely they might be allowed : and in time they 
might be done without. Such new Bishop must be 
content to be without patronage, till the death or 
liberality of the old Bishop afford a supply. A Bishop's 

1 1 Peter iv. 15. 

' It ahonld moreover be lawful for the Ecclesiastical Com- 
missioners, with the sanction of the Qneen in Council, to grant 
an addition to the stipend of any Bishop or Dean, whose family 
were large, and private means smaU. Surely this is a sound 
principle. But abolish Visitation fees, Procurations, Synodals, 
Acquittance, Bishop's Pension, etc., and, above all, fees for 
Consecration of Churches or Burial Qrounds. John Bull, lay 
and clerical, grudges not a man a bouncing salary ; each of 
the taurine family would Hke to have one himself— but he 
abominates fees. 
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pfttzonage ahoiild always be in his own Bioeeae. In 
lewaiding a good deik with, a good Living, ibe 
Biahop ahoald not loae bia good Servioea; neitiier 
ahonld the deik loae bia oonneetion with bia Mendly 
Bioceaan. 

And here let na folminate against ''The AichbidM^ 
Option " — not against individnala : " godly men, misied 
by custom ;" bnt against the cnstom itself which is 
TirtoaUy a yiolation of Canon 135, and redolent of 
Simony, Popery and Mammon — " Tell it not in Oath " ! 
An Archbishop conaecratea not a Bishop without a 
reward ! In the tme spirit of Popery, he selects tiie 
best Living, perhaps the only good Living the poor 
Bishop has! And then, with the wisdom of the 
children of this world, he makes it sore, not to bis 
successor, bnt to bis own fEunily! Away I at once 
away with sach rapacity ! Surely an Archbishop has 
patronage enough of bis own, without thus devouring 
bis suf&agans. Cants eanem no/n edit. 



And now for something slall worse — ''Audi facinus 
majoris abollsD." 

COKOE n'sLIBB Aim CoiTFIBHATIOK. 

Surely these at once should be abolished. 

Coleridge, on Blackstone i., 380, informs us that-i- 
Oxford, Peterborough, and all Bishoprics created aixkoe 
the passing of Statute 25, Henry YIII., are pure Jkt^ 
natives in form as well as substance, and that no ewgi 
dUlire is sent. Let every Bishopric be the same. 

The little farce of demanding "Who's there?" and 
giving up the keys of the City of London when the 
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Sovereigii visits the city, and such like civil perform- 
ances, are amusing, and harmless ; but anything in the 
elightest degree histrionic in religious matters is highly 
objectionable. Here it should be — " With all gravity/' 

It is most desirable that the appoiatment of Bishops 
diould continue vested in the Crown, " the Fountain of 
honour." Many evils might ensue if the election were 
made by the clergy, or by the people, or by both con^ 
jointly. The Church however ought to be consulted ; 
and the assent of some of her Heads might be had 
without danger, and without infringing upon the royal 
prerogative. JPramunire also — exeerdbiU illud statutum, 
as Martin Y. termed it; it having been instituted to 
depress the Papal power — this Statute might continue 
in full force, yet innocuous. 

Thus : when a new Bishop is to be appointed, let a 
Ifotice be inserted iu the Gazette, (which would of 
course immediately appear in every public journal,) 
to the efifect that the Queen with the advice of her 
trusty and well-beloved councillors, [naming three 
English Bishops, who approved of the appointment — 
made Privy Councillors,] has chosen the well-leamed 
A.B., etc., to be Bishop of the said See: but of her 
care, etc., that none but a person apt and meet for his 
godly conversation, and sound faith, as well as for his 
learning, should be appointed to fill so sacred an office, 
fi^ has commanded the said three Bishops to institute 
strict inquiries respecting the aforesaid A. B., etc., and 
hereby solemnly charges all her loving subjects, etc., 
that if any know anything affecting the morals, or 
doctrine of A. B. they do forthwith declare the same to 
the said three Bishops, etc. 

Should any objection be made, let the three Bishopr 
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at once and hondjlde refer it to certain law officers as a 
Grand Jury; and if to them it seem not yexations, etc., 
let it at once be tried in a proper court : and if c(«r 
firmed, let A. B. not be made Bishop. 

If the three Bishops report "All well," let the 
mandate be sent to them, to consecrate A. B. ; they of 
course could not reasonably object. I^amunire would 
not affect thmM^ nor the Dean and Chapter ; who would 
also be relieved from the tune of a sham election, and 
from the grievous sin and heavy bmden of praying for 
direction in a feigned choice!^ They would simply 
receive and install the Bishop appointed for them. 

Confirmation also might then cease: with tiiie dis- 
graceful falsehood of declaring that any objection shall 
l)e heard; and well-nigh in the same breath, (on an 
objector's coming forward,) revising to hear him; 
assuring him it is against the law to do so, and that 
the previous mendacious assertion was merely a part of 
the form and ceremony ! I ! 

What honest, sane Englishman will deny that the 
plan now proposed is " a more excellent way ?" 

The infringement on the royal prerogative is infinites 
simally small, and, like a homceopathic dose, if not 
useful, is at least harmless. It is fully compensated too 
by the proposed patronage of all the dignities;' and the 
right of summoning particular Bishops to the House of 
Lords — ^note 1, page 130. 

Surely the Prime Minister of England would always 

^ '' A gentleman baving said that a cong^ dUdUre lias not 
perhaps the force of a command, but may be considered only 
as a strong recommendation : — * Sir/ (replied Johnson, who 
overheard him), *it is snch a recommendation, as if I shoidct 
throw yon ont of a two pair of stairs window, and reoonunend 
to yon to fall soft V "—Boswell, iv., 313. 

3 See page 137, 
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be able to find three Bishops out of nearly threescore 
to approve of his ohoice, if it were not altogether bad : 
while, on the other hand, the Church may rest assured 
that there never will be found three of her Bishops to 
sanction what ought to be withstood. 



Bishops to Eeiibe of Deaiosbibs, etc. 

Canon Wordswocih, in his interesting little ** Diary 
in France in 1844/' observes, '^Most of the Canons of 
9t. Denis are ex-Bishops ; and there is something very 
appropriate and wise in this arrangement, which affords 
these venerable Prelates a place in this magnificent 
church, which is the appointed receptacle of the mortal 
remains of the Sovereigns of France ; and opens an 
asylum to those members of the Episcopate, who are 
unable, from age and infirmity, to discharge the active 
duties of a Diocese. "Why should not our own regal 
Westminster serve the same admirable purpose?" — 
Yery good: though it appears desirable that West* 
minster should have the actml Bishops for its Canons. 
Let the spirit of this suggestion be carried out ; let it 
be provided that the Bishop of any See in Englaild or 
Wales be allowed to demand — as an M.P. the Chiltem 
Hundreds — ^any Deanery, Canonry, or Benefice that may 
be void, and in the gift of the Crown ; or to present 
himself to any such that may be at his disposal, or to 
accept the same from any other quarter — ^and vacate his 
Bishopric.^ 

1 A Deanery should not nsually be a stepping-stone to a 
Biahopric, bat a withdrawing-room from it. Why put an 
active man into an office without work P Such is a Deanexy,^* 
testified, m Sailor ^ by the Bishop of London; no poor an 
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Further: why should not the Crown set apart a 
certain number of good Chancery Liyings, and each 
English Bishop give up one such Living, if need be, for 
Colonial Bishops to retire to according to seniority, as 
any such Living fell vacant, thus saving the great ex- 
penditure of retiring salaries.^ 

There would thus be many a retired Bishop, '^ cruda 
cut viridisque senectus," about the country ; who should 
be allowed to ordain and confirm in any 8ee at the 
request of the Bishop. How very useful and con- 
venient! An admirable multiplying of our Bishops: 
and that too without expense. What a comfort to a 
Bishop to be able, in. case of indisposition, readily to 
procure a deputy ! It would be weU if the Deans of 
the three chief Cathedrals were always retired Bishops; 
Canterbury never having its Bishop resident; York's 
as proposed, having a constant seat in Parliament, and 
therefore more ^quently absent : and London, as the 
metropolis, and largest Diocese in England, and there- 
fore most needing an assistant. Such *' Mitred Dean 
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thority; and tww, undonbtedly, '^the right man in the right 
place." 

The Dean's chief bnsiness is to advise the Bishop. It is 
likely that an ex-Bishop would do this best, and that two such 
men wotdd get on best together : vtv»vfA.i»u ctfA^u. 

^ Query — Why is a Colonial Bishop never translated to a 
Home See P 

Again — ^Why should not a Colonial Bishop, when in England 
be allowed to sit in the House of Peers ? It would be a proper 
mark of respect both to the Bishop himself and to the people 
of his Diocese. He should not have a Vote. Living abroad 
he might be presumed not to be oAifodt with all Home ques- 
tions. But then a Colonial Bishop should not be allowed to 
leave his Diocese whenever he pleases. Every Bishop of the 
Church of England, Home, Colonial, or Betired, should be 
called " Lord." Colonial " Metropolitans" are a mistake. 
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should of course be styled ** The Eight Eeverend the 
Lord Dean/' and be addressed, not as ''Mr. Dean," 
but " My Lord Dean." 

All dignitaeies appointed by the Cbown. 

The Bishops having received this great benefit wonld 
doubtless be ready to resign something also. Then, (as 
before proposed) let the Crown be really the fountain 
of all honour. Let every dignitary be appointed by 
the Queen. 

Take away all Stalls, Archdeaconries, etc., firom the 
Bishops, giving them a good crown benefice in exchange 
for each ;^ together with two or three smaller ones, to 
make up the loss in patronage sustaiued by the Bishop's 
nominee. 

All Canonries in the gift of a Bishop, save Honorary 
ones, are useless to the Church in general. They are 
reserved of course for his own relatives. Do we blame 
the Bishops for this ? Certainly not. Would not you 
and I, amice lector, do the same ? We should be simple 
if we did not; provided always the said relatives were 
godly, faithful, and learned men. '' If any provide not 
for his own, and specially for those of his own house 
[Marg. kind/re^ he hath denied the faith, and is worse 
than an infidel." (1 Tim. v. 8.) 

Alter it then by Act of Parliament ; and let it suffice 
a Bishop to have a supply of '' Good Livings" for his 
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' If it be objected that Arohdeaoons at aU events, being the 
Bishop's eyes," ought to be appointed by him, let it be 
remembered how often they are the laie Bishop's eyes ! not 
therefore a whit the less efficient. — If appointed by the Grown, 
they might often be Colonial Bishops, affected with nostalgia. 
What an advantage in populous Dioceses 1 
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sons and daughters ; and let all Dignitaries be appointed 
by the Fountain of honour. *^ This is a man whom the 
King delighteth to honour !" 

The number of Dignities in the gift of the Crown 
being thus increased, a man having done good service to 
the Church might have a better chance of obtaining one. 



MnroB Canoits-^^A succession of tfoung men is desir- 
able. The Service may be read in Pansh Churches well 
enough gingivd inermi; but intoning and Cathedral 
Services require youth and strength. All Minor Gaaons 
should be merely as the Dean's Curates removable at 
will; and not holding any Living, but having a claim 
on certain smaU livings in the Chapter patronage, va- 
cating their Office on accepting any Benefice. 

Ko man should be allowed to hold any Benefice until 
the expiration of six months horn his having been made 
^est, nor till eighteen months after Deacon's Orders. 
This would obviate many abuses, and save much space 
in valuable columns/ 

A Deacon should not have a sole charge, except in a 
case of necessity, to be allowed by the Archbishop. 
. A Deacon's Orders should be revocable, for miscon- 
duct, or at his own request. 

. Dilapidations. 

By throwing cold water on Dilapidation Bills, In- 
cumbents have displayed as much xylocephalitism as 
did the Authorities of Oxford and Eton, and the oord*' 
wainers of N'orthampton, when they refused to allow 
the main line of railway to run through their respective 
towns. As to these last, /'too late, alas! they find 
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their fond mistaJte." It is to be hoped that Incumbents 
will see their true interests before it is too late. 

1. The proud and punctilious, who affirm that " every 
man's house is his castle/' and they will not be inter* 
fered with, etc. 

2. The wealthy, to whom, except on principle, the 
matter is of no importance. 

3. The dilatory, easy, Laodicean. 

4. The reckless — f/xw 6«i'o»to? ya»« /xi;^6DTtf wt/pi. 

5. Those who have not a wife or child. 

6. Those who have no money. 

7. Trium literarum homo; who makes over his money 
while living, and thus leaves his successor in the lurch. 
Hoe genus tmnsj may be expected to care but little 
about this matter. But the humble-minded, oonadeiir 
tious, provident — ^the man of moral courage, whose de* 
sire is to comply in every respect with the Scripture 
direction, " Set thine house in order" — ^aU. such — the 
many, it is hoped, of the Incumbents of the English 
Church — even though they have no fruitful vine, of 
oUve branches; and if they have, how much more!— ^ 
earnestly long for an effective Act. And what should 
be the end proposed? Nothing less than this: that 
under no circumstances whatever shall a deceased In- 
cumbent's heirs, etc. be liable to dilapidations; if he 
has bond fide carried out the directions of the Surveyor, 
appointed by the Bishop to visit every three years, and 
suggest repairs, and report to the Ordiaary; and if he 
has regularly insured the buildings against fire, to the 
amount ordered by the Ordinary.^ ''The Incumbent 

^ The repeal of the abimrdly exorbitant Duty on Fire Insnr* 
anoes, amounting almost to a veto on that highly nsefnl pre- 
oaiitionaay measure, should be the very next reduction proposed 
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never dies," should be the maxim with respect to dila- 
pidations; and the least possible regard being had to 
the circumstances of the Incumbent, the premises should 
be kept up in good repair, and in the most judicious 
way, according to the old saying (with variatioiis!) 

" A stitch in time, saves fi/me^-mne!" 

'* For want of a nail the shoe wba lost/' etc. 

Should the Surveyor order a new roo^ or any other 
extensive repair, if sanctioned by the Ordinary, let the 
Incumbent borrow the money, to be paid off, say in 
thirty years, by himself or successors. 

"No demolition, addition, or alteration to be made in 
any glebe building without the Surveyor's sanction.^ 
There is no need of a Scott for these things. Let each 
Bnral Deanery have its Surveyor ; a plain builder, or 
architect, who may of course be appointed for several 
Deaneries, but it is desirable he should be within a rea- 

hy the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Although in return for 
tbiB singular benefit to the public, he must submit to be called 
by that helVaa nmUorwm cwpiiMm, no longer " Glad Stone," but 
" JoUy Brick !" This were surely far better than loweriztg the 
duty on that 

" Pernicious weed, whose scent the fair annoys.** 

^ Query. — Is it judicious to build (except on very large 
Livings) a Farm-house, Homestead, Bams, etc.? In ninQ oases 
out of ten, would not a glebe farm bring in more, if the fields 
were let to different farmers near, who would moreover require 
no buildings besides their own? Dilapidations would thus be 
greatly diminished. A small quantity of land usually lets for 
much more in proportion than a whole farm. Again, one 
tenant might require a small bam on a -field, which woiUd be 
of no use to his successor. Let him then be allowed to extem- 
porise one (assisted, or not, by the Incumbent) duly reported 
through the Surveyor to the Ordinary as the tenant's bam ; to 
be allowed to be demolished at any time, or fall to pieces, if he 
please, or be sold to his successor; but for which the Incmn- 
bent, and the Living, shall not be answerable. 
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Bonable distance for consultation. It would further be 
very usefiil if a first-rate Architect could be appointed 
for each Diocese, as consulting Architect on particular 
occasions, and to report quinquennially to the Bishop the 
state of the Churches^ etc. 

All could easily be done " decentiy and in order," if 
tiie aforesaid seven classes would concur. What an im- 
portant matter it is to all; but to poor Incumbents — 
the great majority — it is one of the most important of 
worldly matters «onnected with their livings. 

Good Bishop Home might well have enlarged on this 
point in his eloquent and pathetic Sermon preached be- 
fore the Sons of the Clergy, in St. Paul's, 100 years 
ago; a Sermon which ought to be read by all lay- 
holders of Tithes, and pondered well. ** Meroy to those 
who are of the household of faith, recommended and en- 
forced," from Lament, v. 3. *' We are orphans and 
fatherless, our mothers are as widows." — ''The good 
man, worn out with study and labour for the benefit of 
others, is hardly gone to repose in the dust, but his 
widow is driven from her home, endeared, with all its 
inoonveniences, by custom, and much more so by the 
sad consideration, that she hath not now where to lay 
her head, or wherewithal to satisfy her orphans ; while 
*the tongue of the sucking child cleaveth to the roof of 
his mouth for thirst ; the young children, ask for bread, 
and no man breaketh it unto them.' In this situation 
she cannot but call to mind those better times, those 
days of plenty and prosperity, which she once knew in 
her father's house, ere she had given her hand to the 
object of her affections ; who yet standeth chargeable 
with no crime but this, that, being separated to the 
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dervioe of God, he was of a profeBsion which neyer pat 
it into his power to provide for her support.'* 

The pious Prelate might have added: — ^And the 
widow's mite, the pittance which her husband had 
with great care contrived to lay up in store for her, 
against his departure hence, is taken away :&om her, to 
restore that house, which he sedulously endeavoured to 
keep in order, and verily believed he was leaving in 
efficient repair — ^to restore it for another to call his 
home, whose widow — after a few fleeting years — ^must 
likewise, in sorrow, resign it to another occupant — " de- 
fdnctumque laboribus ^quali recareat sorte Yicarius." 

If there must be lack, if there must be trouble, let 
it fall on the Yicar himself, and not on his poor widow ; 
let it be at the commencement, not at the end of his 
eourse. Surely it were far better that a man just pos- 
sessed of a Living, and with a cheering prospect before 
him, should have to suffer the loss of repairing the 
Yicarage, than that the expense should fall upon the 
poor sorrowing widow. 

It will of course be replied that if the house, etc., he 
properly kept in repair, there need be no ^' dilapida- 
tions." This is not the case. However carefully the 
Incumbent may have upheld everything, dilapidations 
are claimed as a matter of course. And Bhox4d the late 
Incumbent have neglected repairs, and died penniless — 
frequent concomitants — ^his successor will be mulcted 
both at the beginning and at the end of his Incumbency. 
And wherefore aU these hardships ? Because, forsooth, 
some few Incumbents, all professing to be Ministers of 
the meek and lowly Jesus, are too proud to be dictated 
to: will not put up with the wrong of having an 
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Architect's advice and diiection in keeping np that 
house, which the Law allows them to call their ** Free- 
hold for life," but which they really hold in trust only. 
** "Why do ye not rather suffer wrong ?" if wrong it be. 
It is for the public weal. Not even Peers of the Bealm 
eau do just as they please with their own entailed 
estates — ^there are Trustees over them. 

A Permissive Bill would be better than nothing — 
Leaving the "high and mighty" to his own devices, 
''that he may set his nest on high,'' let it be allowed 
MotM autres, to put our Parsonages under the direction 
of an Architect to be approved by the Bishop ; and on 
bis certifyrug triennially that our said buildings are 
properly maintained, let it be out of the power of our 
successor to claim any dilapidations, Eurther, by the 
same Act, let all present Licumbents, declining to put 
their Livings under the Act, be compelled to give un- 
doubted security'for an ample sum, after their death, to 
meet any claims for dilapidations. Let all ftiture In- 
cumbents be brought under its operation; and if they 
neglect to follow the Surveyor's instructions, let the 
Living be put under sequestration. 

Surely these are no bad hints. Will any learned 
Lord, or Bight Beverend Prelate, venture to bring in 
such a Bill? — Exoriare aliquis! et Maete virtute esto/^ 

^ The above was written before the late Archbishop's Bill was 
introduced — that Bill leaves bnt little to be desired. 

If several Surveyors are appointed (VIII.) ia it to be op- 
tional to an Incumbent to employ any particular one, and must 
he always employ the same man? This latter plan, at all 
events, appears desirable. The tenant's bam, suggested in the 
note above, should not be overlooked. 
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